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Son of the Reverend. Mr. Fohr Barret Mi- 
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Preached Aug. 3oth. By 7. W. Junior, One of 
_ the Miniſters of that Congregation of which 
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To which is added, 


An Account of his ' Holy Life, his Evi 
dences, Experiences, Holy 1 ion Dj- 
vine Meditations , and his conftant 
Courſe of Self-Examination. Being Part 
of an exact Dzary Witten by his own 
Hand. 


LONDOM: 


Printed for Tho. Parkburſt at the Bible:an 
Three Crowns in Cheatſide near Mercers :ha-. 
_ p<, 1699. 


LO THE 


_ Chriſtian Reader. 


HE Sermon here preſented - to 

Thee, was Preached, ( though 

not without ſome diſadvantages 

from an infirm State of Health, 

ſome (traits of Time, and too plain ftrait- - 
neſs of Spirit, yet _) under ſome Advan- 
tage from the ſpeakingneſs of the Provi- 
dence to ſuch as knew this excellent Per-: 
ſon, and ſo could not but be affefted-with 
his Death. And the Iron being. hot; a 
weaker Arm might with Gods Bleſhing be 
ſufficient to make ſome Impreſſion, - and- 
meaner Attempts might meet with ſome 
'. Sacceſs with a People uſed to, and- fo 
more- eaſily inclined to paſs by, the Infir- 
mities . of the Preacher ; eſpecially, when- 
(as here it was) they were alarmed and; 
affefted with ſuch an awful Providence: 
But this Advantage, I am ſenſible; will be 
much loſt in the Publiſhing of it. Now 
it muſt appear among Strangers and a Cri; 
tical World, to be ſure, in their Reading 
it will Notifie more Defects in it than the 
. A 2 Candid 
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| The Preface to the Readex. F- TY 
Candid People, it was Preache d to. di Fi 


- # in their hearing it, This Conſideration; 


together with a juſt Senſe of my inability 


'to add any Thing to the Churches Trea- 


{ure of Printed helps, had- effectually pre- 
vented the Churches being troubled with 
this, but that T could not prevail for the 
Papets of this Eminent Servant of -God's 
ſeeing the Light, without,this mean Com- 
poſure to introduce them; -and I would 
not ſet up any of my own Concerns in 


- Competition with the Honour of Jeſus; 


Chriſt, and the good of- Souls, 'whichI 
really hope the Pabliſhing of theſe Pa- 
pers may conſiderably promote:Rather than 
obſtruct theſe great Ends, which all in 
their ſevera] Places are bound to their. ut- 
moſt to forward. . I am' willing to diſco- 
ver my weakeneſs, to expoſe, yea, rejoice 


In my Infirmities. - If the chiet of all the 


Apoſtles ſtuck not to do ſo, much lefs 
muſt ſorry T, if T may but any way ad- 
vance the blefſed Jeſus's Honour and -Inte- 
reſt, and. the welfare of precious Souls. 
Many Inſtances of Weakneſs I am very ap- 
prehenfive this ſhort-' Sermon ' may. :be 
chargeable with, but however I am: tafie 
as upon the Account juſt; now. menti- 
on'd, ſo becauſe I hope. weakneſs. 1s the 


. worſt that it hath to Anſwer for. Having 


ſuch 
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The Pref 


ſuch good Vouchers (as theſe his own 


Papers are ) for all that it has. Aﬀerted of _ 


this good Man, it muſt be. cleared from 


thoſe great Crimes of Falſhood and Flat- . 


tery, which otherwiſe it might with ſome 
poſlibly, have lain under the Cenſure of. 


For - the Power of Godlineſs ( alas!) is.. 


run fo low, even in the profeſling World 
at-this 'Day, through the Infeftion of a 
corrupt Age, apd the ſtrange Aﬀectation 
of Conformity Kd Approaches to it ; and 
there are ſo few Inſtances comparatively 
of a Chriftianly Couragious, and truly 
noble-ſpirited Contempt of a vain and fin- 
ful World, a ſwimming ſtrongly againſt 
its Stream, anda cloſe walking with God, 
that to commend a Perſon for Eminency 
in theſe without a very plain and particu- 
lar Evidence produced -in Proof of it ; 
will be ſuſpected of Partiality and Flatte- 


ry : Things that Funeral-Encomiums have 
miſchievous Effects; and ſo many of the 

having been really Guilty, have been rea- 
dy to bring even the Innocent under a Sn(- 
picion. But I hope,; the peruſal of thefe 
Papers will clear me from ſuch a Charge, 
and ſatisfie you that were before Strangers 
to this Eminent Servant of God. (as his 
well ballaſted, and well-backed Zeal, : his 
A-3 * ſhi 


been very gro(sly abuſed to, with Wag 
e 


MS + x £ be \ Th 
4 ES ME - 
To - WIL 
G _ - EE > 
f —_— ns ; 
3s "Ha 
e Readef? "$&-- 
* . RET". / \ 


{Be as... a \ 
> - oY : 4 
& " = 29 x 


E > i B21 S Mo 
<<”: <2 &, $7: 
2 wth 
"48 > 

ea 


*< FSA 


The Preface fo the Reader. 


ſhining Converſation and uniform * Holi- 


neſs ſatisfied 'my ſelf and all elſe that had'the 
Happineſs 'to know him) that I had a 
good Warrant and clear Call for the Li- 

rty I took here ( againſt my uſual Pra- 
Ciſe ) to ſpeak fo much of him. Serioul- 
1y peruſe theſe Papers which ſhew ſo much 
of the gracious workings of his Heart, 
through God's working upon it, and then 
I may ſafely Appeal to#Thee, whether 
more might not have been ſaid without 
the leaſt intrenching upon Truths and 
whether leſs could have been faid with- 
out with-holding a requiſite Teſtimony 
to the eminent Work of God's Spirit, 
and without doing Prejudice to others, by 
concealing ſuch an uſeful, quickning Pat- 
tern. 

Here we have a very lively Inſtance of 
the Reality and Excellency of Chriſtiani- 
ty to the Confutaticon of that daring A- 
theiſm, or ( winch is the ſame thing un- 
der a more ſpecious Name, thongh too 


Poor and thin a cover to hide its Naked- 


neſs) Deiſzz, that to our extream ſhame 
and Danger {warms ſo much in oor Land 
of Light. It was in Chriſt's School that 
he learnt thoſe excellent Lefons which ren- 
derd him ſo lovely and uſefut; that ſtea- 
dy Piety, concern for God's Honour, and 
Opera- 
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_ 'opentive Pitty for, and Charity: to poor 
Souls. \ He- had truly learnt Chriſt, that 
made him fo accurate in theſe Leſſons. b 
Here we may ſee that Religion 15 more 
than a Name, no Melancholick or idle 
Fancy, no unaCtive, unuſefnl Speculati- 
on; much leſs a prejudicial, :carnally-de- 
fiening, ſelf-ended Thing, as a looſe ma- 
Jignant World too often repreſents and 
ſlanderouſly charges it, out of their wretch- 
ed Enmity to the bleſſed God, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, the Author and 
-Obje&t of it: And as a pittiful, but horri- 
ble Revenge upon it, for the juſt ſhame 
it fixes upon their looſeneſs and } impieties. 
From the Inſtance there produced, we 
-may diſcern what real and excellent Et- 
fects the Grace of the Goſpel, that ſtupen- 
dious Grace which brings Salvetion re- 
. quires, directs to, and works, ſuch as, 
thorow active Holineſs, conſtant Self-In- 
ſpettion, univerſal Circumſpettion, much 
pains with the Heart, much ſpirituality, 
-and delightful Converſe with Heaven, 
driving A great Trade -thither, even -in 
* the Management of other Trades and par- 
ticular Callings, and in the midſt of mach 
earthly Buſineſs. Once more. here we have - 
a clear Refutation of that groſs Charge the 
World brings agamſt -Religion,- that- the 
tj A 4 Things 
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The Preface 10 the Reader: 
-Fhings .it comwands are impollible, . its 
Yoke intolerably heavy ; here:.15 an In- 
ſtance that Goſpel-Holineſs, through the 
rich and powerful Grace of the Lord Je- 
ſus, the ſtrong aids of the Spirit inſured 
i the New Covenant, is very feeſfible, and 
moſt pleaſant, practiſed with the greatelt 
Delight. Ih p7e 

One Thing is fit to be remarked here; 
which was ( as indeed ſeveral remarkable 
Things were ) omitted in the Sermon. It 
1s known to many that ſeveral Years ſince, 
by the Advice and at the Charge of ſeveral 
worthy Perſons, whoſe Hearts God ftirred 
up, 'there was a new Impreſtion of that ex- 
cellent Treatiſe of Mr. Joſeph Alleir's a- 
bout Converſion, ina leffer Character, and 
ata low Rate, that ſo it might be within 
the reach of more Perſon's .Purſes,. and 
come into more Hands : Of theſe he dif- 
perſed Fourfcore and Ten Dozen, with- 
out making any Profit of it to himſelf, fin- 
cerely aiming: at the good of + Souls in 
bringing them off from their Sins, and qut 
of themſelves to. a ſound - cloſure : with 
Chriſt, which that Book was {o well ſuit- 
ed, and I hope has been eminently bleſſed 
unto. His Remark at the Foot of the Ac- 
count of his diſpoſal of theſe Books is me-. 
thinks very obſervable,both for the _ 0% 
| ilt's 
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The Preface to the Reader. hae 7 
Chriſt's Honour in the increaſe of his Sah-  ** 7 
jets, which his Heart was ſ6-{et upon, 
and - for his great Humility © and low 
Thoughts of himſelf, it doth with ſach 
Emphaſis expreſs. Bleſſed be God, ſays 
he, that has intruſted this little Job of 
Work for Chriſt in miy unworthy Hands. © 

And now, Chriſtian Reader, though 1 
might detain Thee much lenger, in rela- 
ting very quickning exemplary Paſſages of, 
and making Remarks upon, this eminent- 
1y Holy Man; yet 1 ſhall forbear, and 
only Requeſt Thee to join thy Prayers 
with mine, That the Sovereign God, would 
graciouſly be pleaſed to flay this ſore Hand 
of his that hath of late pulled up ſo many 
Stakes itt our Fence, ſome eminent Miniſters, 
and ſome ſolid, ſingularly ative and nſefut 
Chriſtians, and with this Aggravation,, that 
ſeveral of theſe, both in City and Countrey, 
have been taken off in the Prime of their 
Days and Service, That he would make up 
' theſe Jore Breacheg by pouring forth abundant- 
ly of that reſidue of the bleſſed Spirit, he hath 
with himſelf, upon thoſe that are left, and raiſe 
 - up many as it were, out of the Aſhes of them -—+ 
that are gone, and that in order hereunto he 
would bleſs all the good Examples, Counſels, 
and DireFions ſuch have left behind the, 
gd iu particular this fair Copy here produced 
FD 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
#o the flrengthning, direFing, quickning and 
zncouraging of others ; That as this righteous 
Abel though Dead yet ſpeaks, ſo he may 
attually Live amongſt us ſtill, in many cloſe 
Followers , and theſe his remains may by 
Gods Bleſſang be inſtrumental to raiſe ſome, 
*% yea many dead Souls, as Eliſha's Bones were 

once to raiſe a dead Body ito Life. And 
when thou art on thy Knees at. the Throne 
of Grace on theſe Errands, ſhut not him 
out of thy fervent Remembrances, who 
earneſtly Deſires them,- and needs them 
more than-moſt-as being, * 


One of the weakeſt Lahourers in 


our bleſſed Lord's Vineyard, 


Nott. Apr. © : 
LH. 16099, 


JF. W. Junior. 


_ Chriſtian Reader, | Gy 
4 HE Holy and Bleſſed Scriptures tells us, "The 
. Memory of the Juſt is, Bleſſed, therefore 
though the Commendation of Deceaſed Perſons is 


' tao: much abuſed, and is not ordinarily to be uſed-;, 
_yet nhere there bath been eminency of Holineſs, it is 
- ot only lawful but very uſeful and requiſite, to bring 


their Holy Examples to view, to ſtir up others to 
be Followers of them, as they. have been of Chriſt. 
And this is the preſent Caſe, and the Cauſe of Pub- 
liſhing the Funeral Sermon Preached at the Inter- 
ment of that Eminently, Holy, Humble, AGive 
and Zealons Servant of Chriſt My, Joſeph Bar- 
rett, 'whoſe Death 1s a great Loſs to our Congre- 
gation, and to the Church of God in general. And 
it was thought wery expedient, together with the 
Sermon, to Publiſh ſome Things of his left under bis 
own Hand ( Penned for his own Private Uſe, and 
for the help of bis after him, though God hath now 
ordered it that they ſhall be of further Uſe than his 
extraordinary Humility woild bave admitted ) who 
while Living, would be prevailed with to communi- 
cate them to-very few.) You bave here a Relation 
of a conſiderable Part of bis Life, of Gods early be- 
ginning with bim, and carrying on his Woyk, -as the 
ſhining Light, more and more to the End of bis Life, 
which though but ſhort comparatively, was very well 
improved for the great Purpoſes of Life, the Glory 
of God, and the good of bis own, and many others 

Souls. 
You bave here alſo his Evidences, Experiences, 
bis Holy Reſolves, and ſeveral Holy and Divine 
, \ Ale 


To the Reader. 
HMeditations, and ſome other Things ; though, that 
the Book might not ſwell to too great a bulk, there 
are ſeveral Things left out, tending to the anſwer-. 
ing many pradtical aud important Queſtions, be(3des- 
ſome other Papers that night be very uſeful. And 
truly I bave often thought, that had God ſeen good, 
it bad been wery defarable, that he had been brought 
wh for the*Work of the Miniſtry : Some Diſcourage= 
ments there were, as his being troubled with much 
Pain in his Head, and Weaineſs in his Sight, being 
thouzb ſo Youngs, bronght to need the help of Spetta- 
cles, and his Voice, thoupb clear and diſtin, was 
but low : You will find in one of theſe Papers, that 
be met with ſome conſ3derable Exerciſe of Spirit 
from a ſtroag Inclination towards the Work of the 
Atimiſtry, after he had begun to be ingaged other- 
ways ; though you will find that he was,*and how he 
was ſatisfied to this Particular. 

What you may perceive of the Frame of his Spi- 
rit in th:ſe Papers, as well as what 5 ſaid of bim 
i2 the Sermon, will let you ſee how early, and how 
much be was devoted to God and his Service, how _ 
much he laid out himfelf for God, of what a Puh- 
lick Spirit he was, and how indefatigable he was in 
promoting what ever migit tend to bs Glory, and 
the Salvation of Souls. And alſo in keeping up 
Communion with God, and the Exerciſe of Grace 
in reference to his own Soul, ſo that be negleted not 
to keep bis own Vineyard. Beſides, thoſe good de- 
fogns of diſperſing good Books, and furthering the 
Preaching of the Goſpel where there was moft need, 
. ſparing no Pains about it in frequent Journeys to 

ſettle Matters, largely contributing himſelf, aud 
improving bis Intereſt in others, for the promoting 
of tt ;, theſe two were much upon his Heart, the ſet- 
ting up Societies for Reformation of Manners #: 
| : many 


= _ . To the Reader. 
many Places, and ting up among Private Chri- 
ftians by themſelves alone, a Weekly Hour for Pray- 
er, for the Church. and Nation, eſpecially during 
the Time of tbe ſitting of Parliaments, as appears by 
his many Letters both to Miniſters and Private 
Chriſtians, of which there are Copy's of above an 
Hundred and Thirty, moſt of them rclating to theſe 
Saubjetts, though there are ſome to Chriſtians about his 
own and their Soul-concerns. | | 

And by all theſe Things you may ſee be was a Man 
given to Prayer, and much in Meditation, and 
Self- Examination, thoſe Soul-inriching, and Soul- 
fatening Duties, as MY, Robert Bolton «ſed to 
call them. 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations many bave thought 
theſe Paters fit to be Publiſhed, with whom I bear- 
tily Concur, judging they may be very uſeful for all 
Chriſtians, and - a Spur to. Imitation, eſpecially to 
Tradeſmen that have much to do in the World, and 
ſo are too apt to neple Religious Duties, | Publick, 
Family, and Secret, and Inward, Heart- Duttes : 
Here they bave before them an Inſtance, that a gra- 
cious ſpiritual Heart, that 15 thoroughly ſet fon, 
and bound for God, Chriſt, Holineſs and Feaven, 
may by the help of God's Spirit, dire@ting and ina- 
bling bim to a due redeeming and improvement of 
Time, ( notwithſtanding much worldly Buſjneſs, 
and due Diligence in his Particular Calling, in which 
this good Man was not defedtive ) keep up much in- 
ward Communion with God, and be uſeful in his 
Place for the good of others, both as to the Pablick, 
aad to the Souls and Body's of Particular Perſons, 
Which I niſh many that are s,*: the main godly, 
were not too d-ſeFive in, ſuffering their worldly 
Buſineſs and particular Callings, to hinder and in- 
terfere with thtir general Calling. T fhall add no 
more, 


To. the Reader. 


more, but my bumble Praiſes to God for bis rai- 
fing up ſuth a Member amongſt us, lending him to 
us any Time, furniſhing him with ſuch choice Ta- 
lems, and imclining him to uſe them. i#this way of 
enning down the gracious workings of his Heart, 
and that in long Hand, whereby this fore Breach in. 
bis Death is ſomewhat repaired, by his being thus: 
made uſeful ſtill ; yea, and to ſome that were not 
within the reach of his advantageous Acquaintance 
and Converſe while he lived. That this may 
through the Bleſſing of the Spirit of Grace, be the 
remarkable Effe&s of the Publiſhing theſe Papers, 
in all that ſhall Read them, is the bearty Deſire 
and earneſt Prayer of him that is | 


n . Your Soul-Friend and Servant, 


' Fo. Whitlock, Senior. 


* THE 


\ » Funeral Sermon on the Death of My. Joſeph 
Barrett, Page I 
Chap. I. Containing an Account of himſelf, and 
Of God's Grations dealing with his Soul, in bis 
Childbood and Tounger Tears, Y3 
Chap. II. Containing the Deſcription of the State of 
bis Soul, with ſome hints, by way of Preface, con- 
cerning the Duty of Self- - Examination, G1 
Chap. 1II. Containing many Choice Experiences for 
his after-uſe, 3 
Chap. IV. Containing ſome of his Reſolves, in or- 
der to the carrying cn a more lively Courſe of 


True Evangelical Holineſs, IGT 
Chap. V. His Meditation in Two Parts, 167 
Chap. VI. On his Paring his Nails, 215 


Chap. VII. Containing the Workings of his Soul 
upon a Fit of Sickneſs he bad, and God's gratious 
recovering bim out of it. And bis Remarks on 

bis Father's Impriſonment. 

Chap. VIII. A brief Chara@er of bim, :.. © 
bis Father Johan Barret, 283 
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Books Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt at the Bible and 
Three Crowns iz Cheapſide. 


Treatiſe of the Inſtitution, right Admini- 
ſtration and receiving of the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper. By Mr. Richard Vines. A 


Books Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt. 
_ A True Touch-ſtone of Grace and Nature, 
or a Diſcourſe concerning Self-Examination with 
Meditations relating a, Lord's Supper. By 
Mr. Nat. Vincent late Miniſter of te Goſpel. 
A Communicant Inſtructed, or Practical Di- 
recions for worthy receiving of the Lord's Sup- 
per. By Fran. Roberts, M. A, __ +. 
 Convivium Celeſte : Or a Diſcourſe concern- 


ing the Lords Supper, ſhewing at once the Na- 


ture of the Sacrament, as alſo the right way of 
Preparing our ſelves forthe receiving of it, @c. 
By the Right Reverend Father in God, Richard 
Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells. 

Sacramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral Texts be- 
fore, and after the Lord's Supper. By FJobr 
Shower. 

Sacramental Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Subjedts, 
to which is added, a Diſcourſe of the Life of 
Faith. - By Chriſtopher Amirant Miniſter of the 


Goſpel in Norfolk. 


The Welcome Communicant, or a brief Diſ- 


courſe direQing the weaker Chriſtian (proceed- 


ing from Grace to Grace) how he may come 
with chearfulneſs to the Lords Table. 

1he Worthy Communicant. Or a Treatiſe 
ſhewing the due order of recciving the Sacra- 
meat of the Lord's Supper. By Jeremiah Dyke, 

The Communicant's Inſtructor, . or a Sacra- 
mental Catechiſm, in which the Nature of the 
Covenant of Grace, and the viſible Seals there- 
of, viz. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, with 


the Goſpel Qualification and Clearneſs by way | 


of Queſtion and Anſwer. By Mr. George Day 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Wapping. 

A Treatiſe of the Lord's Sufferings. By Tho. 
Doolittle, M, A. T— 


FUNERAL SER MON 


[DEATH 


Joſep Barret, &C. 
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 * ACTS VII. Il. 

| And devout Men carried Stephen to bis 
, Burial, and made great Lamentation over 


_ him. 


HEN we were laſt before God in 
| this Place, on ſuch a ſad occaſion 
as this ( now a Month ago ) little 


: did I ſuſpect, that the removal of 
- this ſo eminent Servant of God, would bave been 
1 the next occaſion for renewal of our Tears, 
7 .j. that his Death would have been the next Call 
/ to this ſolemn ſorrowful Work. I had hoped, 
that God would have been graciouſly pleaſed to 
- | ler fach a young Tree, laden with Fruit, and 
in the Prime of Its —_ to have ſtood a 
great 
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great while yet; but the all-wiſe God knows 
beſt what he hath to do; the Sovereign 
God may managehis Orchard, Plant and Tran- 
ſplant, ſet and pull vp as he pleaſes; and when 
he comes neareſt us, ( as here he hath come ve- 
ry. near us) we muſt be highly ſenſible of his 
Hand, but yet humbly filent and quiet under it. 
I ſee our Pulpit muſt be in Mourning till / It 
is but fix Months fince, that God did both by. 
his Word and Providence call you from, Numb. 
16. 46. To take Fire from the Altar, put on Tn- 
cenſe, and run in quickly, get Atonement made, 
and take up the Controverſje, becauſe the Plague was + 
begun. .” 

The Thing aimed at, is the going, out of the 
Hand of the Lord againſt us in this Place by 
the Death of the Reverend Mr. William Reynolds, 
one of the Three ejected out of their Publick 
Miniſtry here in 1662. who Died Feb. 26th. 
1697. Bleſſed be God, it hath not yet ſpread 44 - 
to any more of your Three, you have Two of -. 
them left ſtill, viz. Mr. John Whitlock, Senior, 
and Mr. John Barret, and may you ftill long. 
have ſo! but Death has reached and ſwept away 
another of your Four Aged Miniſters, that God 
had bleſſed you with, Mr. Wiliam Croſs, an 
Aged Ejected Miniſter, who though not ſtand- 
ing in a Paſtoral Relation to this Congregation, 
yet frequently laboured amongſt them ; it has 
parted Stakes, and taken. half, and left you but 
half. And now Judgment hath again broke - pb 
out in the Houſe of God, we havea fore breach Þ } 
upon us again, and next to a Breach upon the Þ| þ6 
Miniſtry it ſelf. + hin 

Therefore I reckon it proper to ſet before; 

you, the Primitive ChriſtianS Practice . the: 
2 ext: 
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" Text: Judging that what was their Work then, 


ſhonld be ours now: Lamentation is one Thing, 
and a great one that God loudly calls to: by his 
Providence, and an eminent way of expreſſing 
an humble awful Senſe of, and ſuitable Carriage 
towards this ſore and Ipeaking Diſpenfation. 
It's true, this is not the only way of improving 
and ſuitably carrying towards it : The fighting 


the good Fight, running the Chriſtian Race; 


and keeping the Faith ( which this good Ser- 
vant and Soldier of Jeſus-Chriſt was ſo eminent 
tor ) God doth, and Miniſters ſhould, call you 
to a following of him in, as ever you would ob- 
tain:the Crown of Righteouſneſs which he hath 
now got; But this poſſibly may hereafter be urged 
upon,you, for as the proper improvement of ſuch 
a Providence is large and ſhould be continued 


long, ſo it requires more than one Hour to be 


ſpent by the Miniſtry upon fuch a ſtroke, duely 


' to direct and preſs you to a becoming Carriage 


under it. But for the preſent Houp I ſhall take 
it up, with this Particular of our manifold Du- 
ty, this of great Lamentation ; and have choſen 
this Text I have read to you, to preſs it upon 
you from. And I think we have as near a Pa- 
rallel to the occaſion in the Text for great Ea- 
mentation, as moſt that could be found amongſt 
us, one full of Faith, and of the Holy Spirit, 
and of Zeal for God, as Stephen was. 

I may not detain you in the Hiſtory of Ste- 


pber, nor ſtay in-remarking what his Office was 


m the Church ; how eminent he was in it, and 
how. God honoured him for ir, ſetting upon 
his Head the firſt of any in the Goſpel-Church; _ 


F that peculiarly Rich and- ſparkling Crogn of 
* | Martyrdom ; Here you may” notice t60, how 


2 yHe- 
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vilely the Jews by Subordination did ConviR 
him, and with a barbarous Rage put him to 
Death : When they could not ſtand againſt the 
Truth he ſpoke, and the Wiſdom he defended 
it with, they ſtop their Ears, and more like 
Bruits than Men, run upon and Murder him; 
the uſual Sign and Method of a deſparate Cauſe. 
and its Managers : When they are quite over- 
come; at the right Weapons, Truth and 
| Strength of Reaſon, then they have recourſe to 
Noiſe and Viotence: Theſe muſt help them out, 
and give them the Day. 
And once more; We have a fad Inſtance here, 
in theſe Jews, of the wretched. Iſſue of Convi- 
Qions, not rightly entertained, but managed 
by a corrupt obſtinate Heart. They were cut to 
the Heart, Afts 7.54. The Phraſe ſeems not 
much different from that As 2. 37 Thy were 
pricked in their Heart ;, but the Thing was vaſtly 
difterent. Thoſe had their Hearts touched, and 
the Light let,in upon them was imbraced, but 
theſe, though they were Convinced, and their 
Conſciences were touched, yet their Wills and 
Aﬀections were not ; they Sin and Rage ghe 
more againſt the Light: Their Corruptions are 
the more outragious for their Conviftions- And 
10 it is uſually where Convictions are not thank- 
fully taken to and improved, but ſtomacked at, 
and reſiſted. I could not therefore, but as 1 
/ © went along take Notice of this hint the Con- 
| text gives us, and warn you to have a Care of 
ſuch Sinning. See that you cheriſh and be influ- 
enced by the Convictions and Admonitions of 
Conſcience; Sin not againſt them, for that will 
gage your being judicially hardened, and 
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left to your own wretched Hearts, ſo as in a 
| moſt 


wide as never to be repaired. But for theſe 
Things, I refer you to the two foregoing Chap- 
ters, where they lie obvious before you. ' We 
are not at preſent concerned in the Occaſion and 
Manner of his Death, but that which we are now 
called, ſpecially to atrend to for our Direction 
and Imitation is, the becoming carriage"of the 
Chriſtians at Jeruſalem towards Stephen when 
Dead, and the Text ſets it out to us in two 
Inſtaaces, 


"Firſt, Their Care about :a decent interring 
of him. | 

Secondly, Their great Lamentation for the loſs 
of him. | 


Firſt, Their Care about the decent interring 
of him. Dewout Men carried Stephen to bis Bu- 


rial, This is a Duty owing to departed Saints, 
in Honour to. Chriſt, whom they belong, and 
are ſtill united to, even in their Dead and Monl- 
dring Bodies; and in Honour to that Cordial 
Dodqrine, and fundamental Truth of Chriſtia- 


| nity, fo clearly and comfortably revealed, and 


undeniably proved in the Goſpel, the Do&trine 
of the Reſurrettion. The World often makes 


' a great ſtir (to a plain exceſs, and without any 


good ground ) in their Funerals: They beſtow 
a ou deal of Honour upon the Bodies of thoſe, 
whoſe Souls as they were vile, and Chriſtleſs, 
and Graceleſs here, ſo are now hopeleſs. and 
helpleſs and nnſpeakably miſerable in the other 
World, in the infernal Dungeon, and theſe 

B 3 pam- 


of My. Joſeph Barret, ec. 5 "2 


-moſt bare-faced violent manng to tranjple Con- 
ſcience, and ſo make the Breach between you 
-and it, yea, between you and its Maſter, ſo 
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pampered Bodiesggthat were vilely uſed here; | 
are like to be raiſed again at the End of the 
World, moſt vile Bodies indeed with Marks of 
od's Diſpleaſure, yea Vengeance upon them, 
with Horrour, and Ghaſtlineſs, and Trem- 
bling. The World has no ground for its pom- 
pous Funerals from the Do&rine of the Reſur- 
re&ion : There will be ſucha thing; but that is 
no good News to them, but matter of Terrony 
and Torment: They ſhall riſe again, they ſhall 
have their old Bodies reſtored to them, but in a 
{ad Manner and for a fad End; they ſhall be 
Veſſels of Wrath greatly widened in their Ca- 
Pacities, and yet all of theſe filled to the brim 
with the Fury of the. Lord with the hot Diſ- 
pleaſure, the fiery- Indignation of a ſlighted, a- 
buſed Jeſus, that Lamb of God, now become a 
fierce and rending Lion to them. Their Senſes 
ſhall all be then more lively than ever, but ſhall 
have none of thoſe pleaſing Objeas$0 Converſe 
with, that formerly they ſo diſhonoured God, 
and debaſed and defiled themſelves by : But 
quite the contrary, the ſtench and pain of Fire 
and Brimſtone ſhall they for ever ſuffer, the diſ- 
malneſs of the Chains of Everlaſting Darkneſs, 
uttermoſt Darkneſs, that hath no Light but 
what ſcorching Flames give. In a Word, . mi- 
ſerable Bodies ſhall be re-vnited to miſerable - 
Souls, fo to make the Miſery of both the great- 
er, and mutually to increaſe each other's Tor- 
*ment, as they have here been mutually helpers 
to one another in Sin. 

But with Believers it's quite otherwiſe. 
They have a moſt comfortable concern in the 
DoQrine of the :Reſurre&tion : The Spirit of 
God who now dyells in them, their Souls and 

Bo=- 


Bodies too, will raiſe eyen ther Bodies to a glo- 
rious Immortality, Rom. 8. 11. Chriſt will bring 
all thoſe with him, whoſe Bodies now fleep in 
bim; for it is only that part of them that ſleeps 
at Death, their Souls do not, they immediaze- 
ly paſs into Glory, enter into their Harveſt of - 
Eternal Joy, 2 Cof. 5. 1, — 8. Phil, 1.23. AS 
the Souls of the Wicked at the Death of the Bo- 
dy aſſoon as they have finiſhed their Wretched 
Seed-time, of ſowing to the Fleſh, do reap their 
Crop of Eternal Miſery, A&s 1.25. That Trai- 
tor Fudas is gone to his own Place, and thoſe vile 
Sodomites are now Suffering the Vengeance of E- 
ternal Fire, Jade 7. and thoſe final Unbelievers, 
and obſtinate Impenitents 1n Noah's Time, are 
ſaid to be now in Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19. But I may 
not now turn aſide to meet with, and ſhew 1n its 


proper Colours, that unreaſonable, unſcriptu- 


ral, antiſcriptural Notion of the Souls ſleeping, 
or wandring, or fluttering in an uncertain im- 
perfe& State, till the Day of Judgment. The 
thing I was aſſerting is, that Chriſt at the laſt 


"Day, will briog all thoſe with him, whoſe:Bo- 


dies now ſleepin him. He pledges his own Re- 
ſurrection for this, : Theſ. 4. 14. and very large- * 
ly in, 1 Cor. 15. He will change thcir vile Bodies, 
and-make them like to his moſt glorious . Body by his 
Infinite Power, Phil. 3. 21. They bave been the 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Spirit hath 
dwelt in them, 1 Cor.'3. 16. And he will own the 
Temple he has dwelt and been Worſhipped in' 
ſo eminently Believers glorified Gad with 


their Bodies, as well as Souls; yielded them Li- 


vingHotly Sacrifices to his. Honour, Inſtruments 
of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs, and did him 


_ faithful Service with them, and God will of his 
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Free-Grace- glorifie them. And ſure then, we 
may and ſhould (though -not with the Papiſts 
idolize, and fo really abuſe and diſhonour their 
Remains, yet) expreſs our Honour of their Per- 
ſons, in a ſolema decent conveying their Dead 
Bodies to the Grave, ſ1o to ſhew our firm Faith 
. of, and give God the Glory of that moſt revi- 
ving Dodtrine of the Believers glorious Reſur- 
rection. | 

© When the World expreſs ſo much Honour to * 
Wicked Men without any Deſert or Ground, 
even to ſuch who Lived and Died, diſhonourers 
of, and Enemies to God, and whom God 
therefore is reſolved to pour Contempt, yea 
Wrath upon, is it not Pitty that Covenant- 
duſt ſhould not be decently laid up in the Bo- 
ſom of its Mother-Earth ? That the Bodies of 
Believers ſhould not with Solemnity and Ho- 
nour be carried to their long (but, Bleſſed be 
God, not their Everlaſting) Hame, ſeeing 
Chriſt is ſo choice of them, and he is reſolved to 
put ſo much Honour on them in the view of the 
whole Werld, and to all Eternity ? 

But though our Text led us thus to tonch at, 
yet I intend not further to ſtay upon, nor at 
preſent Launch into this large Doctrine of the 
Believer*s Happy ReſurreQtion, nor ſhall ſay a- 
ny more. to the ſolemn honourable Interment 
of their Bodies, as a Duty reſulting from the Pro- 
ſpe& of that their glorious Reſurreion.” The 
thing I mainly had in my Eye in pitching upon 
' this Text 1s. > A» 


. Secondly, The other Inſtance of the Chriſti- 
ans becoming Carriage toward Dead Stephen, 
viz. Their making great Lameniation. over bim. 
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of My. Joſeph Barret, &&c. &9 : 
Not for him properly on Account of any Loſs 
\ he ſuſtained, he was no Loſer, but-an uncon- 
ceiveable Gainer, even by this violent, and to 

outward Appearance , -untimely Death; he 


| | . was got to the Goal, and got poſſeſſed of the 
Crown, the ſooner by it ; but they lamented 
. over him, for the great loſs they ſuſtained by his 
being removed from them. Now the Doftrine, 


that from theſe Words upon the preſent ſad 
Occaſion I would take pp the remainder of 
this Hour, 1s this. 


Dod. i hath been the conſtant Prattice of God's 
People, and is the Duty of all, to be greatly 
affeted with the *Death of good, but eſpecial- 
Iy of eminently good Men, | 


ng ” —Y 5 


1. This hath been the Practice of God's People. 
'Thus in Facobs Caſe, Gen. 50, 10. They mourned 
for bim with a great and wery ſore Lamentation : 
Thus 1frael mourned for Aaron, Numb. 20. 29, #* 
When all the Congregation ſaw that Aaron was dead 
they mourned for bim Thirty Days, even all the Houſe 
of Iſrael. And fo they did for Moſes, Deut. 34. 
8. and for Samxel, 1 Sam. 25. 1. They made 
folema Mourning -for him, a large Funeral ; 
all the Iſralites were gathered together and lamented 
bim. And Jofaah is an Inſtance that muſt be re» 
membred here, and the rather becauſe the pre- 
ſent Subje& of our Diſcourſe,our Deceaſed friend, 
did ſo reſemble him in the Things Foſaab was 
Excellent for, early Piety, remarkable tenderneſs 
of Heart and Zeal in reforming : This Joftab all 
Judah and Jeruſalem mourned for and fo did Jeremi- 
ab: nay.,they made it an Ordinance jn /ſrae] their 
Lamentation was not a Land-flood, upon a _ 
ps ticular 
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ticular occaſion, but ſoon gone and heard of no 
more, but they frequently repeated their La- 
mentations for him, 2 Chron. J5. 24, 25. Yea we 
find thoſe of the weaker Sex, yet where eminent, 
have been generally lamented by good People, 
thus we find the Diſgiples concernd for Dorcas's 
Death, and the Widows Weeping about her, as 
they had good Reaſon, ſeeing ſhe was ſo full of 
good Works, ſo abounding in the Fruit of faith 
and Holineſs. AFs 9. 36.——Jg. But 

2, To particularize ſome of the Reaſons why 
it is*the PraQtice of God's People, and the Duty 
of all, to be greatly affeted with the Death of 
good, but eſpecially of eminently good Men. 
And it 1s thus. t 

I. R. Becauſe of the honour we owe to the 
Spirit and Image of God in the Saints, the Work 
of Grace in them, the intereſt God hath in them, 
and the Relation they ſtand in to God. If ſome 
Prince, or {ome great Man, ſend us his Picture 
lively and curiouſly drawn, ſhould it not grieve 
vs, when we have this removed from our view, 
and taken from us. Out of Love to the Perſons 
we ſhould Love the Picture, and Love to look 
upon it, and be grieved when we cannot do it. 
Now, ( though the bleſſed Jeſus, the only begot- 
ten and eternal Son of God, who muſt have the 
preheminerce in all Things, have this as his 
peculiar Prerogative, that he is the brightneſs 
of his Father*s Glory, the : expreſs Image of his 
Perſon, Heb. 1. 3. yet) lively Saints are lively 
Pictures of the holy God ; they bear his Image, 
and much reſemble him, and it ſhould be very 
grievous to us to loſe ſuch 'as did repreſent 
God ſo takingly to us. Again, they are God's 
Children, which he lends us the Company of, 


nay, 
. | 


nay, if we are Believers, they are our Brethren, 
Children of the ſame Father. with ns, and we 
ſhall expreſs little Loye to God, and little-natu- 
ral Aﬀections, if ſuch be taken from us, and 
we not. be exceedingly affected with it. | 

2. R.' God's People do, ,gad all ſhould, greatly 
lament the Death of eminently good Men, eſpe- 
cially when taken away in the midſt of their 
peculiar uſefulneſs, becauſe it is an Argument 
of God's Diſpleaſure. God Honours the World 
fo far as to Board out his Children in it. Now 
as when a Noble-man takes yall away his Chil- 
dren from the Perſons he Boarded them with, 
on a ſudden, and furprizingly, it intimates ſome 
diſguſt he hath taken; fo it is for God to ftrip 
the World of his Dear Children, eſpecially when 
in the prime of their Time and fſerviceableneis 
when ingaged in great Work, and might in a 
courſe of Nature, been able long vigoroully to 
bave attended it ; It gives juſt ground of Appre- 
henfion that God. is diſpleaſed, and we ſhould be 
grieved at any the leaſt, but eſpecially at plaing 
and great litimations of God's Difpleaſure. 
When God ſhews himſelt any thing angry, and, 
his Anger doth but begin to breath: out, but eſ- 
pecially when it plainly flames out, and he ma- 
nifeſt himſelf to be not a little, but greatly 
Angry we ſhould in Ingenuity be not a little, but 
excedingly grieved at it. 

3 R. God's People do, and all ſhould make 
great Lamentation upon ſuch ſad Occafions as 
theſe before us, as they open a Door to ſore 
Judgements and are Preſages and Forerunners of 
ſuch. As we have Reaſon to be grieved, ſo like- 
wiſe to be greatly Afraid at theſe Tokens of 
God's Anger. God's faithful Servants _ 
Pillars 
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Pillars of the Earth ; they help to hold it up by 
prevailing for the Countinuance of Mercy's, and 
averting. of Judgments. Phinchas turned away 
God's Wrath, he ſtood in the gap that Sin had 
made, and ſo kept Ruine from coming inas a Flood, 
Num, 25, 11. ſo Ggd had deſtroyed Jſrael for 
their great Provocations, had not Moſes bis choſen, 
ſtood before bim in the breach: to turn away us 
wrath, leſt be ſhould deſtroy them, Pſal. 106. 23. 
and you know where to find his Pleading at large 
for them viz. Exod. 32. God is-not willing $0 
deny his People in their Requeſts, and therefore 
when he has, for Holy and Wiſe Purpoſes, no 
Inclination to hear, he many Times lays the Key 
of Prayer out of the Way, and removes his 
praJing Servants; And when he doth ſo in any 

equency or with any peculiar aggravating Cir- 
cumiſtances, as when he removes them Early, or 
in the midſt of eminent uſcfulnefs, it looks fright- 
fully upon the People and Place he removes them 
from : Thus he ſent Lot out of Sodom to make 
away for his deſtroying with that dreadful Over- 
throw; thus he houſed Noah in the Ark, and 
AMetbuſelab in Heaven; and then comes the 
Deluge. I told you under the laſt Head, that 
God's People in the World are like Noblemens 
Children Boarded out, now theſe are gainful 
Guelts, the Place they are in, get well by them, 
' they are well paid for their Table, and have 
many Tokens ſent them for their Gueſt 's-ſake. 
So that when theſe are taken away, there is emi- 
nently Lucrum ceſſans:;, and thus it is when the 
Children of God are removed out of the World , 
it loſes many Mercies and AQs of Kindneſſes 
from God, that it had while his Children were 
with it; but that is not the worſt of it, there is - 
Dammnumn 


eto” 


. - CO. l 


of Mr. Joſeph Barret, &c. 13 
Damnum emergens too, when God removes: his 
People from a Place in diſpleaſure” it is like a 
Princes recalling his Subje&s out of a Forreign 
Countrey, it looks as if he intended to make War 
upon it, and ſend his Armies againſt it. And 
when God's removing his Servants carrys ſuch a 
threatning Intimation in it, well may we be much 
affe&ted with it. * | | 
4. KR, God's People do, and all ſhonld, great- 
ly Lament at the Death of eminently good Men, 
becauſe of the great loſs they hereby ſuſtain as 
to Spirituals. Good Men, eſpecially where more 
than ordinarily eminent, are greatly advanta- 
geous in Soul-concerns; their exemplary Holineſs, 
and ſolidneſs in Chriſtianity, their eminency in 
the Power of Godlineſs, and in holding forth 
the Vertues of Chriſt, have a great tendency, and 
God oft makes much uſe of them, to convince 
. and perſuade ſome, to Direct, Quicken and 
Strengthen others: Now, is it not a ſore Lois, 
and much to be Lamented when dull Souls miſs 
of thoſe, that uſed kind!y to ſpur them on in the 
good Ways of God ? when Dark and Bewildred 
Chriſtians loſe their Guides in this Wilderneſs- 
ſtate, where there are ſo many By-Paths? and 
faint-hearted, low-ſpirited, inconſtant Chriſti- 
ans loſe their ſteady, skilful and bold-fpirited - 
Leaders? when a Church loſes its praying Mem- 
bers that were 1ſraels Princes with God ? When 
a Veſſel] at Sea ſprings a Leak, and takes in a 
great, deal of water, and it muſt keep: pumping 
hard, or elſe its in danger of ſinking dowaright ; 
in ſuch Circumſtances, is it not lamentable to 
loſe thoſe that wrought hard at the Pump them- 
ſelves,and ſet many others on to do ſo and great- 
ly inacouraged them in it ? # 

s. £. 


14 ÞA Faneral Sermon on the Death 


5. R. God's People do, and all ſhould, greatly 
Lament the Death of eminently good Men, as 
there may be reaſon to fear they have had an 
hand in it and been the procuring, provoking 
cauſes of it; eſpecially when .it is plain, and 
Conſcience doth, or however may and ſhoujd, 
Charge them with it, as by ſome Carriage or 
other of theirs unqueſtionable pulling upoa them- 
felves ſuch a ſore Stroke. David had cauſe to 
lament the ſlaughter of the Prieſts, when he 
could ſay to Abiathar I have occaſtoned the Death 
of all the Perſons of thy Fathers Hlonſe. So when 
eminent, uſeful, young Chriftians are taken 
from their ſeveral Great Stations of Service, 
there is ground to refle&t upon our ſelves, and 
fuſpe& whether we be not Acceſſary to this 
Judgment, and have not provoked God fo ſorely 
to diſpence himſelf in his wrath by our not priz- 
ing not improving, not þeing thankful for, not - 
complying with, but grieving fuch eminent 
active Servants of God, hanging back from their 
good Motions, not willing to go their pace, 
not being influenced by their Zeal and exempla- 
rineſs, not forwarding their zealous Deſigns for 
God, though they were willing to accompany 
vs, yea to go foremoſt and firſt meet with the 
| Reproach, loſs of Worldly Friends, prejudice 
of outward State, or any other difficulties, we 
might be apt to affright our ſelves with the 
ſuppoſal of. And if we find we have any of theſe 
ways been guilty of Omiſſions towards them,and 
ſo have provoked God to remove them, we have 
great Cauſe to be deeply affected, and forely' 
afflicted upon their Removal: But eſpecially if 
any have more plainly and groſsly pulled down 
this Judgment upon them, and been the provok- 
ing 
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ing Occaſion of the Death of ſuch, by their aQtual 
diſcouraging and oppoſing them in their Motions 
and Projeas for God, But I here cloſe the 
DoErinal part becauſe I would not be inconve- 
niently long, and yet would have ſome room 
to turn me in the Application. 


APPLICATION. 


I. By Way of InſtruQion in a few Words. 

7. Here ſee the true honourableneſs of being 
really and eminently Religious, what an Incou- 
ragement we have to be ſo, and how inexcuſa- 
ble we muſt needs be, if notwithſtanding ſuch 
an Incouragement from God, we refuſe ſo' to 
be. God hath affixed this great Honour to ſe- 
rious Godlineſs, that it, the moſt of all things, 
makes Men Live deſired, and Die lamented: 
Wicked Men keep up their Eſteem by their 
Grandure, they force a Reputation, and when 
that force is off, all the Reſpe&t that was ſhewn 
them Vaniſhes : Men dare not but expreſs out- 
-ward Reſpect to them, becauſe they are afraid 
of them, but when they need not fear them, 
they deſpiſe them when they. are Dead, their 
Memory rots and ſtinks. But Godlinefs and 
{erious Religion hath this to commend it to us, 
that it makes Men precious both while Living, 
and when Dead too, to ſober and reputable 
Perſons, to all whoſe good Opinion 'is of any 
Reputation, gnd worth the having, the Memo- 
ry of true, and eſpecially of eminent Saints is 
imbalmed, and remains very fragrant, when 
their Bodies are Dead, and lie rotting in the 
Grave: Putrefaction and Stench ſ@zes their Bo- 
dies, but it reaches not their good Name; they 
are 
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are honoured at their Death, they Die lament- 
ed, and their Remembrance is very. grateful and 
pleaſing. They Buried good Hezekiah in the 
chiefeſt of the Sepulchres of the Sons of David, and 
all Judah did bim Honour at his Death, 2. Chron, 
32. 33- The Name of the Wicked ſball rot, but the 
Hemory of the Fuſt ts bleſſed, Prov. 10.7. The 
Righteous ſhall be in Everlaſting Remembrance, 
Pſalm 112.6. And what an Invitation 1s this 
to hearty vigorous ingaging in Gods Service, 


that he hath ſecured ſuch Honour to it? How - 


ſhall we anſwer it, if notwithſtanding, we con- 
tinue afraid or aſhamed of true ſound Religion, 
and the Power of Godlineſs! How ſadly, and 
inexcuſably will they prove miſtaken, who ſeek 


for Honour in other ways, lighting and negle- 


Cting this, which is the only Way to the trueſt 
moſt valuable Honour ? 

2, Here ſee, In the Glaſs of this Truth, ſee 
the odiouſneſs and wretched 'Wickedneſs of re- 


joycing at the Death of good Men. If any be © 


found, openly triumphing, or ſecretly glad, and 
Bleſſing themſelves at ſuch 1d Providences, as 
hereby rid of thoſe that difturbed and ſhamed 
them in their Sins, made their Conſciences un- 
ealie by their convincing Lives, or made their 
ſinful Courſes ſhameful to them, and to coſt 
them ſomething, by their Zeal ro Puniſh, and 
ſo reſtrain and reform their Sins, which are ſo 
provoking' to God, threatning to the Publick, 
and dangerous to the Sinners themſelves, both 
Soul and Body, for Time and Eternity : If any 
ſuch be found, how much Pitty do they need ? 
They ſhew themſelves moſt prophane and ſtupid 
Sinners: Whit got the Men of Sodom, ſuppoſe 
they did, as poſlibly they might, rejoice, _ 

| eaſed 
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eaſed of Lot ? They had but a little Time to in- 
joy their Eaſe and fancied Happineſs in. But 
] hope there are none ſuch as theſe within hear- 
ing. | 

; "Here ſee alſo the great Sin and Stupidity of 
ſuch as are unconcerned, at unaffected with the 
Death of good Men; ſuch as do not riſe to ſuch an 
height of wickedneſs as the forementioned black 
ſort of Sinners do, do not fix upon themſelves 
that plain brand of Hell, rejoycing at the Death 
of eminently good Men ; do not with thoſe two 
and forty profane Children, of probably more 
profane Parents, mock at aſcended E/jjab's, and 
wiſh that remaining El:{þ': would ſoon follow, 
and go up after them - Yet they fix upon them- 
ſelves the brand of unconcernedneſs at fnch 
Providences, and that brand 1s black enobgh ; 
they can weep plentifully, grieve at the very 
Heart for ſome particular private Loſs but ſuch 
publick Loſſes little move them, they are Gallio's 
here; they care for none of theſe things; Let 
but their Eſtates increaſe, their Corn and Wine 
flow in, their Family's Proſper as to outwards, 
they are not concerned, nor can find in their 
Heart to put up a Prayer, ſhed a Tear, or be 
at the pains of one ſenſible Soul-afflicting 
Thought, though good Men Die apace, and 
publick Bleſſings drop away faſt one after ano- 
ther. This is far from God's expreſs Commands, 
and our plain Duty; tbis private, ſelfiſh, hog- 
g1{h Spirit.is quite contrary to theſe. Bur, 


” 


I. Fer Exbortation.” 


1, Let us make great Lamentatien at, be 
very deeply affected- with the*Death 'of God's 
C faith 
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faithful Servants and eſpecially this freſh and 
great Stroke, this preſent peculiarly ſad Occaſion. 
tor ſuch Lamentation. And here as a Ground- 
work to this Exhortation, and to make way for 
irs piercing deeper, let me give you a few touches 
of this late eminent, now glorified Saints Cha- 
rater. You know it 1s not my practice ordinari- 
ly to take up any thing of Funeral Sermons in the 
Encomiums of the Dead: But this before me- 1 
take to be an extraordinary Caſe, and ſo may 
warrantably ſtep out of my uſual Road. Where 
God has been very eminently at work, poliſhed 
and furniſhed at a more than ordinary Rate, and | « 
there are ſeveral things peculiarly quickning in Þ þ 
the Lifes of Chriſtians, one may, yea ſhould bring | h 
ſncb Perſons and the Graces of God's Spiritin h 
them into the Light to the Glory of their Owner 
and Former; therefore I hope 1 may without Þ y 
Offence, and without making a Preſident of it, Þ þ 
draw ſome of the Features of this late lovely | fe 
Saint. Indeed, as I wiſh we may have no more hi 
occaſions for this Work by the Death of ſuch} tc 
eminent Chriſtians; fo I doubt there will not} to 
be many to be found who by ſuch burning and} ſe 
ſhining Lifes will give ſuch occaſion: for holding hi 
forth their Vertves and Graces to the Praiſe off th 
their bleſſed Maſter at their Death. Well! C] 
come ſee a Man heartily bound for Heaven, and} In 
that is got thither early; ſoon ripe, and foonf an 
-gathered. | ab 
He was a true Hanamahb (Neh. 7. 2.) Afaith-N of 
ful man, and one that feared God above many ; 
truly Conſcientious, a cloſe Walker with God; 
the deepeſt Streams run molt ſilently, and the 
fulleſt Veſlels ſound leaſt, ſo he made no! Noilt, 
but had a great deal in him: With the vo 
| G c 
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he indeavoured to hide himſelf, but his fragrancy 
diſcovered him. He was not a talking, and 
noiſy, but an inward, yea an active and buiſte 
Chriſtian; he relied wholly upon the: Righ- 
reouſieſs of the dear Lord Jeſus, the one Medi- 


_ ator between God and Man, for Juſtification he 


looked thither, and only thither for that ( as his 
Papers he hath left behind him abundantly Te- 
ſtify ) yet had a great value for Holineſs, as God's 
Image, Chriſt's Practiſe, and great Deſign, and 
the ' badge of our Allegiance, the neceſfary 
Specimen of our Gratitude to him, and Evidence 
of our Iatereſt in him; he took ſpecial Care that 
his Maſter when ever he came ſhould not find 
him Idle, off of his Work, or Loiteriag in it, as 
his Converſation undeniably demonſtrated. 

He was one ofa very ſolid Judgment and ſa- 
youry Spirit, yea of a rich Spiritual Fancy ; as 
his Occaſional Meditations, of which there were 
ſeveral, do ſufficiently ſpeak. In Imitation of 
his Bleſſed Maſter whom he had a peculiar Love 
to,and much Communion with) he indeavoured 


to ſpiritualize every Thing he met with, the 


ſeaſons &f the Year, the ſeveral Occurrences in 
his Family, nay many things. that not only by 
the Men of the World, but even -by too many 
Chriſtians, are ſuffered ro go by without any 
Improvement; Particularly he much imployed, 
and gave vent unto, a gracious and ful} Heart 
about that which lately was ſo much the Subje& 
of Diſcourſe, and took«» up Mens time and 
Thoughts, though in another Way; oz. the 
Coin, When. others were buſy and mightily 
concerir'd to get clear of their old diminiſhed 
Money, that they might not be outwardly Lo- 
rs by it; he was moſt concerned to put it to 
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Uſe in the beſt Senſe, and get ſpiritual Advan- 
tage by it; there 1s ſcarce a Circumſtance ahout 
the Coin, but he ſome way or other notably im- 
proved 1 ir in his Meditations, and brought Ho- 
ney out of it. 

Not very Jong fince, he had a conſiderable 
Loſs at Sea, but this did not at all either ſoure 
or deject him ; nothing was there to be diſcern- 
ed of any ſuch Loſs in his Carriage afterward, 
no Diſcontent, or Melancholy, no drawing in 
of his open charitable Hand upon this Occaſion ; 
but this Providence ſends him to his Cloſer, and 
there he ſpiritualizes it in a notable Meditation, 
comparing this Loſs to a cutting of his Nails, 
and running the Parallel, in ſurdry Particulars, 
with a great deal of Judgment, and ſpiritual 
Skill and Savourineſs. 

Theſe his Meditations, and his Experiences, 
and Evidences, and the like; I doubt not but are 
worthy to ſee the Light, and would be of Publick 
Uſe, and it 1s Pitty he ſhould not thus continue 
to be vſeftul, when God has by an awful and to 
the Church a very afftiictive Providence ( though 
to him a very gracious one) taken hhn from 
thoſe many Inſtances of Service, he was with 
his whole Heart ingaged in. 

He had a conſiderable Collection of good 
Books, and got more Time to ſpend” with them, 
and made hetter uſe of them than one could have 
Thought, a Perſon that made ſuch Conſcience 
of a Religious Care of and Walk with his Fami- 
ly, and Diligence in his Particular Calling, and 
minding the Publick Intereſt of Chriſt, could 
do. One would wonder, that a Perſon of ſo 
much Buſineſs, could find ſo much Time for 
Reading. Colle&ing, and Compoling, as he 

id ; 
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did; no Queſtion he redeemd a good deal of this —* 
Time from his Sleep. He was a NVathanael, ar 
Iſraclite indeed, ' without guile, a Man of Deligns, 

but. no private, ſelfiſh Ones, they were all tor 

God and his Intereſt; theſe he was full of, and 

e || drove them on heartily, he, deviſed liberal 

e | Things, for the Honour and Houſe of God, 

- | and the good, eſpecially the Spiritual and Eter- 

1, | nal good of others. He was ready to every 

n | good Work, ready to Diltribute; not only to 

. | ſtir vp, and beſpeak others Charity for diſtreſ- 

3 | fed Saints, but was very liberal himſelf on all 

\ ſuch Occaſions. 


© He hath been for ſeveral Years a Monthly 
s, | Contributor to a Family of Diſtreſſed French 
2} | Proteſtants amongſt us ( a Sacrifice with which 


I doubt not God 1s well pleaſed, and doth the 
s, | more require of us at this Time, ſo to expreſs 
re | our Sympathy with thoſe of theſe his Servants 
& | that are now Suffering: ) And he never com-' 
1e | plained of the” Burden, nor made the Continu- 
to | ance of the Charge, the increaſe of his Family, 
h | occaſional Loſſes, nor the numerouſneſs of Ob- 
m | jeAs, an Argument for with-drawing his chari- 
th | table Hand. 
He was very forward and large-hearted in 
»d | Contributing to the Education of hopeful Young 
m, | Men for the Miniſtry; and very eminent for 
ve | his ſetting up, and getting a Maintenance for 
ce | the Goſpel, and not only improved his Intereſt 
1i- | with others, but by his own Purſe incouraged 
ad | 22d ſettled rhe Preaching cf the Goſpel among 
14 | Poor People that could not maintain it, and ig- 
ſo norant, careleſs People, that were unacquaigt- 
ed with the Goſpel, and had no deſire after it; 
Two Congregations eſpecially, one in this 
. G 3 County, 
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County, and the other in the next have Cauſe to 
Bleſs God for him,and I hope will ſtill have much 
more Cauſe. How induſtrious was he in fixing, 


and prudently managing and providing for them 


a Goſpel Miniſtry, and how tranſported with 
any hopes and proſped of Succeſs! A true Ti- 
mothy he was, tew like-minded that ſo natural- 
ly Care for the Things of God, ( Ph. 2. 20, 
21.) Naturally (as Mr. Flavel well gloſſes) in 
Oppoſition not to Spiritzally, but Artificially. 
Many can artificially AQ the Part of a Zealot, 
when their own Temporal Intereſt lies in it; 
bat he naturally and therefore freely, chearful- 
ly and conſtantly Cared for the concerns of 
Chriſt. A true Paxl he was 1n this, the Care 
of the Churches came upon him : A true Simeor, 
could even depart with Joy, when he could ſe 
Chriſt's Glory in the Succeſs of the Goſpel and 
Salvation of poor Souls in an hopeful Way to 
©0 On and Proſper. | | 

He was a mighty Lover of Prayer, very in- 
Iirged and lively in it himſelf; How ſweet and 
{zvoury, when we could get him upon this Du- 


ty at our Private-days, though his Humility and. 


mean Thoughts of himſelf much hindered us 
of this Priviledge. And how earneſt a ſpokeſ- 
Man was he for Prayer: More than once hath 
he been very inſtrumental to ſet up that Week- 
ly Hour of Cloſet-Prayer, more eſpecially for 
the Church : Which the Famous Mr. Richard 
Allen d1d fo incourage in his Time, and which 
was ſo ſucceſsful when firſt ſet np ( v:z. after 
the breaking out of the Popiſh Plot, in 1678 ) 
How many Miniſters in all the Counties about 
us, have ſerious, argumentative Letters of -his 


by them, whereia he intreats them to imploy 


their 
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their Intereſt for ſetting vp this Exerciſe. . 

; Once more: What a peculiar part did he 
bear in ſetting up and managing the Work of 
Reformation among, us, that good Work which 
I hope God will eminently Bleſs, and make a 
means of Bleſſing to us. What ſhare he had in 
breaking the Ice, forming the Society, provi- 
ding you with neceſſary materials for the Work ; 
how uneaſie till Things were ſo ripened as to 
get to Action, and how pleaſed, where there 
was any Succeſs againſt Sia and Irreligion! And 
how many Letters he wrote upon this Buſineſs 
alſo to ſeveral Places to incourage them to ſet 
it on Foot, promiſing them his utmoſt Aſſi- 
ſtance in it; ſome of you know better than I 
can tell you. - In ſhort, he was of a Nehemiah's 
Spirit, grieved for Jeruſalem's Walls lying waſt, 
and very intent upon, very induſtrious in, re- 
pairing them. A true Jo/zah for thoſe Eminen= 
cles of his I have had occaſion to mention be-. 
iore, his Zeal for Reformation, and his Early 
Piety: As good Fofgab, fo this our Joſeph was 
good betimes : He was like his Scripture Name- 
ſake, the Patriarch Joſeph, he feared God Young, 
and was an active Inſtrument ia God's Hand to 
provide for many, and keep many Souls alive, 


- through the Care he took about getting ſpiri- 


tual Food for them, He much reſembled his 
Engliſh Name-ſake Mr. Foſeph Alicia, in Zeal 
for God, and Love to Souls as far as he could 
g0 In his Capacity of a Private Chriſtian, He 
plied his Time, he run faſt, and got to the 
Goal, foon. At the end of the Three and Thir- 
ty Years he had done more for, and got more 
Communion with, God and Chriſt, than many 


'do in double that Time. 


C 4 | Now 


24 A FuneraliSermon on the Death 
Now it is ſuch an one as this, that I call you 
to lament for the loſs of, and ſure you will all 
own, I have a great deal of Reaſon to do ſo, 
To reſume therefore, and a little particularly 
Preſs the Exhortation. And 

1. I would call upon my Self, and crave 
leave humbly to do the like to my Fathers and 
Brethren in the Miniſtry : Be we deeply affe- 
cted with the Death of this eminently good 
Man. We have loſt an Hur, that uſed to help 
us in the Mount by holding «p our Hands, Exod. 
17.12. We have loſt a Praying Friend, that 
was much and mighty upon his Knees, and help- 
ed us much in the Lord. For my Part, I muſt 
ſay of him, as David of his Dear Jonathan, 
2 Sam. 1.26. I am diſtreſſed for Thee my Bro- 
ther., .not for any loſs of thine, but for my loſs of 
Thee. What Dawid ſaid, when Abner was 
Dead, we may ſay upon this ſad Occaſion, (for 
a greater, that 1s a better than Abner 1s here ) 
a great Man is fallen in our Jſrael, and we are 
Weak this Day by the fall of ſuch a Tall Cedar 
as this, 2 Sam. 3. 38, 39. The Houſe of the 
Miniſtry is ſhaken ſorely by this its next Neigh- 
bours, that was ſo ſtrengthning to it, being 
pulled down; We had need therefore to. lament 
greatly. 

2. Do you do ſo too, that are Members of 
this Congregation, which this now glorious 
Member of the Aflembly_and Mother-Church 
above, was once a ſhining Star in. He is now 
removed, that lately directed and guickned you 
in your Publick Worſhip by his awfv], ſerious, 
reverent Carriage in Prayer: He looked not out 
for Matter for Diſtractions as too many do, but 
cloſed his Bodily Eye generally in that Duty, 

| | that 
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of Mr. Joſeph Barret, &c. 25 
that ſo his Sovl-eye might be freer to Jook up- 
ward and inward, and be in a better Capacity 
to attend the oreat Work before him with an 
united Heart. You have loſt one that was a 
great Ornament and Defence to your Chriſtian 
Society, a faithful Keeper of both his own, and 
his Brother's Vineyard; a Guide and Monitor 
by bis Holy, Humble Walk; Eyes to the Blind, 
Feet to the Weak, an Eſtabliſher to the Waver- 
ing, a Spur-to the Dull; you have ſuſtained all 
theſe great Loſſes in this one, in the Loſs of this 
Dear Servant of God. 

3. Let me call on the Members of other 
Churches to Lament with us, out of a brotherly 
Compaſſion to us, and a Fellow-fceling of our 
Loſs; nay, for their own Sakes : I hope they 
haver many Ways fared better for him, and there- 


fore are Partners in this our Loſs, 'and ſhould 


bear a Part inthe Sorrow for him ; 'and 1 doubt 
not, you of the other Congregation in this 
Place, do thns, and many other Congregations, 
when they hear of his Death, will do ſo. There- 
fore to proceed. 

4. You that are Members of the Society for 
Reformation amongſt us, be you deeply affe-« 
Qed with the Loſs of this good Man, Your Par- 
ticular, Peculiar Concern in this Publick Loſs, 
I need not to tell you; be you very ſenſible of 
it, It is a very great breach upon you; his fer- 


' vent Prayers for you, his Prudence, Faithful- 


neſs, Indefatigableneſs, ia the good Work he 
and you were ingaged in, you will find a great 
want of ; be affected with it. 

5. All of you, that are Inhabitants of this 
Place, do you Lament greatly for this great Loſs 


the Church and Nation in general, but this 


Town 
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Town more particularly, hath ſuſtained. We 
have been wonderfully preſerved from Fires and 
{ad Accidents, from contagious Diſtempers and 
other Judgments more than molt Places of this 
bigneſs have been ; we have- been rendred ſome- 
what peculiarly remarkable for the peculiarly 
gracious Fence of Providence about us : But tru- 
ly, if we ſhould have many ſuch loſing Years as 
this hath been, if we ſhould have many more 
ſuch ſtrokes as theſe; nay, if but a few more 
fuch Stakes ſhould be pulled up amongſt us, as 
have of late been, eminent Miniſters, and emi- 
nent Chriſtians of both Sexes, and ſome of them 
in their Prime, if God ſhould continue ſuch Pro- 
vidences, it would look out darkly upon us, as 
if God was about to pull down his Fence, and 
lay us open, and make a way for his Anger : 
Which the infinitely gracious God prevent. O 
Pitty the Place of your Nativity or Abode, and 
be ſenſible of any thing that looks in the leaſt 
like God's coming near to it in Judgment ! Do 
not by your Senſelefsneſs under ſuch ſtrokes as 
theſe, provoke God to repeat them, and fo 
greatly indanger your- Selves, this Place, yea 
the whole Land; And this brings me to the 
next Advice. | 


TE Lament greatly in this Caſe;. but be ſure 
you do it to Purpoſe, ſee that your Lamentati- 
on be ſo Circumſtanced as to be EffeQual, and 
Anſwer its End ; ſee that it be after the right 
Order, according to the, Rules God gives us in 
his Word, and fo as to pleaſe him, or elſe ovr 
greateſt Lamentations will ſignifie- nothing: 1 
muſt but juſt Name Things. 

1. So Lament the Loſs of this Holy Man, as 


ligl- 
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narrowly to ſearch for, and when found, to be- 
wail and heartily to turn from, all the Sins that 
were the Cauſes of ſuch a ftroke upon us. Is 
there not a Cauſe? To be ſure there is, be not 
eafie till you have found it out; and refolve by 
Strength fetched in from Chriſt, to be the 
Death of thoſe Sins, that have procured, as a 
Puniſhment upon us, ſuch a Death as this, that 
we are now Lamenting. Bewail our not pri- 
Zing, not improving ſuch peculiar helps, our 
not. helping with ſuch, our refuſing to be help- 
ed and influenced by them, and the like: I muſt 
leave you in your Selt-RefleCtion to particularize 
and-inlarge here. | 

2. So Lament the Loſsof this Good Man, as 
to imitate him. We ſay we Honour his Me- 
mory, 1 am ſure we ſhould, let us ſee that we 
do, by Writing after the fair Copy he hath left 
us. Endeavour we what we can to.make him 
alive ſtill in his Exemplarineſs and Uſefulneſs, 
by our treading 1a his Steps, that in a Senſe, he 
may not be Dead while we are alive; let us 
Copy out his Holineſs, Zeal, Humility, Cir- 
cumſpection, Self-Acquaintance, and all other 
his ſhining Graces ; let his Death quicken us : 
Imitate we him now he is Dead, more than we 
did ( Alas!) while he was Alive with us; now 
follow we him cloſe, that ſo we may not be E- 
ternally ſeparated from his choice Company, 
and the - better Company he is now with, but 
have grounded Hopes, that: when our turn to 
' Die comes, we ſhall go to him, yea to his God 
and Saviour, and never Part. 

3. Be *(o ſenſible of your Loſs, as now to 
tall more heartily to your Soul-work : You have 


loft a great Help in it, you had need mind it 


more 


®” 


« 
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more your ſelves, and look better. to your own 
Hearts and Steps, when you are deprived of ſuch 
a Faithful, Prudent Watchman, Monitor, and 
Leader, that went before you in the ways of 
God, avoided and warned you of By-ways, and 
directed and incouraged you to Duty by his 
Holy, Lively, and winning Converſation. 

4. So Judiciouſly, Sincerely and Chriſtianly 
Lament for the Loſs of him, as more vigorouſ- 
ly to ſet to the Work, his Head and Heart and 
every Thing was ingaged in, but his wiſe and 
gracious Maſter hath now called him off from. 
Let not this great Work of God fal), or ſo much 
as flag with him. You of that Society, ſtrength- 
en one another's Hands more now, carry on the 
Work; it was an indelible Honour to him, 
that he Died in the- midſt of a Work, God's 
Glory and Chriſts Kingdom is ſo much con- 
cerned in. You have loſt the manifold and ve- 
ry conſiderable Aſſiſtance of a zealous active 
Member, and this ſhould put you upon more 
vigorous Endeavours, to ſupply his lack of Ser- 
vice, and upon taking more Pains with your 
ſelves, and ſtrengthening one another, and 
more cloſly following your Work, ſo to do 
ſomew hat towards repairing your Loſs in the 
removal of ſuch an Helper : And let this ani- 
mate you too, to ſtick to, and carry on the 
Cauſe of God in your Hands, to think that you 
you have a Member of your Society in Heaven. 
And others not attually of this Society, ſhould 
be prevailed with by this ſpeaking Providence 
to be heartily Aſſiſtant tb them that are of it. 
Death has taken off a very induſtriois Work- 
Man, a Maſter-Builder; do you endeavour to 
make it up by putting your Hand and Shoulder 
to the Work of the Lord. s. So 
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- 's. So Lament this great Loſs, as to be more 
at the Throne of Grace, more upon your 
Knees, and beſieging Heaven more, for ſtop- 
ping and ſanQifying this ſore Hand of Gad, for 
helping you and all others in' their Chriſtian 
Calling, and giving out larger Supplies of his 
Spirit. Miniſters ſhould be more prayerful, now 
their help in lively, Goſpel-Crediting, Miniſtry- 
incouraging Chriſtians is leſſened. You that 
have put your hands to the Plough of Reforma- 
tion ſhould now be more frequent and earneſt in 
your Prayers for God's directing and ſtrengthen- 
ing you, that now he hath taken from you an 
eminently helpful Inſtrument, he would graci- 
ouſly be pleaſed the more to help you by him- 
ſelf who fills all Inſtruments who 1s all 77 all, and 
hath the reſidue of the Spirit with him. But, 
theſe things | muſt leave you to inlarge upon. 
I cloſe with one Word. 


IH. To the mnch honoured: in the Lord, and 
now ſorely afflicted, Relations of this precious 
Servant of God, Lament you may, none can 
blame you, and we would heartily Pitty you, 
that the Hand of the Lord hath fo ſorely touch- 
ed yon; we would Lament with you, and for 
you, as well as for ovr ſelves. But Bleſſed be 
God, though the dark fide of this Providence 
be very dark, yet there is a light fide of it too, 
look upon that: The Wound is deep, an 
Bleeds mnch, but there are things God hath 
provided to ſtanch iis Bleeding, and bind np 
the Wound, make uſe of them. I may not pre- 
tend to inforny you of them, only in your Sor- 
row to inmind you. - 
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go A Funeral Serm 
-/2. You the hononred-: Parents, thankfally 
and-admiringly remember what: Canſe you have: 
to Bleſs God (even -notwithſtanding this 'cut- 
ting ſtroke) that'God honoured you with ſuch 
a'Son, lent him to you fo long, and made uſe 
of him ſo much.” :You have loſt a'Son, 'but not 
in a: Courſe of Sin, not Cur off in, and by Ini- 
quity. (as 1s the! Heart-cutting Caſe of many 
Parents; and of more than ordinary,” in this 
looſe, -degenerate Age. ) ' You have loſt a Son, 
but not in a State of Ufeleſsneſs, no nor in'a 
way of mean, and but ordinary Uſefulneſs, but 
one eminently ſerving God, and-the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, which: makes -our Loſs, and yet your 
Comfort the greater: You have loſt ' a dear 
Son, "and that early Comparatively,-carly with 
to his Years, bot not-to his Adtivity ; 
Through Grace he wrought hard, 'and finiſhed 
the Work of an ordinary Life, - in half the 
Time; that which many Chriſtians ſcarce do * 
it: abdve Sixty, he 'did in a little more than 
Thirty''Years. O'Bleſs God, admire his free 
and powerful Grace ! Your Dear Son, hath/gor 
the ſtart of you, and you are following after; 
bat be: Conteat to ſtay a while to carry on rhe 
Work of God, here ; which your Son is called 
from, to follow that which is higher. In a 
Word, pore not finkingly upon this ſtroke, but 
be prevailed with -to join "with us in Prayer, 
that the Wound may not bleed inwardly ſo 'as 
to-{ink your Spirits: Why ſhould the Churdt of - 
Chriſt be bereaved of 'you both in one. Day. 
God hath ſupported you wonderfully under very 
ſharp Frials, and T'truſt he wilt under this. 
28Y ou the difconſolate Widow of this depart- 
ed Servant of Chriſt, yet incourage your Self ': 
tne 
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© of Mr. Joſeph la 
the Lord, your - Husband's God,. your; Ance- 


Kor's God, your: own:-God.. A tender-: choice, : 
' Husband: hath b lefr you, but he hath left a-Richs ® 
Covenant- behind him;#for - you. to lodge your: 


Self, your Children, and all your Conceras in ; 

plead. it humbly. and beliegingly with - God. 
Whatever the: Senfe-of--the Words -may -be, 
Fer. 49:11. As refpecting the Edonutes, God 
ſays it; with. a great: deal of -heartineſs tohis 
faithful ' Servants, Zeave thy Fatberleſs Children 
with me, 1 will. preſerve them alive, and let thy 
Widows truſt in: me. Bleſs God that ever. gave 4 
you ſuch--an Head; ſuch 'ap. Helper ; fol'ow his 
Faith z; cleave to his God, and his God will ſtick 


by you, you need nor fear- it. Your Husband . 


though: to.you,. yet-is Alive; he Lives 10 
, and with God, let that. fatisfie you-z yea, 
et-that exceedingly quicken .you.. . It is /yaur 
great Grief, that you fm ſeparated 3 but:do. but 
tread-in his- ſteps, and in due Time you: ſhall 
reach this Crown; you: ſhall: go to /him- and ſee 
him ;. yeaguſas down with him-in Glory to all E- 
ternity. In: ſhort,; Our: Loſs -is | burt.'we 
muſt own; yours 15 the greateſt all, 1 wonld 
with the heartieſt  Syinpathy acknowledge it + 
_ You haye loſt by/this Providence almoſt-as much 
as could: be loſt ins Creature; but; ſtill, Bleiked 
be Gad;'you:bave a Chriſt to £0:tv, and he: is 
better:than Ten.4gpy; than T Ten. Thouſand of 
the uſefulleſt, deareſt; choiceſt *Greature-Cogr- 
ors; chere cannot. be ſach * — 
e-can abundantly recompenſe it/; es 
fore:and-make'up all in him. May. he, theobeft 


. - of Hiisbands,; bei yours! Hin L--recomaiends't6 
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Gee THE ? 


z OD is various in his Working as to 
$ - Time, Some who lived in a Courſe of 
© Sin, Who walked itn the Ways & their Hearts, &Cc. 
« © Eccl. 11.9. Can tell the Time, the Day, the 
© Text, the. Sermon, the 'Miniſter, when' God 


© the ſignal Providence of God with which he 
© pleaſed to Work——But-others cannorttell the 
© Time,and this hath .been to-ſome a long Time, 
© an ObjeQtion againſt the Truthof their Regene- 
* ration, As if all the Regenerated. Perſons in 


I © any ground 1 Scripturg, for ſnch'a Poſition, 4 
W-: <that are new Born, know -the ' Timteivof their new 
b- © Birth. Doth not God many Tithes in Infancy, 
© in Childhood, caſt in the immortal Seed, which 
© being watered by the Care of Godly Parents at 
£ home, and by the lively Word Preached, ſpring- 
© eth and groweth up, ' the Poor Chriſtian kzows 
© zot how ? This is a meer Vanity and'Devils De- 
© Inffon'to trouble thy Soul:;gpour the Time;look 
* to the Workthat-it be ſoundly wrought 5 24. 
Firmin/Real Chriſtian, Page 13. 

+> SGod's Work isvarious 1n' the Method —— 
© thoſe who have been bred up under clear Goſpel 
'* Preathing,: and the Lord begins his Work, | be- 
© forethey haveabuſed it. in that Manner:as others 
© have done;thole commonly have a greater mix- 
Wag CS 32x = © turs 


© put a ſtop to their Courſe -Others can tell- 


© Scripture knew:the Time —— As if there were - 
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* ture of the Goſpel in the Work ; but others 


* who either live in dark Corners — or have _,.. 


© played the Wantons, abuſed the Grace of God, = 
© thoſe when God Works, ſhall know little - 
©enovgh of the abuſed Goſpel at firſt; Tbid. 
page. 15 
cI _- fo far fr om judging it to be neceſſary 
*to all Chriſtians, ro know the Time of their . 
* Converſion, that 1 think it is in an Ordina-® 
© ry way impoſſible to any Chriſtian; theoſe in- 
* deed, whoſe Lives have *been ſtained with 
© enormous Crimes, :do uſually know when at 
* firſt they began to be reclain'd, + and what 
* were the Thorns with which their Way was firſt 
* hedped up; but how they ſhould know what was 
* the UVitimum non eſſe of the Old Man, and the 
© Priomum efſe of the New Man; how they 
© ſhould know the Nick of Time i in which they 
* ceaſed to be Natural, and began to be Spiritu- 
al, without ſome ſuch Aſſiſtance as is nor-uſu= 
« al, I conceive not. Afr. Hickman, The Be- 
liewers Duty towards the Spirit, page 1 21. 


; CHAP. E. 


Containing an Account of Himſelf, and "Y 
| God's gracious degling with his Soul, in +. 
 bisC. bildhood, and Jounger Tears. 
FL 4S< Lan. 6; 
[ Maas: May, &c. 1684.7] 


Cannot but take Notice'of,, and really thiok 
I have as. great Cauſe to 'bewail the early 
and kamentable Diſcovery of the Corruption of 
D . my 


- 


yy by his S 


my Nature, as ever poor Creature inthe World 


had; and yet withal am in Hopes, that the 


} Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to begin with me 

_ pretty betimes alſo; the firſt Time 
obſerveable to me, was when I was” Learning 
my Primmer : Once as I was in my Chamber, 


my Heart was on a ſudden ſo powerfully wrought 


. upon, that I conld not contain my ſelf, but ran 
'to my Mother who was in the next Room, 
( my Heart being ſo full, that I could not of a 
pretty while declare my Mind ) and begged of 
Her to teach me to Pray and ſing Pſalms ; She 
ſeemed pleaſed with me, and preſently turned 
me to a Prayer inmy Book, and bid me Learn 
that, which I did; 'and ſhe bid me obſerve them 
how they ſang Plalms, and'ſo I might Learn; 
my Father a while after deſired to hear the Pray- 
er I had learnt; I was averſe to it at firſt, the 
Family being by, but upon his renewed Deſires 
I kneeled down to my Work, and found thoſe 
ftirrings within me which I ſcarce knew what 
to make of then; but Alas / theſs good Aﬀecti- 
ons were not conſtant, but met with ſad Inter- 
ruptions afterwards. | 
After I had learnt to read Engliſh, my Fa- 
ther {ent me to School in this Town ( where I 
-was as I remember, about half a Year ) which I 
have many Times thought was no ſmall hinde- 
rance.to my Learning Ghriſt betimes; For tho 
the Care of my Parents was evident, in their 
lacing of mein an honeſt, religious Family, yet 
had more Liberty theo before, and was daily 


among a Company of lewd prophane Boys, which Il. 
proved a great Temptation to me; I have Cauſe: 

to be humbled, when I think of the Childſh 
Folly and Vanity 1 haye here been guilty of, 
"$2" elpect- 
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| too Proud: of the' Name, while [1:t0o tao little 
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eſpeciallythe miſpenſe of a great deal of preci« 
ous Time; but I do not remember that 1 was 


- ( however very ſeldom ) a Ring-leader among © * 


them ; nay, indeed it was not their ordinary 
uſe to truſt me; and when I have been intan- 
gled with them, methought | was uneaſie in my 
Mind, having thoſe inward Checks which many 
times . have ſpoiled my Sport: But my: Frame 
and Carriage before and after compared toge- 
ther, ſo far as I can obſerve, this was Aa. real 
backning to me; I remember it was their Uſe - 
to give every Boy a particular Name, and that 


which they gave me was [. Good ar. ] I ſup- 


poſe it might be in Reproach, becauſe. of my 
Father, but I was very well pleafed with ir, 


regarded the Thing ; ſeveral Things occared to 
me here, which this ſhort hint may bring to my 
Thovghts. 

" By the InftruQions of my Parents, and ſecret 
impulſes upon ny own Spirit, I was pretty ear- 
ly pat upon the Performance of Secret Prayer, 


though my Childifh Fancies, and frightful Con» 


ceits did {ometimes interrupt my PraQtice. heres 
in at the firſt; I was very fearful of being dif- 
covered, which made me make choice of the 
moſt Private Places I could think of, ſometimes 
in the Stable and Out-houſes, and ſometimes-in 


the open Air, when through miyy-Childiſh Con- 
'ceits 1 durſt not have gone into ſuch Places : But 
after a while I begun to be more bold, uſually 
doing it in my Lodging-Room; but was very 

+ -fearful of being over-heard; for 1 loved always 
F to uſe my Voice; one Time above the reſt, 1 
F. temember, when 1 had met with more thaft 'or- 
diaary Enlargement in the Duty; and ſo had 4 
: D 2 


little 
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little exceeded my Time, my Siſter and the 
Maid came up, who lay in the Room by me, at 
which 1 was ſurprized, thinking they would 


wonder what I did up ſo long ; ſo to put it off -; 
the better, I made as though I would have 


frighted them: And I heard my Mother tell my 
Father in the. next Room, the Lad hath fitten 
up all this while to fright them ; though I knew 
otherwiſe, yet I was well Content to let it go 
fo; as though I was aſhamed of my PraQtice, or 


had been ſingular therein; I am ready to think - 
the Hand of my great Enemy was in this Mat- - 


ter: For when I conld have been pretty free at 
other Times, 'yet to be ſure, if I was about. to 
apply my ſelf to this Duty, eſpecially in the 
Night, my Mind ſhould have been filled with 
ſuch Thoughts, and my Fancy fo ſtrangely 


wrought upon ſometimes, that I durſt not for 


my Life have gone alone. 


After a while I begun to diſcern more clear- | 
ly, that I had a love to, and delight in Holy 


Duties : Eſpecially Secret Prayer, and Singing 
of Pſalms, 1n which above others I found my 
Heart moſt:{weetly wrought upon; Many a Time 
when I have been with my God in a Corner, 
and could have heard my Companions at Play, 
my Heart .hath been ready to ſay [ /t's good 
for me to be here. }J Once I remember, the 
-Night before the Day+ called Yalentine-day, 
when | heard others buſie talking, who they 
would have to their Yalentines, | thought with- 
in my Self, could I but get into ſome Corner, 


and there get a ſight of my Heavenly Father, he 


would be the beſt Yalentine for me; which ac- 
-cordingly in the Morning I did, and. indeed I 
was not miftaken in him: For afterwards when 

| | 
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I heard them very buſie in ſuch Talk the Day 
_ after, I had many ſweet Thoughts upon this Ac- 
count, which I attempted ſeveral Times to ſpeak 
of to ſome of my Relations, but always whe it 
came to it, I could not prevail with. my felt to- 
do. fo: And for ſinging of Pſalms, it did me' 
good at Heart to hear a good Iuſty: Company at 
that ſweet Imployment, and I would caſt in my 
Mite as well as I could; my Father ordinarily 
uſed to ſing after Evening Sermon; -O! 1 well 
remember, how it revived my Heart to hear- 
him begin. | | 
It was the great Care of my Dear Parents to 
keep me from Sabbath-Prophanation, a ſerions 
ſtriftneſs herein I found ſame Secret averſenels 
to, though I was aſhamed when at any Time it 
was diſcovered ; and one Part of the Day, upon 
the Account of a Duty wherein I was very defi- 
cient, I could many Times kave heartily wiſhed 
over; yet I hope I was getting Ground of this 
Diſtemper, and could after a while truly call 
the Sabbath my Delight, looking upon theſe as 
the beſt and happieſt Days of my Life, the ap- 
» proach of which [ have many Times longed for 
and rejoiced in, eſpecially thoſe Days wherein 
I had the greateſt Advantages for my. Soul, my 
| Fathers Days at Sandivere ; and it. hath ſadned 
| my Heart to ſee or hear of others prophaniag 
this Day; as it was ordinary for Boys in the 
Summer-time to Bath themſelves, and to go ro 
get Nuts upon 1t, and the like: And 1 have 
| - great cauſe to be thankful unto God, who by his 
| Grace hath kept me back from fuch finfal. ex- 
; travagant Courſes upon His Day, which my Na- 
| ture as Corrupt, was equally inclined to with 
the prophaneſt of them all. | Te 
| D 3 It 
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Ir pleaſed the Lord early to take me under 
the Diſcipline of his Rod, though he laid on ve- 
Ty lightly, compared with what my Sins deſer- 

- ved; upon the Account of my Original Corrup- 
tion, yea, and to prevent that diſhonour which 
F have brought to his Name, in my Life paſt, 
wherein he hath been heaping his Benefits upon 
me: 


Ta Rn Ii, - 
' Hec. * - 


But to the Everlaſting Honour of his Patience 
and Long-ſuffering, I have hitherto been ſpa- 
red ; but while I was Young I had two or three 
dangerous fits of Sickneſs, wherein 1 was given 
up as dead of thoſe about me ; I cannot ſo well 
recolle&t my Frame and Carriage under theſe af- 
fliafve Strokes as I deſire, being as I remember 
ſeven or eight. Years ago: But this I remember, 
under the firſt of theſe Fits being a Feaver 
( which brought me very low, and took away 
the Uſe of my Hands and Feet for a Time when 
it left me, which if it had not done, the Doctor 
told me it had taken away my Life, under this ) 
my Heart was very dead, dull and unaffeRted : 

my Dear Father apprehending my Danger. 
came to me, and began ſeriouſly to Diſcourſe to 
me about the Miſery-of Mankind by the Fall, 
and the way ' of his Recovery by Jeſus Chriſt, 
&'c. Which Sayings of his I laid up in my Heart, 
diligently attending to him, but found it very 
unaffected with them, 'at which I was much-con- 
cerned : There was an Expreſſion T1 had heard 
ſome Body make uſe of in Prayer, run much in 

my Migd,; which was to this Purpoſe [' Lord, 
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if thou hadft taken me away in ſuch or ſuch a fit of 
Sickneſs, before -my Converſion, bow ſad bad my 
Caſe ben? And I begun to fear from my 
Senſeleſsneſs, that I was yet in ſuch a Conditt- 
on; it is like the Diſtemper 1 was then under; 
might do ſomething at leaſt to encreaſe: the In» 
diſpoſition which was uþon my Soul : But if in+ 
deed it was fo with me as I feared, I have cauſe 
. to make mention of. Gods great Mercy in» ſpa- 
ring me alſo in every Prayer I make; I endea- 
- voured to be as patient as I could under the. 
AfﬀiQion, but whether it was not more tq 
pleaſe my Relations and thoſe-about me, and to 
obtain their Commendations, than from: a Sence 
of my Duty I cannot tell, but am ſure the for- 
mer had too great a Hand 11 it. 
Not long after I had a ſudden. though much 
ſhorter Fit, and being laid down upon my_ Bed 
exceeding Sick, and no Body near me, my Ex+ 
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; tremity was ſo great.,that my former Patience was 
. even quite worn out; and had not my. gracious 
God come in ſome way to my Relief, I had 


fainted in this AfMiQtion :- Bat that God who 
doth not uſe to fail his, in: a Time when all o- 
ther Refuges fails them, was. pleaſed to come in 
 |F - with thoſe gracious Manifeſtations of his Love to 
, | my Soul, which did indeed warm to Purpofe 
; that Clod or ſomething worſe within my Breaſt, 
at which I was concerned in my former Illneſs; 
O how ſweet they. were to me/ I can better 'Y 
Think, than Speak or Write of them- "They were W. 
{ach welcome Gueſts to'me, thatL; as it. were, laid * 
alide the Thoughts of my prefent -Extrenuty,-td 
entertain them; * and methornght- I: conld .have 
been Content to have been Sick a great while; 
might I but have enjoyed the {gracious a ” 
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40 God's Early Dealings with Mr. Barret JF 
_ of God then did; my poor Heart got vent to. « 
him in' ſome ſweet Expreſſions, which. I treaſu- 
red up in my Mind, and. made uſe of them in 
Secret, and attempted to have _ them- into 
my Conſtant Form of 'Prayer before my Relati- 
ons, but ſuch was my Childiſh baſhfulneſs that 
I could not. ” 

While 1 was yet Young, as ſoon as I well 
knew what Curſing and_ Swearing, and taking 
Gods Name in Vain was, I found that I had - 
an Abhorrence of, and an Indignation againſt 
thoſe Sins ; it was enough ordinarily to have 
put me into a trembling Poſture, when I have 
heard any make uſe of that Helliſh LanJuage, I 
cannot well tell how it was with me : But after 
I grew bigger,and began to delight more 1n Play, 
_ and uſed ro go Abroad into the Town to ſeek 
for Play-fellows, and ſo was more frequently in 
the Company of ſuch Prophane Boys, the Cor- 
ruption of my Nature ſoon diſcovered it ſelf, 
and I ſadly experienced the Evil of ſuch bad 
Company. for by this means I found my Zeal 
againſt theſe Sins exceedingly to Cool and Lan- 
guiſh, ſo that after a while I could bear with 
them well enough ; nay worſe than that, I be- 
gan to take a ſecret Delight in them; yea, the 
Devil followed. his blow fo ſmartly with me 
here, that he would be tempting me to the 
Commiſſion .of them my. Self, eſpecially when 
alone, and once did prevail with me fo far, as 
to commit them in my Thoughts, which I many 
Times have, and- deſire I never may thiok/'of, 
but with Shame and Grief; yet I dare not but 
own and acknowledge the great goodneſs of God 
ro me, who was pleaſed to give me a ſight of my 
Sin and Miſery while in this decaying _—_ F 
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had many a treubled Thought about it, and be- 
gan to think ſuch Company was to be avoided. 

The fore-mentioned Particular hath coſt me 
many a ſerious and ſad thought; it was not long 
before I began to bethink my ſelf from whence 
] was fallen, and to repent, and renew my for- 


mer Zeal; and in the interim, I had many acheck 


from an awakened Conſcience, much uneaſineſs 
upon my Spirit - But once one Evening, as I 


. 4 was communing with my 'Heart upon my Bed 


about this Matter, L drew up this Reſolution, 
that I would both be more careful for the 
future to avoid ſuch Company, and that whea 
I was caſt into ir, I would - endeayour both 
to have and ſhew more diſlike of thoſe Sins, and 


\- that I would ſpeak of this my Deſign to-one of 


my Companions who was more ſober than the 
reſt, and deſire his Aſſiſtance in reproving of 
them; afterwards. being about to compole ;my 
ſelf to Sleep, I had many comfortable Thoughts 
of what I had done, Comfort being in an unuſu- 
al manner darted into my Mind, which did a- 
gain a lietle revive me: Accordingly the next 
convenient Opportunity I had, walking out with 
my ſaid Companion into the Field, I begun to tell 
him of the frequent and lamentable Commiſſion 
of thoſe Sins.,and deſired him to aſſiſt me in repro- 
ving of them when ever he heard them committed, 
which he readily granted; and though, alas ! 
This Duty was but lamely performed, and with 
little Succeſs, yet I would bleſs God for putting 
ſuch a Thing into my Heart. 

[ have been guilty of much Folly and Vanity 
in my Childhood and. Youth, the Thoughts 
whereof is very grievous to me; and wo to 
me that eyer I was born, if-theſe A 
| ; 2U 
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ſhould lie down with me in the Duſt? Oh, 
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how fad it 1s to think how I have been inſnared 
and drawn into Sin by others ! And that-which 
is fader ſtill, how I have been guilty of draw- 


ing others to Sin, and hardening them in it by - 


my fad Example ! Many have fared the worſe, 


very few I fear that have any way fared the bet- 


ter for me - The Thonghts of theſe Things have 
ſometimes made me fear, that I was yet unac- 


quainted with a a ſaving Change, and that not- - 


withſtanding all my former Hopes to the con- 
trary, I was yet unſound at bottom, my Heart 
not thorough for God ;, and the Devil hath ſet 
in with his Temptations here, and would ſome- 
times hurry me on fo furiouſly, as though: he 
would drive me into Deſpair, tempting me to 
think my Caſe deſperate, that there was not a 
Wretch 1a all the World, all Things conſidered, 
ſo Vile as I : 'So that ſometimes I have been a- 
ble to entertain none but black Thoughts con- 
cerning my ſelf: True, I know more Evil by 
my Self, then 1 do by any one in the World be- 
ſides, and deſire to be deeply humbled*as I have 
Cauſe, if ever poor Creature in this World had; 
and God forbid I ſhould ever forget ſo early a 
diſcovery of the Pravity of my Nature, while I 


have a Day to Live: Yet whether my Miſcar- 


riages have been ſo many, -and ſo preat as is in- 
confiſtent with a State of Grace, I cannot tel], 
however I am ſure I ſhovld judge erroneouſly of 
them, if 1 look upon” them as unpardonable, 
and fo think it my-Duty to ſtrive againſt ſuch 
dejetting Thoughts, which would rather keep 
my Soul from, than drive unto Jeſus Chriſt for 
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Among many other Things, I have Been 
genilty of miſpending much precious Tim=: O, 
how many golden Hours I have ſpent in Play, 
when I ſhould have been remembring my Crea- 
. tor, and minding the Great and Everlaſting 
Concernments of my Soul? How many Holy 
Duties I have by this. means neglected! And 
what Coldneſs, Deadneſs, and DiſtraQtions in 
Duty, that hath by this means been occaſioned, 
whereby God hath been robbed-of his Honour, 
and my poor Soul of the Benefit which otherwiſe 
might have been obtained ? Like a fooliſh Child 
indeed, I have been ſo intent upon my Play, . 
that I could not mind my Spiritual Meal-times ; 
it is no Comfort to me now to think of that 
Time which I have ſpent in needleſs (and con- 
ſequently ſinful ) Recreations, while I might 
have been recreating my Soul with God, in 
thoſe heavenly Sports, and {ſweet -Retiremeants, 
which ſometimes I have enjoyed: What ſhall I 
ſay ? Shall I wiſh I had thoſe Hours now to ſpend 
over again ? Alas, it 1s too late ! O then what 
have I done in trifling away, nay, in miſim- 
ploying that Time, which all the World cannot 
purchaſe back a Moment of ! Oh that I had here- 
in been wiſer for my Soul, that ſo 1 might now 
have had the . early redeeming of Time with 
Comfort to refle& upon ! The Lord grant, that 
a Senſe of my Sin and Folly herein may humble 

me very deeply, and-cauſe me to admire more 
' the Divine Power of his Patience which yet 
. waiteth upon me, .and quicken me to greater 
Diligence in redeeming my Time for the Fu- 
ture: And yet I cannot but take Notice of a 
kind of uneaſifieſs, which was uſnally upon -my 
Spirit at ſuch Times; after the tulleff _ of 
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ſach Pleaſure my Soul hath remained empty, 
far from true Satisfaction ; and at. length I be- 
gun to employ my Time more in Converſing 
with God, and reading good Books, and having 
taſted the ſweetneſs thereof, the former I begun 
more to Nautiate; I hope, I have cauſe to Bleſs 
God for good: Mr. Baxter's Now or Never — his 
Sermon on Matth. 22: 5. Mr. Gouges Young 
Aar's Guide, and other good Books, which at 
ſuch Times I have Read. 

I have alſo been guilty of that hainous Sin of 
Lying : that hainous Sin, 1 do not call it a trick 
of Youth, but would rather tremble to think 
that any ſhould do ſo; 1 would be ſo far from 
making this an Excuſe, my youthful Propenſity 
to it, that I would hereby aggravate it; O 
what Wickedneſs and Folly is bound up in this 
Sin ? And what a wicked Heart is this of mine, 
that is ſo naturally enclined to it! Sometimes 
to eſcape the.Rod, or it may be leſs, I have 
hazarded the Favour of God, and my precious 
Immortal Soul, of more wotth to me than all 
this World; yet judging impartially, according 
to the uttermoſt of my Knowledge and Memo- 
ry. 1 have not made this Sin my common Pra- 
tice ; Methinks with a little Pains I could re- 
colle&t the number of them, for I do not re- 
member that I ever told an Untruth wittingly, 
bur with ſuch an inward Combat as made the 
Time very remarkable and memorable : Sad 
Storms that have been raiſed in my Soul in the 
Commiſſion of this Sin, and very 1ad RefleQi- 
ons that: have followed afterwards; and ſome- 
times I can remember when_I have been : con- 
ſcious of a Fault, and have been ſtrongly tempt- 
ed and ſolicited before to contrive a Lie, to = 
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In bis Child hood and Youth. 45+ 
cuſe my ſelf, or extenvate the Faults; that I have 
caſt out ſuch Temptations with abhorrence, 
ſtriving againſt them with my poor Strength, 
and have prevailed. | 

One thing further I remember, and believe I 
ſhall do while I Live; one Afternoon as I was 
- walking out, I met with a poor Prophane Boy 
that was going a Begging from Town to Town; 
He knowing whoſe Son I was, preſently broke 
out into very Reviling and Threatning Lan- 
guage; I bore it patiently a while, but was a lit- 
tle fearful leaſt he ſhould have done me a miſchief 
being alone : But he going on to provoke me, 
when I was got where I thought 1 could have 
run for it if he had fallen vpon me, thongh 1 
durſt not Anſwer him in his own Language, 
yet being very Angry I begun to Mock him with 
a ſtammering he had in*his Speech; for which he 
very nimbly took me up, his Words I do not 
very well remember ; but they were to this Pur- 
poſe, That Almighty God who bad made bim ſo, 
. Could preſently do the ſame for me ;, which Re- 
proof, though from ſuch a one as he, and ſe- 
conded ( as I remember ) with a bloody Oath, 
yet it pleaſed the Lord ſo to ſet it home upon 
me, that my Mind was munch terrified and per- 
plexed about it a great while after, and I was 
1G continual ExpeQtation when the juit Judgment 
of God he mentioned ſhould fall upon me for my 
Sin ; But it was a warning to me for ever doing 
the like again, and ever after made me more” 
courteous to, and fearful of offending a poor 
Body again; I durſt never tell my Father or 
emigay of this, becauſe I had finned in mocking 
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©46 God's Early Dealings with Mr. Barret 

There 'was one thing I hinted at :before, 
which made me greatly to queſtion the Sinceri- 
ty of my Heart; It was my Fathers Uſe when 
at home, every Lords-day in the Afternoon to 
call us to an Account, what we remembred of 
* the Sermons he had Preachcd that Day ; now 
I could remember but little, and whar I did-ve- 
ry confuſedly - Bat my Siſter had a good Me» 
mory, and could give a very good Account, 
which made my defeQtiveneſs trouble me the 
more, ſo that I have many Times ſecretly wiſh- 
ed that Part of the Sabbath over, which occa- 
fioned many ſad thoughts of Heart in me, be- 
canſe I could not make it out-to my ſelf that I 
counted the Sabbath my Delight; yet I would 
hope it was not the Day or the Duty that I was 
a weary of, but my defeQtiveneſs in the diſcharge 
of it : Bur thous it contirſved with me a confide- 
Table Time, my Heart being in a very uneaſie 
Caſe all the while; I then having juſt learat to 
Write, attempted to take ſomething after him, 
and towards Night would get alone to look 
over what I had written ( which alas, was but 
little, here and there a bit) hoping that this 
might be ſome help to me; but when by thoſe 
hints I have got ſomething conſiderable pretty 
ready in my Thoughts in my Chamber, yet 
when I have been called down to give an Ac- 
count to him, my Mind hath been on a ſudden 
fo ruffled and diſordered that I could ſcarce ſay 
one Word, which troubled me till the more : 
This my ſad Caſe I laid before the Lord with a 
heavy Heart, earneſtly begging his Aſliſtanee, 
which I did not perceive to come, which heighth- 
ned my trouble ſtill ; ſometimes I would take 
my Paper a long with me, and holding it = 
0, 


of his ſight (for Fear. .he ſhould have been An- 
gry with me) when [I have been at a loſs would 
caſt my Eye upon it; this I obſerved, ſome 
took offence at, but once my Father obſerving 
me, contrary to my ExpeQation, with great 
tenderneſs bid me-if I had writ any Thing to 
read it, and afterwards direted and mach en- 
couraged me in it; But alas! 1 could write lit- 
tle, which after a while made me ,yery deſirous 
to learn CharaQters, which after I had reſolved 
upon I ſoon attained to, and by frequent Pra&tice 
came to ſome PerfeQion in them, which have 
ſince been of great uſe to me, and have ſome- 
times made me capable of being:inftromental of 
the good of others Souls, for which I unfeign- 
edly Bleſs the Lord; and now my Mind was much 
ſatisfied, my former Doubt in, a-good Meaſure 
removed, that -I could then wiſh for a whole 
Sabbath with all my Heartz but then alas; a 
new Trouble aroſe, I was full of fears leaſt I 
ſhould hereby take occaſion to forget God's 
Word, and fatisfie my ſelf with the bare Read- 
ing of it, to which I found my baſe Heart encli- 


MY® ned, againſt which my good Father gave me a 


Caution :. But I endeavoured almoſt from my 
firſt beginning to Write, that it might be other- 
wiſe, which I have many Times ſince with much 
Comfort refleted upon, as a greater Sign of the 
Sincerity of my Heart, than the former was of 
the contrary. | | 

. It pleaſed the Lord in ſome Meaſure to endear 
his Honour and Intereſt to me betimes ; when I 
have ſeen or heard of Tranſgreſſors, my Sonk 
hath been grieved ; and I begua to be ſolicitous 
for Jer uſalems welfare, while I had few or no 
Thovghts how to provide far my own; 1 Ine 
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be enquiring how things went with God's 
Church, and when I have heard of any Thing 
that was like to make ill for her, I would be 
concerned and traubled at it, and could very ' 
heartily have joined with the fervent Prayers of 
others for her Proſperity, while I was able to 
ſay but little for her my felt; and. from the 
Sufferings of others of God's People, I begun to 
argue my ef into an ExpeRation of the like 
Trials; 1 delighted much in the reading of a 
Book, Entitled [ The Satnts Encouragment in 
Bad Times ] wherein the Triumphant Deaths of 
ſeveral of the late faithful Witneſſes and Mar- 
tyrs of Jeſus Chriſt is briefly related; my Heart 
was ſo affeted with thoſe full Streams of Joy 
and Conſolation they met with in the midſt of 
their Sufferings,.. that I begun paſſionately to 

deſire the like Sufferings, in hopes of their Com- 
forts, and made it frequently one of my Re- 
queſts to God in my Secret Addreſſes to him, 
that if it was his Will he would Honour me 
with ſuch a Death. I confeſs, I know not what 
to make of this; I would hope there was fome- : , 
thing that was good in it, ſome good AﬀeQi- * 


ons: Yet I am afraid there was a great deal of « * 


that which was bad, which I have Cauſe to be 
aſhamed of and humbled for, much Pride and 
Self-conceitedneſs, as though I was able to Drink 
of that Cup, too little Regard of and Zeal for 
God's Honour, which I ſoon diſcovered and en- 
deavoured to Correct. 

When I was near Fourteen Years.of Age my 
loving and careful] Parents began to be thought- 
ful about diſpoſing of me to ſome Imployment 
in the World, that I might not be uſeleſs and 
burdenſome to my Generation; ſo enquiry was 
macie 
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made which way my Inclinations ſtood; I had 
ſome Deſires to have been a Miniſter, but my 
good Father ( no doubt, ſeeing my great unfit- 
neſs) was diſcouraged from ſetting me apart to 
that Sacred Employment, ſo a Trade was con- 
cluded upon. He took me out one Afternoon 
to walk with him, and asked me, if I was wil- - 
ling to Fo to Londor, telling me of the great Ad- | 
vances that ſome have made in their Eſtates there; 
but I rather choſe to come to this Town, becauſe 
here I ſhould be nearer my Relations, and have. 
the Opportunity of Seeing and Hearing from 
them more frequently, and becauſe here I ſhould 

ſit under my Fathers Miniſtry, which above 0- 
thers the Lord was pleaſed to Bleſs to my Soul ; 

in this my Parents freely conſ7nted to me, as 
indeed nothing was done in this Matter contra- 
ry to my Mind; and I bleſs God my choice 
herein ( which I hope was guided by his wiſe 
and gracious Providence ) I ſee no Cauſe as yet 

to repent, and hope I never ſhall: But then I 
begun to think it my Duty to look up to God 

& for his Direction in fo confiderable a turn of my 
* Life, thovgh alas! I was very defeQtive herein, 
my Prayers I remember, being very @W and 
cuſtomary ; yet I hope, I have fared better for 
the Prayers of others for me; I have received 
many choice Favours at the: Hands of the Lord 
fince I came to this Place; though T have been 
removed from the more conſtant Enjoyment of 
my dear Relations, yet I have enjoyed more of 
God than ever; and I have alſo found more fa- 
vour in the Eyes of thoſe among whom wy Lot 
is caſt, than I could have expeted: And though 
[ have met with ſome malignant Spirits, who 
have not wanted a Will to prejudice me, yet 
| 7 the 
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theLord hath pleaſed in ſome Meaſure fo to guide 
my Ways, that they have not had much Occa- 
ſion or Advantage to do it, and ſometimes the 
Lord hath pleaded my Cauſe being Innocent, 
when I have been either wholly, or in a great. 
meaſure, ſilent my ſelf; and in all my Troubles 
I have had a ſweet Liberty to retire into his 
Preſence, and lay open my Grievances before 
him, in whom I have been enabled to encou- 
rage my ſelf: Many. Things I have met with 
in the paſt Time of my Apprenticeſhip both to 
cauſe my deep Humiliation, and to excite 
Thankſgiving, but I muſt in a great Part paſs 
them by at preſent, endeavouring to. bear them 
in my Thoughts, that ſo I may take Tune 
wiile I have it, for that other great Work 
NO to my ſhame, is in a great meaſure yet 
to do, 

My Eſteem of, and Aﬀection to' God's Holy 
Ordinances I find encreaſed ſince I came to this 
Place; it was grievous to me to think of being 
kept at home on the Lords Days, as our Servants 
by their turns were, and therefore 1 got my Mo» 


ther to requeſt my Maſter that it might be other- _y_- 


wiſe th me; and it was Gods gracious Pre- 
ſence m his Ordinances, that my Soul was 
breathing after; I have many Times grudged my 
- Self my Eating and Sleeping Time, when by this 
my Duty, Time would have been cut ſhorter : 
"Though this ſtinking Fleſh ( to which this poor 
Soul of mine is full little beholden ) hath ſome- 
times hukg back from rifing on Winter Lords- 
Cay Mornings, to go to wait upon God, yet I 

think this is more to be charged upon the 
weakneſs..of the Fleſh, than the. unwillingneſs 
-of the Spirit, for it ſeldom kept me away, _ 
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F have been much concerned at it afterwards, 
ſhaming my ſelf. for i&' before the Lord, bur 
I never thought mnch at my ſelf for any As 
of Self-denial of this Nature; and much more 
I have been willing to deny my Self the 
Time allowed me for idle Sports and Recre- 
ations; when I have had —_ granted me 
without deſiring it, as others of my Felflow- 
| Servants have had; I have rather choſe to 
| FF fpend the Time in God's Service; and when 1 
have had a Prize of this Nature in my Eye, 
I have ſtaid at home at my Work, that ſo 
2 | might witk more Confidence defire Liber- 
ty then, which ſeldom was denied me; ſome- 
times when I have gone to aa Faſt, and have been 
to come away in the midſt of the _— it 
hath ſo troubled me to leave it, that I was for- 
ced to reſolve never to go at the beginning un- 
leſs I could ſtay all the while, but to take the 
FF latter Part of the Day. h 
' Of late Years I have been more ſolicitons and 
doubtful about the Eſtate of my Soul; for in- . - 
48 + deed, till of late 1 have gone on in a fine ſmooth «1 
way, enjoying ( as I really thought at leaſt ) 
| ſpiritual Communion with God in his Ordi- 
| nances, and ſo ordinarily enjoyed inward Peace, 
' BF. vnleſs a breach was made by ſome notable: mi{- 
\ FF carriage, which I endeavoured to make up a- 
gain : But of late I begun to fear, leaſt that 
which 1 called Peace ſhovld prove no better than 
Security and Preſumprtion at laſt, One while 
| I feared my Caſe to be bad, becauſe 1 did not fear 
| it, having never been ſoundly put to it with any 
| donbtinallmy Life, which | have ſometimes heard 
; laid down as an ill Sign; but I was not long af- 


ter that without my Doubts, for: conſidering 
| | E 2 that 
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that I was a Child of Wrath by Nature, and 
the Neceſſity of Converſion, as that without.-it 
there is no Salvation ; and further conſidering 
how great a change that makes, as from a State 
of Sin to a State of Grace, Terms as difterent as 
Heaven and Hell, and that therefore this change 


muſt needs be viſible and remarkable; And fur- 
ther, thinking of the Experience of many Chri- 


ſtians, who can fay at ſuch and ſuch a Time, by 
ſuch and ſuch Means, the Lord begun to' Work. 


upon me, | begun to have ſad Thoughts of my 
ſelf, who can ſay nothing certainly, know not 
when or how any ſuch great and ſaving change 


was wrought upon me; it came into my thoughts. 


ſometimes, what I have read and heard of ſome 
that were Sandihed early, even in their Infan= 
cy, and my proud Heart would fain have been 
faſtning here, but I durſt not, fearing that 
would prove but a ſandy Foundation for me- to 
build npon; good Mr. Whitlock gave me ſome 


DireQion and Satisfaction when I went to him 


to be admitted to the Sacrament; He put the 


Queſtion to me, Whether I knew the Time ? I- 


anſwered No ; Whereupon he replied, that tho? 
it was a thing deſfreable and very comfortable 
when Chriſtians could tell the Time of their 
Converſion, yet It was not a thing neceſflary : 
And ſo if I could but find ſach a change 
wrought it was wel}, though I could not tell 
the Time; and I have fince met with further 
Satisfaftion in what I find to this Purpoſe in 
Holy Mr. Baxte's Dying Thoughts, page 48. 
Mr. Firmiz's Real Chriſtian, page 13. Mr. Hick- 
man's Believers Duty -towards the Spirit, page 
121. And therefore would be no longer curi- 
ous in my Enquiries about this Matter, in which 
I 
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I can never in an ordinary way obtain full Sa- 
tisfa&tion, but reſt ſatisfied if I can but find the 
Work done, though I cannot tell when and 
how, and not at once both Torment my own 
Soul, and gratifie and humour the Devil, who 
next to Grace, envieth a Chriſtian's Peace and 
Comfort. Another Thing which gave rife to. 
my Fears was, that I have not met with thoſe. 
ſtrong Convictions as poor Sinners ordinarily 
do; When many others that have proved ve- 
ry eminent Chriſtians, have met with very 
violent Pangs in the new Birth, I have come 
very eaſily by mine, if there be any ſuch thing : 
| dread to think of flattering my ſelf with un- 
grounded Hopes, and yet I would fear erring 
on the other Hand alſo; and to my great Sa- 
tisfaftion I begun to think, as I have been ſome- 
times taught, that God is pleaſed to uſe various 
Methods in fetching poor ſtraggling Sinners 
home to himſelf; ſome he draws in a more ten- 
der-loving, others in a more terrible way, ſnatch-' 
ing them as Fire-brands out of the Fire; and 
that if God have but drawn me favingly to him- 
ſelf, I ought rather to be thankful that he hath 
dealt ſo gently with me; and I have ſince met 
with a Paſſage in a Sermon of Young Mr. Bil- 
lingfly, which did yield me much SatisfaQtion as 
to my Fears, it was to this Purpoſe. Early Con- 
werts have ſeldom thoſe wiolent Pangs of Sorrow 
and Convwulſzons of Terrour which others feel in the. 
Atew Birth; Chrift draws them with a certain 
ſweetneſs of Comfort, and many Times the Peace 
of ſuch is much more ſetled, than theirs wbo come 
later home, that they have not thoſe doubtings and 
queſtionings of the Work of God upon their Souls 
as thoſe have who ſtay. out longer, And from 
Te a3 3 
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a Paſſage in Mr. Firmin's Real Chriſtian, Page- 


Ls. | | 

Fi bleſs God I have not been wholly a ſtranger 
to the Thoughts of Death, and-theſe have not 
been fick-bed Thoughts only, but when to the 
beſt of my knowledg I have been moſt healthful; 
neither were they {ad, but ſome of the ſweeteſt 
Thovghts that I have had, I fay again, ſweet 
Thoughts, for 1 ſtill feel them to be ſo; ſome- 
times when I thought I had Death in near view, 
my Heart hath given a ſudden and joyful leap 
within me, hoping ſoon to be with Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Language of my Soul being, Ever ſo, come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly ! Yet methought if the 
Lord had any Work or Service, he would pleaſe 
to imploy me in, I was content to yait his time; 
but as for any worldly hopes of mine, I would 
gladly have relinquiſhed them all for Heaven : 
But alas ! this hath not been my conſtant frame, 1 
wiſh it had : The Lord knows, and Conſcience 
thou knoweſt and wilt remember me of it, that 
when my ſpiritual Diſtempers have prevailed, 
which bath been too too frequently, it hath been 
quite otherwiſe, yet thus ſometimes I have found 
it with me. But I doubt I have been too poſitive 
in my Concluſions about this matter, concluding 
that. at the fartheſt I ſhould not live beyond the 
time of my Apprenticeſhip : My Times are in 
God's hand to lengthen or ſhorten as he pleaſeth, 
and it's not my part thus to meaſure them, but 
ſpeedily to prepare for the certain, and yet the 
uncertain Period of them. Poſlibly this might 
be the effe& of Melancholy, bur as yet I cannot 
folly perfwade my ſelf that this is all, a little 
more time wi} better ſatisfy me, But ſuppoſe 
they ſhould be fo, yet if the Lord be pleaſed to 
| b_ quicken 


quicken me by them, to make ready, I ſhall have 
cauſe to bleſs him for ſuch melancholy Thoughts 
to my dying day: AndI am ſureif Death ſhould 
catchy me unprovided, I ſhould be found ſpeech- 
leſs, and left without all excuſe, having out- 
lived my ſelf, my own expectation, ſome years 
already. 

Before I came to be an Apprentice I had ſome 
deſires to have been a Miniſter, but was then 
quite diſcouraged, but ſincemy Deſires have been 
revived and much encreaſed, and I fear have 
ſometimes riſen to the height of ſinful ones, as 
they have cauſed Diſcontentedneſs at my preſent 
condition, and unfitted me for the diſcharge of 
the Duties thereof, though 1 hope my ends in 
the main was right, which if I know my deceit- 
ful Heart, was, that Imight be more conſtantly 
ſpiritually employed, and that I might be more 
ſerviceable unto God, as inſtrumental in the ſa- 
ving of poor Souls, which I look upon'as the hap- 
pielt Employment in the World : O how I have 
been affected ſometimes when I have partaken 
of the Labours of ſome hopeful young Scholars, 
my Heart being at the ſame time full of Joy and 
Grief! O thrice happy Souls, thought I, are 
theſe, who are like to be bleſſed Inſtruments of 
gloritying -God in promoting the recovery. of 
poor loſt Souls, while poor I, am like a Drone 
inthe Hive ; nay, a mere Cumber- ground, good 
for nothing ! I cannot with my Pen expreſs 
how my Heart hath been at ſuch times affected : 
And with Shame and Griet I defire to remember 
and acknowledg it, that I have very much yield- 
ed to diſcontented Thoughts at my condition 
- ypon this account ; ſo that ſometimes my mind 
hath- beea ©- diſcompoſed, that 1 have ſcarce 
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known either what to do or think ; ſometimes I. 
would think I might be a Miniſter ſtill, not- 
withſtanding what was paſt ; but kept all cloſe 
tomy ſelf, which courſe I have found to bepre- 
judicial to me in more caſes beſides this : At laſt 
I reſolved, -if I could not obtain Satisfation my 
ſelf, I would write to my Father .about *; but 
conſidering the Troubles he was labouring un- 
der, and that if he ſhould diſlike my deſign, ir 
would be like to encreaſe them ; and thus where- 
as I ſhould be a Comfort to him, I ſhould prove 
a further Croſs, and lay more load upon his 
Shoulders, whereas I ſhould rather putmiae to 
his Burden, and bear a part with him as I am a- 
ble. This diſcouraged me from it, reſolving ra- 
ther to ſuffer my ſelf: So to ſupply his place I 
begun to take my own Heart'to task ; ſometimes ' 
I would be urging my ſelf with the conſideration 
of the Troubles poor Miniſters (if faithful) are 
expoſed to, which ſeem yet on the growing 
hand : But this was ineffectual, did not take off 
the edge of my Deſires, but rather ſharpned 
them. Then I would think what a great ded] 
went to the making up an able faithful Miniſter, 
and how few of thoſe Qualifications was to be 
found in me, and in how ſmall a degree. This 
Conſideration did much diſcourage me : Some- 
times again I would think how dangerous a thing - 
it is to go out of God's way, as his Preſence and 
Bleſſing is hazarded by it : And that fince his 
Providence had diſpoſed otherwiſe of me, what 
ſtrange Inſolence it was for ſuch a filly fooliſh 
thing, as I, to think of chuſing better for my ſelf; - 
and how little hope there was that the Lord 
ſhould honour me with doing him any Service 
there, if I ſhould intrude, and run before A 
ent. 
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ſent. Sometimes again I wonld think how defi- 


cient I was in the diſcharge of the Duties of my 
preſent condition, how much Guilt 1 muſt take 


along with me; and that if 1 fall ſo ſhort here, 


how little hope I could have of going thorough 
with a Miniſters Task, which is far greater ? 
Sometimes I would think of the fore-mentioned 
Particular, that my time was not like to be long 
here, and that did much quiet me : Methought I 
was willing to relinquiſh all my Projeds for Hea- 


veg ; but my laſt and moſt effectual Courſe for 


Satisfaction was the Duty of Prayer, wheretn I 
earneſtly hegged of God, that if it was his Will 
and my Duty thus to.change my Condition, that 
he would make way for itin his Providence ; and 
if not, that he would quiet my Mind, and give a 
check to my diſcontented Thoughts. And in 
this the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to hear me, 
for it was not long cer I met-with much Satis- 
faction, my Mind being on a ſudden much 
calmed, which Serenity I have ever ſince enjoy- 
ed, though with ſome little Interruption. I 
confeſs, I know not what to think of my ſelf a- 
bout this thing; I am afraid there was too much 
of wretched Self at the bottom, tho it lay very 
much undiſcovered, and I am {ure I have very 
much miſcarri&d about it, and yet methinks, I 
would bleſs God that ſuch a thing as this was in 
my Heart, which I hope was right 1n the main. 
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The Form of his Covenanting with 
God after his being at - the 
Lord's Supper, when ſeventeen 
Years of Ape. 


A Fter a ſolemn Renewal of my Covenant with © 
. Godin that bleſſed Ordinance, the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, I do moſt ſtrifly bind and ob- 
biege my ſelf to the careful diſcharge of the Duties 
following, which I cannot but ſee my ſelf vaſtly want- 
ing in. | 

1do now reſolve upon a coarſe of ſincere and uni- 
werſal Holineſs ; that now 1 will endeavour to live to 
bim that died for me, and to live as one of his Re- 
deemed ones ſhonld live. That fance the Lord bas 
giyen me a taſte of the bitterneſs of Sin, that I will 
now keep up a cloſer Watch againſt all Sin; but'eſpe- 
cially the Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet me, Ant 
fance the Lord hath been pleaſed to mgnifeſt bis Love 
unto my Soul in and through the Lord Feſus Chriſt, I 
do reſolve, though with as deep a ſenſe of my own 
Weakneſs and Inability to do any thing as of my 
felf, together with the Falſeneſs and Treachery of my 
own Heart as I can pet ;, yet by the help and aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit and Grace (which I do moſt earn:ſtly 
implore) I ſay T doreſolve to bave greater care to 
keep my ſelf in the love of God, and not return wil- 
lingly any more to Folly. That I will keep a cloſer 
Watch over my Heart, my inward Thoughts and Af- 
fed IONS. 


feQ1ons ; tegather with my outward Carriage and 
 Adions, endeavouring my whole Converſation may 

be-void of Offence, both towards God and towards 
Alan. Being careful that I offend not with my 
Tongue, that frothy unſayory Diſcourſe come not ſo 
frequently out of my Lips : But that my Diſcourſe 
may be to Edification, may. always tend to the good 
of my own and others. Souls with whom I may con- 
verſe, that my Speech in this Senſe may bewray me 
to the ungodly World, that 1 am none F theme: but -a 
Diſciple of Feſus Chriſk. And to ſee that my Aﬀi- 
ons do apree hereto, that it be my daily care to live 
* piouſly towards God, and: righteouſly towards others, 
and ſoberly towards my. ſelf, And to this end, I do 
reſolve to. call my Heart to tn account conſtantly 
every Night, to judg of the Paſſages of the Day, by 
the Rule the Lord is pleaſed to give me in his Word : 
Tocall my ſelf to an account about the diſcharge of re- 
lIigious Duties towards God, as Prayer and Medita- 
tion, &c. And for my ſtated Prayer, I do reſolve 
to take more heed, that I get not a formal, cuſtomary. 
frame of Heart, that I come not more out of Cuſtom 
than Conſcience ;, and that I will not take up with the 
Work done, the outward part of the Ordinance, un- 
leſs I can meet with God therein :\ That I will endea- 
vour to watch, and ſtrive more againſt vain proud 
Afﬀe@ation, witb all thoſe Corruptions I find my- ſelf 
guilty of. And that I will labour for a lively Heart 
that may feel what with my Tongue 1 ſpeak : That:1 
will endeavonr that Faith and Fervency may be mixs-. 
ed with all my Deſires, And. I will fee that I neg- 
leF not ejaculatory Prayer, and ſee that it comes 
from the earneſt Breathings of my Soul. That I will 
take-more pains in ſerious godly Meditation: That 
1 will be a more thinking Chriſtian. And fo ## the 
d[charge of every Dnty I will endeavour to be move 
ſerious 
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ſerious and diligent, looking both to the matter and 
manner of them : That 1 will be more diligent m 

eparation for Duty, and be very intent upon it - 
And that T1 will not content my ſelf with the bare do- 
ing of any Duty, unleſs I can obtain and enjoy Com- 
m1110n with God in it. 

Ando that I will be more careful to diſcharge my 
Duty to others, thoſe Duties, the Place and Relati- 
ons, the Providence of God hath pleaſed to ſet me in, 
calls for : That Imay ſo catry it, as to have a Conſci- 
ence void of Offence, as towards God, ſo likewiſe to- 
wards Man : That 1 nill labour after a merciful 
loving Frame and Diſpoſation towards all Aer ; 
learn to love my Enemies, to wiſh the beſt good I can 
poſſibly to them, which is their Converſion, in order 
to thezr eternal Salvation. But that they ſhall have 
the greateſt ſharc of my Love that are moſt like my 
. dear Saviour : That I will do whatever 1 can for the 

good of others, the Salvation of others Souls, im- 
prove my Talents more for the Glory of God, be a 
. ſhinins Light to others, lay out my ſelf now in my 
Youth, conſidering how much precious time, even ſe- 
genteen Years, I have ſpent, and to little purpoſe, 
God knows. 

So likewiſe, that I will endeavour to Irve ſoberly 
towards my ſelf, that neither by the negled of thoſe 
outward Mercies the Lord 1s pleaſed to wouchſafe, 
nor by #he abuſe of them, I turn them to my hurt. 
So now as I am a living /Aonument of God's Mercy, 
1n order that T may be a hwely Inſtrument of his 
Praiſe, I do reſolve to take a ſtrict account of my 
Ways by his Help, and to try my Thoughts, Words 
and Actions every Night by bis Word. And for my 
Help herein I look upon it a good way to be oft refle(t- 
ing apon my felf in this manner ;, Will this be Com- 
fort at Nignt ? So by calling my - Heatt to account 
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bere, I may be preparing to give np my ,account to 
God at the great Day; even ſo prepafing, that it 
may be with Joy and not with Grief. So here I do 
(in a moſt ſolemn way and manner, as in the Pre- 
ſence of that God that will &er long take an account of 
me for this very thing) moſt ſtridtly bind and tie my 
ſelf to the careful Diſcharge of theſe Duties, with an 
eye tothe Penalty due in caſe of the Forfeiture of this 
my Covenanting-Bond, which is eternal Miſery,which 
is due to the leaſt Sin: Aﬀter ſincere and earneſt 
Prayer to God, that he would be pleaſed to Gouchſafe 
= Help and Aſſiſtance, without whom 1 can do no- 
thing. | 


Witneſs my Hand 
Nottingham, 4 i 


June 4, 1682. Jo. Barrett. 
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Containing the Deſcription of the State of his 
Soul, with ſome Hints by way of Preface 
concerning the Duty of Self-Examination. 


T pleaſed the bleſſed God to create Man at 
firſt in a holy and happy Eſtate ; bur his 
Eſtate by the Fall is become ſinful and miſerable, 
tho not altogether hopeleſs and remedileſs; for 
ſuch was his Pitty and Compaſſion, and Divine 
Bounty towards poor offending and Hell-de- 
ſerving Creatures, that he gave his only begot- 

ten Son to be a Saviour and Redeemer to all - 
thoſe that will accept of him, on thoſe low and 
gracious Terms whereon he is offered in the Go- 
« {pel. 


TI - - NEOY ,- . Hake 4 J 7 ha ia A » "i AE TY " 4 R " M” 
&Y PRE, SE, bo Hr eB * T0 . «c/o , 
wy * 5 : 230g 3 Ace. bn” ** _ & .  <—_-_ ts k 5 Oe” "% _ OO» 
p z > Rn” eſs Ms VP. ESE VE 6 4th Þ.” hn Eee SN --, DET 7 
Þ %2 + - ” J * = 


pr 


bg 


63 The State of bis Soul Deſcribed, 


| ſpel. Butyet alas! notwithſtanding this wiſe 


Plot of the- bleſſed Trinity for Man's Salvation 
and eternal Happineſs,- how many are there that. 
will not be perſwaded to cole unto him, thar. 
ſo they may have Life, for whom it had been 
-better, had they never been born; or had Chrift. 


*never done and ſuffered fo much as to make their 


Salvation attainable 2 How. neceſſary then is it, 
eſpecially in ſuch a day as this, that I make a di- 
ligent ſearch and enquiry into the Eſtate of my 
Soul, toTee whether I have that which will enti- 
tle-me to - Chriſt and Salvation by him, even Re- 
generation, the enlightaing and healing Work 
of his Spirit ? or whether I be not yet a Stranger 
to, andat a diſtancefrom him ? I hope throngh 
the Free Grace and diſtinguiſhing Mercy of God; 
a good Work hath been begun upon my Heart ; 
yet by reaſon-of the weakneſs of Grace, ſtrength 
of Corruption, and violence of Temptation, 
eſpecially after Relapſes into Sin, I find many 
Doubts and Fears to ariſe in my Soul, many 
times being ready to queſtion whether the Root 
of the .Matter be in me or no: Whether the 
faving change by Grace hath paſſed upon me or 
no ? My Conſcience caſting a'What doſt thou more 
than others in my teeth. So I thought it my du- 
ty, anda courſe likely to prove very advantage- 
ous to me, (however I find matters with me) 
with all ſerious diligence- (not making it the 
Work of an hour or a day, but ſpending many 
ferious, deep, and deliberate Thonghts abour 
it, as a matter of great Moment) to ſee whether 


F can find any thing of the bleſſed Genius and _ 4 | 


fweet Diſpoſition of a: Chriſtian in my Sonl ? 


_ and this to write down, that it may be of uſe to 


me when under the.þke Temptation. This 
PS 5.9 : | Heart-- 
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Heart-ſearching Work I find my Heart exceed- 
ing loth to be brought unto; though an en- 
lightaed Conſcience, inthe matter, will not ler 
me be.quiet without doing ſomething ; yet I am 
ready to be lighty, careleſs, and perfunQoryin 
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my ſearch (which will not -do with a deceitful - 


Heart) without making a diligent Scrutiny into 
the ſecret and dark Corners of my Soul; which 
Lamſure will not fall in amongſt Marks of Since-. 
rity, but do much to prove the contrary ; yea I 
think will do it abſolutely, if- in a prevailing 
degree : Bankrupts care not for” looking into 
their Account-Books. That part of my Body 
which 1 cannot endure to have touched, I con- 
clude is not found and right, Yet I would not 
by this he quite diſcouraged, make a ſtop here, 
and draw Concluſions from this, without making 
further enquiry into the matter, becauſe 1 have 
heard this complained of, as the Malady of many 
honeſt Sonls ; eſpecially when 1 conſider how 
this thwarts with, and liescroſs to the Intereſt 
of corrupt Nature, Remainders of which there 
i5-1n the-beſt while here, eſpecially in ſuch un- 
ſanQified Sovls as mine is. 

I find my ſelf further diſcouragec 
Work, from the conſideration of tl 
of it,” by reaſon of the fathomleſs Depil 
celt that is in my Heart. Good Lord ! \ 
know ſach a Heart as mine except thy felf? And 
it becomes more difficult to me, becauſe I'have 
been fo greata Stranger to it. Yet think I, The 
more difficult the more excellent, And the Ad- | 
vantage which I may reaſonably expect from 4 | 
ſerious diligent management of it, willquite outs ; 
balance all its Difficulties, and- Delays will.en- | 
creaſe the Difficulty, And further I am got to 


engage 
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engage in itin my own Strength, and why may 
I not be enabled to do all things through Chriſt 
ſtrengthning me? And now dear God and Fa- 
aer, in and through Jeſus Chriſt, do not here 
remember againſt me former Iniquities, in re- 
fuſing thy Calls, deſpiſing thy Counſtls, and 
diſregarding thy Reproofs in this matter ; ſo as 
to be thereby provoked, not to anſwer now I 
call, and to refuſe tobe found of me, now.I de- 
fire to ſeek thee with my whole Heart. Do not 
leave me to my poor, dark, dead, confuſed and 
hypocritical Self: but do thou beſtow upon thy 
poor, unworthy Servant, who confeſſes he dt- 
ſerves not ſa much as the leaſt outward favour at 
thy hands, a Divine Effuſion of Heavenly Light 
and Love in this my needful time, for his ſake 
in whom I truſt. And ſeeing it is laid down in 
God's good Word, and hath often been by his 
faithful Ambaſſadors Jaid before me, as my great 
and neceſſary Duty, and exceeding great Privi- 
ledge to be good betimes, to confecrate the 
flower of my Days to God. I deſire to make this 
the firſt part of my Work, to reflect upoa my 
paſt Life, to look back to my young Years, ſo 
far as I am able; and impartially to collet and 
ſet downhole things I can gather any thing 
from, «Without needleſs Curioſity either in my 
Phraſe, *It being for my own Eyes and Uſe, and 
not anothers, though writ in long hand ; or be- 
ing too much concerned about reducing things 
to their proper Heads and Flaces,. it being a 
thing very difficult, if not impoſſible for one of 
my Capacity, and little tending to the nature 
and defign of this Work, which is not to diſco- 
ver Gitts and Parts, wherein I am fo low and 
mean (though to write my Thoughts oy; - 
. 121 
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find too great a tange of ſuch low and corrupt 
Principles aad Ends, in this facred Work, which 
with abhorrence I Strive and Pray againſt ) But 
the- ſparks of true and ſaving Grace, if yet en- 
kindled in my Soul. 

And here I deſire to poſſeſs my Mind with 
this previous Conſideration, that it has graci- 
ouſly pleaſed God to..chuſe out ſuch Parents 
and Relations for me, and caſt my Lot in ſuch 
a Family, where I bave had many precious Ad- 
vantages for my Soul, where I might have been 
as good as I would : Oh I have fat under the 
droppings of the SanQuary ! I have been the 
Child of many Inſtructions, Reproofs and Pray- 
ers, for theſe two Reaſons. 

1. To keep me Humble, that if I find any 
thing I can draw Comfort from, the ſwellings 
of Pride and Self-conceitedneſs may be kept 
down; Who made me differ ? * What have I 
that I have not received ? Yea, how much more 
might I have received, had I not been unfaith- 
ful in the Improvement of thoſe means, and 
helps 1 have enjoyed ? Unfaithful to God, and 
to the Intereſt of my precious and immortal 
Soul ! ; 

2. As to humble, ſo to quicken me; that when 
I diſcover my great fallings ſhort in my At- 
tzinments, conſidering the means vouchiafed to 
me, it may quicken me to greater Diligence for 
the Future, Oh! Where might I have been ? 
What Knowledge and Grace might I have at- 
tained to, had 1 but had Wiſdom to improye 
* thoſe Prizes that have been put into my Hand ? 
Good Lord ! how many are there, who bave 


been below me in Means, who are far beyond® 


me in Attainments. How many have got the 
F ſtart 
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ſtart of me a great deal in Heavens-way, who 
have had more to hinder them, and leſs to for- 


ward them than I have had ? How unlike am 1; 
to ſuch a Father? Thoſe Vertues that ſhew 


forth themſelves in him, how do the contrary 
Vices too manifeſtly appear in me ? Who could 
know me, if they only looked into my. Life and 


Converſation ; eſpecially, if they could ſee my. 


Heart and Thoughts, and did not hear my 
Name? And how unlike am Þ to the Perſon, 
for and to whom God hath appeared ſo won- 
derfully Gracious? For whom he hath done 
more, than for many of his own Dear Chil- 
dren, who have better deſerved, and wonld 
have better improved it? Now, Oh that a 
Sence hereof, may both humble and quicken my 
prov , Yet lazy and wretchedly indifferent 
Soul. 

And now Oh dear God, the God of al] 
Grace, the Father of Mercy, and the: God of all 
Comfort, I defire to look up to, and wait upon 
Thee for thy Divine Aſſiſtance, thou knoweſt 1 
deſire to take Thee along with me in all my Un- 
dertakings, but-eſpecially in this of ſo great dith- 
culty and concern, Oh for ſome Divine Influen- 
ces from Thee the God of Life, and Light, and 
Love! Oh for an influx of Heavenly. Light and 
Love in this Time of my Need! Help me in 
this great work of ſerious Self-Refletion. and 
Examination, againſt all low and corrupt Prin- 
ciples and Ends, againſt all Partiality and Hy- 
pocriſie, againſt all ſlightineſs and careleſsneſs, 


and grant that my Afﬀections and Endeavours : 


may be ſuitable to the diſcovery. of my Eftate. 
If upon ſerious Enquiry I have cauſe to fear my 
Caſe is as yet bad, and dangerous, humble TY 
or 
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for my Sin with all the ſad Aggravations of it; 
and help me ſeriouſly, deliberately and ſpeedi- 
ly to flee from the Wrath to come, by acquaint- 
ing my felf with Thee in and through Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ſo 1 may be at Peace, and have 
much good come unto me. And if upon the 0- 
ther Hand, I can find any good ground to Hope 
that my SouP is brought into a ſafe and ſecure 
Eſtate by Jeſus Chriſt, as thy Holy Spirit hath 
already witneſſed objeCtively, in working thoſe 
gracious Qualifications in my Soul which are the 
Conditions of the Covenant of Grace. So now 
let it (though by me a grieved Spirit ) witneſs 
effectively, irradiating my Soul with a Grace- 
diſcovering Light, ſo ſhining upon his own 
Work, ag may powerfully and effeQtually con« 
vince me of the ſame. Oh vouchſafe to thy un- 
worthy Servant, the Joy of thy Salvation ! And 
let all the Comfort I have or ſhall ever attain 
unto, influence me more and more to Holineſs 
of Heart and Life, Amen. 


It highly concerns me to do my beſt to know 
how Matters ſtand between God and my Soul, 
and how its like to go with me 1n the other 


World. Here in order to my SatisfaQtion, Iam 


to conſider, that lapſed Mankind is now under 
a Law or Covenant of Grace, ſo that though per- 
&& ſinleſs Obedience be ſtill my Duty, yet it is 
not inſiſted on. as the Condition of my Juſtifca- 


' tion and Salvation ; God is graciouſly pleaſed in 


this Covenaat to accept of Sincerity, which is 
the loweſt ſtep that his Honour and the great 
Ends of Redemption will allow him to take ; 
and therefore my great Work here, is to en- 


quire after the Sincerity of my Heart, to ſee 


F 2 whether 


* 
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whether the chief prevailing Bent and Bias of 
my Soul be towards God, and Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Heaven yea, or no; and ſeeing the final Sen- 
tence will be paſſed upon me in Judgment, ac- 
cording to my Performance, or Non-pertor- 
mance of the Conditions of this Covenant : 
Therefore 1 conclude, that as I find Matters with 
me here, ( vpon the ſtricteſt ſearch that I can 
make, after earneſt Prayer to God) I may war- 
rantably, yea, and ought to draw up a Con- 
cluſion concerning mine Eſtate, and paſs a 
righteous Judgment on my ſelf. 


Nottingham, OQob. No. 1686. 


© a 


©. 
A True and Impartial Deſcription of the 
Eſtate of my Soul, ſo far as I can diſ- 


cern it. 


Find the Lord hath by his Spirit been at 
Work upon my Soul, convincing me of 
my ſinful and miſerable Eſtate by Reaſon of 
that original and univerſal Corruption of Na- 
ture which I brovght with me into the World, 


and the many actual and aggravated Sins and 


Tranſgreſſions of my Life; He hath opened my 
Eyes to ſee an inconceiveable Evil in Sin, and 
ſo that it deſerves an inconceiveable and end- 
leſs Puniſhment, ſo that it lieth-upon my Soul 
as a burden too heavy for me to bear; He hath 


made me ſenſible not only of the guilt of Sin, 


but of its Power and Pollution too, thongh. I 
am not at all Times alike ſenſible, nor indeed at 
any Time in that Meaſure aid Degree which 
| is 
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is my Duty and Deſire;. I would fain be eaſed - 
' of this Burden, and get rid of Sin; but alas! it 
cleaveth faſt unto me ; I am really Convinced 
that I am a moſt miſerable, loſt, undone Crea- 
ture in'my ſelf: And I ſee and feel ſuch wants 
; as no Creature can ſupply, ſuch Burdens as no 
1 Creature can remove; Sin hath made me miſe- 
1 rable, and God alone can make me Happy- 
I 


I am convinced that God is the chief good, 
and accordingly ( if I know my own Heart ) I 
have choſen him for my Portion, and place my 
chief Happineſs in him; I do from my very 
Heart utterly diſclaim and renounce all other 
Things whatſoever as my Portion and All, re- 
ſolving never to be put off with them, to ac- 


; quieſce no where but in God himſelf; He is the 
Center of my Soul; I prize him above all, and 
4 hope I ſhall be ready to part with that which is 


- | deareſt to me, rather than forſake him; 1 think 
I -can truly ſay with the Pfalmiſt [ Whom have 
| T in Heaven but Thee? And thefe is none on Earth 
f that I defire in Compariſon of Thee; 1 find more 
ſweet Satisfaction and Delight in Communion 
with him here, than'in any Earthly Enjoyment : 
And the bleſſed Viſion and Fruition of him in 
Heaven, is that Thing my Heart is moſt ſet vp- 
on : It is many Times a ſore Heart-break to me, 
to think that I ſhould in -ſo great a meaſure live 
as without him in the World; and .an Eternal 
Separation from him hereafter, I more dread 
than any other Thing. 

The Lord hath revealed his Son Jefus Chriſt 
unto me, as the Way unto Himſelf: And fo 
far as I can diſcern, I am unfeignedly willing 
to cloſe with him on Covenant-Terms, yea, 
andthat I have done it already ; and I do now 
| T2 | upon 
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upon ſerjoys mature Deliberation, own and: 
renew this my former Choice; 1 do heartily: 
with thankfulneſs embrace this his moſt rich and 
gracious Offer held forth to me in the Goſpel, 
taking him for my alone Lord and Saviour ; 


renouncing all Carnal Confidence, 1 am reſol- 


ved to abide by his Merits, and truſt in him a- 
lone as my Righteouſneſs with the Father ; and 
I alfo take him for my Lord and King, to free 
me not only from the Condemning, but as well 
from the Commanding Power of Sin, which I as 
heartily defire, to ſanRifiey Rule, and Govern 
me by his Word and Spirit; and I do as ſo- 
lemnly, deliberately and chearfully reſign my 
{If into his Hands, to be ſaved by him in his own 
Way; 1 am unfeignedly willing to have the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all his Offices, with all his 
Benefits, and to giye back my poor All to him; 
and it is a great Grief to me, that I have not 
Power to give him preſent acQuaÞ Poſſeſſion of 
ſo much as I would have him have: Lord, be 
pleaſed to take that which 1 would faign give 
Thee, bur alas cannot / 

My Corruptions are very ſtrong, I am oft 
fadly foiled and run down by them, which hath 
ſorely ſhaken my Confidence; yet 1 hope ( up- 
on. the ſtricteſt ſearch that I can make ) that 
the Intereſt of God and Chriſt is predominant 
m my Soul, and that Sin doth not Reign bur 
Tyrannize; I had much rather obey perftealy, 
than have a Diſpenſation to break any of his 
Laws; Iknow no Sin-in my Heart, but I ha- 
bitually more hate than love it: I Watch and 
Pray, and ſtrive againſt it with that little 
Strength I have, and when I am worſted by it 
ic is againſt my ſettled Purpoſe : 1 do not yiel 
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my ſelf up as a Servant to Sin, to. obay it; I 
find there is a contrary Principle in my Heart, 
which 1s kept alive, and gets above again when 
the Violence of the Temptation is over : So that 
L am not reconciled to Sin, nor. for a ſinful 
Courſe; I would not Part with my good Ma- 
ſter Jeſus Chriſt, for the deareſt Luſt I have; 
and I can heartily Bleſs God for the moſt ſmart- 

ing Afﬀictions, which help me forward in a 
Work of Mortification; and where the - Heart 
and Will is more againſt Sin than for it, I hope 
it ſhall not prove Mortal. Paje 

I take Notice of the inward ſtirrings of Cor- 
ryption, and am grieved at, and humbled for 
them ; I watch my Heart as narrowly as I cag, 
that ſo I may*obſerve the firſt Motions of Sin 


to ſuppreſs them ; I endeavour to nip Sin in 


the Bud : My Heart is very prone to ſinful wick- 
ed Thoughts, they oft crowd ina upon me, but 
they are a Burden to me; I cannot keep them 


out, but I endeayour to caſt them out; 1 would 


| not ſuffer them to lodge within me: And I am 
never ſo eaſie and well-pleaſed with my {elf, as 
when I can at any Time find my Heart in a 
good Frame. | | 

I Hope 1 truly Love God, as God; that 1 
Love him for his eſſential Beauty and Loveli- 
neſs, and not only for his Benefits: That I Love 
him not only as a merciful, but alſo as he is. a 
Holy God; and I do alſo hope, that he hath 
the Supremacy ina my Heart and Aﬀections - I 
think I may be ſure @f this, that I do really 
eſteem and prefer, chuſe and embrace him 
above all; I never think I Love him enough, 
ar--ſerve him enongh, or that 1 am near enqugh 
to him, and enjoy-epough of him; But-alas ! it 
| F 4 grieves 
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jevesMe many times to think, that my Heart 
ſhould be ſo eſtranged from him: as I find ir is; 
that I ſhould think no more frequently and de- 
lightfully of him; yet I dp not baniſh the 
Thoughts of God out of my Mind, no they are 
welcome Gueſts to me, I am glad of them : 
And I frequently ſhame my ſelf before the Lord, 
for the Diſaffection of my Soul towards him, 
which appears and diſcovers it ſelf to me this 
way, and am ſtriving to work it out. 

I love to love God; 1 taſte much Sweetneſs in, 
and am exceedingly delighted with the warm and 
lively Exerciſe of this precious Grace ; I am 
glad at my very Heart when I can at any+time 
feel that 1 do indeed love him; I am never ſo 
well pleaſed with my ſelf as then ;*and I long to 
love and enjoy him perfectly in Heaven, as my 
chief-Felicity; and I defire the manifeſtation of 
his Love to my Soul chiefly for this end, that fo 
I may have my Heart more drawn out in love to 
him. 
Indeed I can add nothing to him. : If I be 
righteous, what do I give him ? ButI find my 
ſelf exceedingly pleaſed and delighted many 
times; when I think ſeriouſly that thereare ſnch 
and ſuch infinitely glorious Excellencies and Per- 
fe&ions in him; it 1s a reviving' to my poor 
Heart many times when I am under painful Mi- 
ſery, to think that my dear God is ſo infinitely 
happy in himſelf, and will be fo for ever. 

I love and bear good Will to all Men, I have 
no rooted 'ſettled Hatred of any Enemy in-the 
World ; I am inwardly pleaſed when - I have 'an 
opportunity of doing good to ſnch as may have 
been ready to lay hold of any opportunity to do' 
me harm ; though alas / fometimes my Paſſions 

are 
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are raiſed, and by little fooliſh tiſWs,*#nd ic 
may be are boiſterous and tinruly for a while, 
yet I pray and ſtrive againſt them, and get above 
them. A, meek and a quiet Spirit 1s in God's 
ſight of great price, and fo it 1s in mine, and 
full feign would I have it. I am many times 
ſadned at Heart, when I think of the doleful 
State of this ſinfol World : and it would great- 
ly rejoice me to hear of the progreſs of the Go- 
ſpel, and of its Succeſs in the Converſion of 
Souls. I read that my heavenly Father doth 
good to all, and that Jeſus Chriſt went about 
doing good, and I would feign imitate in my 
poor meaſure. It 1s a great burden to me that I 
ſhould live ſo unprohitably to others ; 1 deſire 
that all I converſe with, may®be one way or 
other better for me. | 

I lovethe godly in a more eſpecial manner, as 
{ach; and according to the degree of Holineſs 
I can diſcern in them; where I diſcover any 
thing of real Piety in any, I do highly eſteem 
and dearly love them for it, though they may 
differ from me in ſome odd bie-Opintons. I de- 
light in the Communion and Society of the god- 
ly. I would be a Companion of them that fear 
the Lord; I really ſympathize with them in 
their Sufferings, even with ſuch of them as I have 
not ſeen, and could ſometimes even wiſh my 
ſelf in their ſtead ; I am ready.to relieve fach of 
them as are in want according to my Ability, 
and am glad when I have an opportunity to give 
an Evidence of my Love this way: and I hope 
I ſhould be willing to ſuffer for their ſakes, when 
the Lord ſhall make it my Duty ; and the Death 
of ſuch isa means to wean me from this World, 
and to make ne think the more delightfully of 
Heaven. I 
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I fin$in Wy Heart much Deceit, in reference 
to the fore-mentioned Particulars; I am too 
ready to make the Eſtimation others have of me, 
and the Love and Reſpet they ſhew to me, the 
Rule of mine to them, (O what a baſe rotten © 
deceitful Heart is this of mine ! O wretched 
Man that I am, how long muſt | be thus plagued 
with it 2 Who ſhall deliver me from it ? ) But I 
watch this navghty Heart of mine, and labour 
againſt this ſinful Diſtemper as I diſcover it, and 
hope I am getting ground of it by ſome particu= 
lar Inſtances. | 

[ have great cauſe to be humbled under a ſenſe 
of my baſe inordinate Self-love, my narrow pri- 
vate-Spiritedneſs, the Lord forgive it to me! 
That 1 am no more ſolicitous and concerned a- 
bont the advancing of God's Honour and Glory 
in the World : That the Intereſt of a- dear Re- 
deemer lieth no nearer to my Heart : That I am 
ſo taken up in caring for my own things, and 
am no more concerned for the publick common 
Good of all, eſpecially of the Church of Chriſt ; 
"yet I find there is ſome (and I hope) 'real Con- 
.cernedneſs upon my Spirit for theſe things ; 
when Lam my ſelf, it's not a pleaſure; but a 
great Grief unto me, to ſce or- hear God diſho- 
noured, his Name blaſphemed, his holy Ways 
vilified ; and I can very heartily pray that his 
Name may be hallowed, his Kingdom come, his 
Will be done.—Aand I deſire no higher Hononr 
or greater Happineſs in the World, than to be 
made uſe of by him to ſerve and glorify him my 
#lf: And I am concerned for the good of others; 
eſpecially for Jeruſalem's Welfare, 'and am 
grieved at the Calamities that befal any of - wy 
Brethren, eſpecially when whajg _ .of 
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them are ſuffering, and for thoſe Sitis and Pro- 
vocations that brings ſuch things upon them:; 
The heavy Tidings I heard: this Evening from 
poor Piedmount go very near me. 

1 would not be guilty of doing wrong to any 
Man, but chuſe rather to receive it : Sometimes 
when a thing hath been doubtful to me, and 1 
could not well be reſolved, tho I have had equal 
Reaſon to conclude the right might be on my 
fide, as on the other Parties, yet I have freely 
parted with the thing, for fear it ſhould have 
been otherwiſe. | | * -*th 

My Heart is often out of frame, every thing 
off the Hinges in my Soul, ſcarce one Wheel 
going right : Whea it is thus with me, I am 
ready to ravel all again, and doubt of every 
thing : but 1 am not eaſy and well till I get in 
again ; I] am not as I would be, not in-my Ele- 
ment when out of a gracious frame: And this is 
my great Comfort that I have to do with fo gra- 
cious and merciful a God in and through a Re- 
deemer, and am under ſuch a Pardoning Cove- 
nant: And I hope, Lord, thou wilt not rake 
me at the worſt: O, remember me in Mercy! 
Pity me as a Father pitieth his Children, and 
{pare me as a Man ſpareth his Son that ſerveth 
him ! Amen, | | 


Fanuary 2, 1689, vel 90. 


Upon as ſerious a review of the foregoing Par- 
ticulars, and refletionwmpon my ſelf, as I could 
bring this naughty Heart of mine unto, I find 
ground to hope well concerning my ſpiritual 
Eſtate That tho , cannot tell when or how it 
gs done, yet that” there is a ſaving Change 
LoD F | wrought 
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75 The State of his*Soul Deſcribed, 
wrovght in me, that I am indeed paſſed from 
Death to Life. Y 

I am more confirmed in my Hopes as to the 

main Point, that the Lord hath brought me to 
a ſaving Acquaintance with my dear, ſweet, and 
gracious Redeemer ; tho I am ſometimes clouded 
with Fears, yet I cannot diſcover any juſt ground 
to queſtion the Sincerity of my Heart in this, a 
real Willingneſs tocloſe with him on Covenant- 
terms. "Indeed I find it to my Sorrow, that 
there 1s in my Heart a world of Sin: but I 
| think not one Sin reſerved, not one but what I 
am freely willing, and heartily defirous to be 
rid of. Tlay the whole weight and ſtreſs of my 
Salvation upon him, and 1 dare not for any thing 
venture my Soul on any other bottom. He is 
truly precious to me, in my eye the Pearl of 
greateſt Price : I would not quit all hopes of an 
Intereſt in him for a world; though alas, I lie 
very looſly and unevenly on him, and am oft 
ſhaking and tottering, yet this is my Grief: I 
would fain get more real and full Conformity to 
him, fain cleave and adhere more firmly and 
conſtantly to him ; and I would not fall off from 
my Foundation for ten thonſand Worlds. Now 
the Scripture ſaith, That whoſoever believeth on 
him ſhall not be aſhamed. 

Indeed fince my writing the forementioned 
Particulars, my Corruptions have been frequent- 
ly rebelling ; Enemies that I thonght ſometimes 
had received even their Deaths Wound ; alas, 
they ſuddenly pert up#®the Head, and ſurprize 
me ! Lord, 1 perceive I muſt not put off my Ar- 
mour yet ! Satan hath been aſſaulting me moſt 
fiercely and unweariedly in an extraordinary 
manner: The Lord hath been humbling me, hy 
letting 
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letting me ſee what is in my Heart, and yet 
magnitying his Grace in reſtraining and ſup- 
porting of me, in keeping alive the Seed of 
Grace in my Heart to this day. It is very ſad 
there ſhould be ſo.much Sin yet remaining in me, 
but it doth me no hurt but good to fee it; I 
hope it is in order to my Cure : And the Lord , 
hath ſo ordered it, that the Out breach of one 
ſinful Diſtemper 1s helping forward the Cure of 
others. And though I am ready to faint and 
ſink under my Diſcouragements ſometimes, yet 
I hope for all this that bleſſed time will come at 
laſt, when I ſhall be able to ſet my foot in the 
Neck of that old Serpent; when this Body of 
Sin, thoſe Corruptions which I ſee and feel to 
my Sorrow from day to,day, which makes my 
Life bitter, bitter to me, Time will come when 
I ſhall ſee no more of them for ever. ' 

At ſome particular Seaſons, in particular 
Caſes, I have been- much on the looling, at 
other times on the gaining hand: But in the 
main I would hope I have rather got. than loſt : 
though (alas! ) the degree of my Growth is ſo 
ſmal}, that I can ſcarce diſcern it. Life there is _ 
ſtill I find, bleſſed. be God for that. But O my 
Deadneſs! O my Barrennefs / I am but a Shrub 
ſtill, a Dwarf ſtil] / This 1s my real Burden, 
bleſſed be God for that too; There may be 
ſomewhat of real Growth where it 1s not very 
diſcernable : That there is no more, Lord, lec 
it both humble and quicken me for the futyre / 

I think I have clear and ſafe ground and war- 
rants from the holy Scriptures (in which I have 
laid down before me the Law by which the Lord 
rules, and Will hereafter judg me), to conclude 
that according as the habitual prevailing bent of 
my 
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my Heart is, fo he doth now judg concerning 
my Stateat preſent, and accordingly will his aw- 
ful Judgment at the great Day determine it for 
ever. And further, I think it is as unqueſtiona- 
ble that the main Tenour, Scope and Drift of 
my Life is the moſt clear and undeniable Evi- 
dence of the former, ſcil. which way the pre- 
vailing Bent and Bias of my Heart ſtands. 

But here alas / when I conſider ſerioufly how 
few and feeble my regular Motions are ; and on 
the other hand, how many falſe, wry ſteps I am 
daily taking, my Heart doth many times fear 
and tremble. | 
_ Mr. Whitlock ſome time ſince laid down a few 
Marks, which I think are unqueſtionably ſcriptu- 
ral; and putting. my Heart to the Teſt by them, 
(after earneſt Prayer to God) 1 find that I can- 
not without bearing falſe witneſs againſt my ſelf, 
deny but that they do, in ſome meaſure of Sin- 
cerity at leaſt (though not in that degree that I 
deſire) agree with the feeling Experience of my 
Soul, as Face anſwers Face in a Gl: And 
therefore I turn them into Evidences to help to 
confirm my Faith, and to further and encreaſe 
my Joy and Rejoicing in the Lord: Afliſt me 
Lord, in drawing them into true ſhape, and 
then breath on*them ; O breath on them, that 
they may have Life in them. The Notes were 
brovght in underan uſe of Examination, to help 
me to diſcover what are the ways I walk-in, whe- 
ther the ways of Sin, or the ways of Holineſs 
and ſo whether 1 he of the Number of the Juſt 
or no: Hoſ.14.vlt. The Juſt ſhall walk in them. 
The Notes were theſe: 

1. Enquire what ways you have the higheſt 
Eſteem for. 

4 2. Have 
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2, Have you choſen the ways of God, and 
are not merely drawn inte them by the Power of 
Education, or from other-carnal Principles ? 

3. What ways do you find the greateſt Con- 
tent and SatisfaQtion in ? 

4. Do you labour to be in Motion, not only 
to have Grace, but to exerciſe it, and to make 
Progreſs therein ? And now, | 

1/t.. After ſerious Debate with my own Heart, 
again and again, and earneſt Prayer to God the 
Searcher of it, that hewould diſcover the Truth 
of the Matter to me, I do find this, that I do 
really eſteem and prefer God and Chriſt, Holi- 
neſs and Heaven above the World and Fleſh, aud 
all the Riches, Honours, Pleaſures and Delights 
thereof, I really look upon God in Chrilt as the 
beſt Portion, Heaven as the beſt Inheritance, 
aud the way of Holineſs (the King's High-way 
thither, chalked out in his bleſſed Word) take it 
in its greateſt Latitude, Height and StriQneſs, 
as really the beſt, better than any the contrary 
ways of Sin and Vanity, taking them at the great- 
eſt Advantage. Of all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth I do really eſteem thoſe as the beſt, the 
moſt truly wife and happy, who have choſen, 
and according to their choice have this God in 
Chriſt for their Portion, this Heaven for theirs 
Inheritance and Home, and are walking towards- 
that good Land in the narrow Path, according 
to the ſtricteſt Rules of Holineſs ; notwith- 
ſtanding they may at preſent lie hid under Ob- 
ſcurity, Poverty, Diſgrace, or the like : Yea, I 
do really eſteem theſe things not only as beſt in 
themſelves, and as beſt for others; but alſo as 
beſt far my own ſelf: And though I am, alas ! 
ſo poor and low in Spirituality, (O that 1 * 
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but as poor in Spirit) yet conſidering what I 
have in preſent Poflefſien, and eſpecially: in fu- 
ture Hopes, 1 do ſolemnly profeſs unto and be- 
fore the God of Heaven, that I would not ex- 
change Eſtates with any of the greateſt, moſt 
renowned, and proſperous profane Monarchs 
pon the face of the whole Earth, was it at this 
Inſtant offered to me: No; A God for me, a 
Chriſt for me, Holineſs and Heaven for me, O 
Lord, thou knoweſt / And ſo, 

2. I think I am clear in, this, that I have been 
enabled by divine Grace, deliberately, freely 
and heartily to chooſe and pitch upon God and 
Chriſt, Holineſs and Heaven, renouncing . the 
contrary. The Lord hath made me ſee and taſte 
that intrinſick Excellency and Goodneſs in Reli- 
£10n and Godlineſs, in its bleſſed Author's ways 
and end, as hath laid me under a {weet but irre- 
ſiſtible Force and Neceſlity to chooſe, embrace, 
and love them for themſelves when ſeparated 
from all carnal Principles, Motives and Ends 
whatſoever. And I do now with great Alacrity . 
and Joyfulneſs of Soul profeſs and declare unto 
thee, O thou Searcher of Hearts, that I do yet . 
ſtand to this my former deliberate, free, hearty 
and delightful Choice, and that 1 do defire now 
@ actually in a ſolemn manner to renew it ; 1 know 
indeed, and mult acknowledg this, that there is 
a world of Hypocriſy in this naughty Heart of 
mine. But this I kagw too, and the Lord 
knows 1t alſo, that I would not for a world re- 
linquiſh that part of Religion which leth quite 
out of any Mortals view. _ | 
Indeed I proſecute this my Choice very poor- 
Iy, but this is the dailyGriet and Burden of my 
Soul. .I muſt further acknowledge, that I am ve- 
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ry often ſteping aſide and falling into Sin : But 
this I think, I can ſincerely and truly fay, that 
Sin is the thing I would not; that it is againſt 
my deliberate, hearty and reſolved Choice. 

3. I do find and am fully perſwaded of this, 
thar my greateſt Content, Satisfaction and De- 
light is in God, his good Ways and People that 
walk therein, When I can but enjoy God, my 
Soul reſteth in him with that Satisfaction and 
Delight, which is unſpeakably ſweet; as a 
Bird in the Air, as a Fiſh in the Water is 
in its Element, ſo is my Soul when with its 
God - When I can but at any Time indeed ! 
get near unto God in an Ordinance, O: me- 
thinks! Iam then where I would be, ity, then 
with me as I would have-it / Lord, thon art 
the Centre of my Soul. What haſt thou done 
unto me? Is it not ſome gracious ſaving Touch 
of thine that hath made ir-ſo : Surely it muſt be 
thus with me as I have ſaid, unlefs I be deceiy- 
ed in that which I have felt, taſted, experien- 
ced a Hundred, and a Thouſand Times; it 
muſt, it muſt ? O my Soul! How wilt thou 
Love and Bleſs this thy dear Delight ? Indeed 
-I muſt Confeſs, I meet with many ſad, O fad 
| Interruptions here; O how often I looſe my 
Taſte? O how oft I grow careleſs and neglect 
my God ? Though ſometimes when my Soul is 
raviſh'd with the ineffable Delight 1 find in 
him, 1 am ready to think it impoſſible I ſhould 
do ſo any more; but zlas! How ſoon I find my 
ſelf ſadly miſtaken ? O how often by my Sin, I 
grieve the Holy Spirit, that when I come to Ho- 
ly Ordinances, I cannot find him whom my Soul 
loveth? And then thoſe walks of his are moſt 


ghaſtly and afflitive to me which before was my 
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Souls Delight: But my Conſcience bears me wit- 
neſs, that when it is ſo, I am out of my. Ele- 
ment, like a- Fiſh upon the Land, reſtleſs and 
uneaſie; I am never well, till I get in with my 
God again, and O! how doth my poor Heart, 
even as it were, leap within me for Joy when 
once It comes to that ? 

4. As to Motion, Exerciſe and Growth, I 
ſee here abundance of that which is matter of 
deep Humiliation and heavy Complaiat ; O the 
inactivity of Grace in my Soul ! How oft that 
the Wheels ſtand ſtill ! Not a Motion Heaven» 
ward to be felt of a great while, my ſpiritual. 
Pulſe intermiting much more than my bodily 
one, Rough that be ſomewhat ſingular, for the 
irregularity and uncertainty of its Motion too - 
And O how weak and languid my Motions God- 
ward and Heaven-ward are at beſt? And O my 
dwarfiſhneſs in Grace, and my too great Con- 
tentedneſs to have it ſo? But the Lord knows, 
and my daily Groans, Prayers and Tears Wit- 
neſs for me, that I would fain have it otherwiſe, 
and I yet live in Hopes that it will be better 
with me ſhortly : And moreover, I think upon 
the ſtricteſt ſearch I am able to make, that. ſince 
the laſt Time I took a more ſolemn View of 
my State; Notwithſtanding, at particular 
Times my Corruptions have prevailed again, 
and again, and Temptations proved too hard 
for me, the Devil following me fo cloſely and 
maliciouſly, as though he had not another Soul 
on Farth beſides to mind ; and fo though at 
particular Times I have been declining and loo- 
ling grouad, yet in the main, I hope, I have been 
gaining: [ hope my Knowledge, Repentance, 
Faith, Love, Humility and Zeal, and ofher 

Graces 
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Graces are ſomewhat more extenſive and fo- 
lid, my ſpiritual Experiences-conſiderably en- 
creaſed, my Reſolutions more fixed; Come 
Life, come Death, come what will, I have de- 
liberately, ſolemnly and delightfully choſen the 
Lord, and he ſhall be my God, my Portion, 
my All, both here and for ever, Amer. So be 
© #1 


Der, 7. 1695» 
Joſeph Barret. 
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Containing many choice Experiences. 


Former Experiences for my Future Uſe. 


*F. Sept. 89. 

HE firſt Holy Duties which ' God' was 

pleaſed to make the cleareſt, fulleſt and 

ſweeteſt diſcoveries of himſelf to. my Soul in, 
was Secret Prayer, and Singing of Pſalms. 
II 


When I am theloweſt, have the deepeſt Sence / 
of my own fſinfulneſs and unworthinels, am 
fulleſt of ſelf-abaſing Thoughts, then am I'wonr 
to enjoy the ſweeteſt Communion with God. - 

Hl. 

My: Heart hath this bad haunt, which I could 

never yet break if of; after the greateſt and 

| ſweeteſt Enlargements in Holy Duties, it's apt 

to-crave; and without a great deal of Care aud 

Watchfulaeſs, to take the: greateſt am. : 
| G 2 IV. 


F 
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IV. 

- T cannot but ſadly obſerve one very bad Pro- 
perty of my bad Heart; It is frequently apt to be 
worſt, when it ſhould be beſt. 

V. 

" T have ſome Troubles, but x many Mercies, yet 
I find my Heart js prone, to pore more upon one 
Trouble, yea, thovgh it be but a ſuppoſed one, 
created by -my own Melancholy Phanſie; than 
upon XF many real weighty Mercies, which ſtand 
by as unobſerved. 
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VI. 

I have ſuffered more by playing with a Temp- 
tation, though I had an inward Abhorrence of 
the Sin, and was kept from cloſing with it, or a- 
ny aQtual Inclination to it ; yet trifling with the 
Temptation, and not reſiſting of it ſo vigorouſ- 
ly and ſpeedily as I ought} hath cauſed more 
ſmart to my poor Sou], than all the outward At- 
flictions that ever befe] me in this World, 

VII. 

] have been very low ſometimes, even ſo low 
that I have been ready to envy the Happineſs of 
a Dog, or any Creature before me in the Streets. 
And I obſerve this, that many Times Grace 1s 
high and lively, when my Soul 1s very low as to 
any ſenſible Comfort, unleſs it be when-F am 
quite born down with Fears, Temptations' and 
Tronbles: And the Lord ſees good for a Time to 
leave me to {ink under them. I can remember ſe- 
veral Times when I have been walking in Dark- 
neſs, ſcarce diſcerning any Light of Comfort, no- 
thing bur Terrour, which hath ſometimes made 
my very Fleſh to tremble, when I have been moſt 
afraid of any Sin, and have not been able to en- 
dure in the Company where God hath been gil- 
honoured, 
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honoured, his Name blaſphemed, and have been 
ready to over-run my felf ( had it been poſlible ) 
when I have felt my Corruptions crawling with- 
in. When an Injection or Temptation from Sa- 
tan, hath ſtartled, terrified and affrighted me, 
as though he had viſibly appeared to me, when I 
have Prayed till I have almoſt loſt my Sight with 
Weeping, and have laboured at it till Blood hath 
iſſued freely from my Noſe, and my Inwards have 
ſeemed ready to come up, tillI have at length felt 
ſomething come warm from Heaven to my Heart, 
which hath made my very Soul ready, as it were, 
to leap out into my Fathers Boſom, and ſo dark 
Night hath ar an inſtant been turned into Noon- 
day, a kind of Hell turned into a little Heaven in 
my Soul. Lord, let me feel Humility, Faith, 
Love, Joy and Praiſe-working, when I remem- 
ber thy loving kindneſles of Old ! 
VIII. 

I am never ſo diſtreſſed, as when my Heart is 
ſo ſtraitned and penned up that I cannot Pray. 
If I can but get vent there, let my Troubles be 
what they will I] find eaſe, | 
IX 


Sometimes I have been a little diſtreſſed this 
way, when I have been about the Bulineſs of my 
pargicular Calling, I have been followed withmo- 
tions to Pray, and that very unſeaſonably ſome- 
times, and whenlT have not cloſed with ſuch Moti- 
ons, it hath troubled me afterwards, fearing I 
had thus quenched the Spirit. There might pol- 
ſibly be ſomething of a Temptation in this. And 


' yet I have obſerved many Times, whea I have / 


prudentlyſnatched a little from.the World this | 
Way ; 4 have had marvellous ſweet incomes from | 
God, which have made it better with my Soul all | 
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X. 
Mercies are ſweeteſt to me when they come in 

a way of Prayer; the very ſame Mercies, when 
they ſeem to come in a more ordinary way of Pro- 
vidence, I know not how methinks, have not 
near that relliſh and favourineſs in them, as when 
they come in as Anſwers of Prayer, for then I 
would take them as ſpecial tokens of my heaven-= 
ly Fathers Love, and that I have: his Ear. And 
the Love of God in a Mercy, Oh that is ſweeter 
in it ſelf, and ſweeter to my Soul than the Mercy 
it ſelf. | 

Rl. 


Affictions are not tooth-ſome, but I find they 
are very wholeſome, I need them as much as 1 
need my Bread ; I cannot over-look my heaven- 
ly Father's Love and Care in this reſpect ; when- 
ever I make an Ont from him, I amſure to meet 
with ſome Croſs, ſome AfiiQtion or other to ſend 
me home again; and 1 find they have this Effect 


 vpon me, and ſo have real cauſe and defire, hear- 


tily to bleſs God for Afflitions, as wellasfor any 
of his Mercies. O how I am miſtaken when [ 
think my heavenly Phyſician is killing me, when 
he is but letting me Blood, to ſave my Life! That 
he is become my Enemy, when he is but change- 
ing the Expreſſions of his Love. A Father ſame- 
times is whipping and correQing his Child, as 
well as ſtroaking and embracing, and 1s a tender 
Father ſtill, and God much more; and therefore 


he is to be thought well of and loved, notwith- 


ſtanding, yea, the more for theſe; and though 
they be not for the preſent joyous but grievous, 
yet I would not change my preſent State, where- 
jn God's Providence towards me is chequered with 
ſeaſonable, needful and fanAtified Aflitions, for 

ratio oa 


one wherein I ſhould be wholly exempted from 
them (ſuppoſing my need of them the ſame) no 
not# | might have the Crown of England with it, 
rs 7 XII. | 

If I do get to Heaven at laſt, I ſhall have as 
great Reaſon to ſet the Crown of Glory upon the 
Head of Free-Grace, as any poor Creature in the 
World. AndIam apt tothink when I once come 
thither, it will ſhine forth in me with as much 
brightneſs and ſplendqur as in any, Not that I 
expect a greater Charge of Glory to my ſelf, but 
by Reaſon of my great nnworthineſs, and ſtrange 
prodigious frowardneſs, Gods free and power- 
ful Grace will more clearly appear. in my Salva- 
tion, than in the Salvation of others. So ſome- 
times I am thinking, as though bleſſed Angels 
and Saints too ſhould look on me with wonder, 
and ſay how come you here? To which I An- 
{wer, O free Grace indeed brougnt me among 
you, ſo great and aſtoniſhing hath been the Love 
of God to me.,that he hath carried it towards me, 
as though he was reſolved to ſave me, let it coſt 
him what it would; and the only Reaſon why he 
thus loved me was, becauſe he loved me. 

XIfI. 

] figd by Experience the wiſe Man is in the 
right of it, when he tells me, what a poor, vain, 
empty unſatisfatory Thiag the Creature is. 1 
have been always ready to ſay fo, as others are, 
But I profeſs for my own Part, I have found it ng 
eaſtie-matter really to think ſo, and aQ according- 
ly, when I have caſt my Eye upon ſuch or ſuch a 
Creature-Comfort or Enjoyment at a diſtance, I 
have been ready to think, Oh that's a fine thing! 
a brave thing! there's ſurely a great deal of Come 

fort and Happineſs in ſuch Things, -till I come 
| - G 4 Near- 


ColleFed for hbs future Uſe. 5 bk 


83 Former Experiences of Mr. Barret's 

nearcr them, and my own Experience teaches me 

otherwiſe. And ſometimes the Confutation of 

this fooliſh miſtake of mine coſts me dear. « 
XIV. 

Both Ends laid together, I think I have enjoy- 
ed leaſt in thoſe Creature-Comforts I have expe- 
&ed moſt from ; when I have ſet my Heart up- 
on, or grown over-fond of any thing in Expe- - 
cation or Poſſeſſion, the Lord hath uſually met 
me either with a diſappointment of it, or a Croſs 
In it. Front which I would learn, not to be 0- 
ver-eager in my Deſires, after any worldly Com- 
fort I have not; as alſo to take heed of over- 
hearting ſuch as I have. 

| XV, 

My Corruptions and Temptations are vexing 
me from Day to Day, that I can ſcarce havea qui- 
et Hour for them, but the Lord helps me by his 
Grace, to vex them, and nip them ſometimes. 
And though by their renewed and herce Aſſaults 
my Heart is many Times ready to faint and fipk 
within me, yet Gods gracious Covenant Promiſes 
keeps Hope alive in my Soul, that I ſhall at length 
have Strength to be avenged of them: That Gods 
free and powerful Grace will at laſt enable me to 
get the Day, and with it give me the Conquerors 
Crown. 

XVI. 

] am very prone, not only as: to Temporals, 
but as to ſpirituals alſo to rob God of his Ho- 
nour, and to deprive my felf of the Comfort of 
what I have, becauſe I have not all I want, wiſh 
for, and deſire. As to my Graces and Duties, 
I find ſo much weakneſs in the one, and ſo many 
Defeats and ImperfeQions in the other, It's 
true I ſhould forget thoſe things that are behind, 
and 
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and be reaching forth, and preſling forward, and 
cheriſh all craving Defires here, O let Perfe&tion 
only give them Bounds : So when I have done my 
beſt, lam to acknowledge my ſelf an unprofita- 
ble Servant, and deny all in point of Righteouſ- 
neſs or Merit, and bewail my Fallings ſhort. Yet 
I think it is my Weakneſs, nay indeed my great 
Sin, thatI am no more humbly thankful to God, 
for what he hath done for me, and do no more 
rejoice in it. Methinks I ſmel] ſomething of a 
proud Heart at the bottom of this, though it 
lieth very cloſe. 

XVII. 


I have ſometimes thought, its well for me that 
Cordials are not in my reach, it they were, 
they are ſo ſweet that I ſhould be for feeding, for 
living on them, when (alas!) the ſickly Confti- 
tution of my Soul requires things of a quite con- 
trary Nature many times, and my frail Fleſh 
would not be long able to bear them, even ſuch 
as I have ſometimes been admitted to taſte of. 
And ſo when my heavenly, wiſe and tender Phy- 
ſician ſees I need a bitter Potion, (Phylick that 
may be diſpleaſing in going down, and a little 
painful in irs working) gives me that, and re- 
ſerves his Cordials for a fainting Fit, when I ſhall 
need them moſt, and they do me moſt good. I 
am not to quarrel with him, or think worſe of 
him, becauſe he prefers my ſpiritual Health be- 
fore the pleaſing of my Pallate, but rather admire- 
and love him for his skilful Care, and be thank- 
ful to him for bitter as well as ſweet. A ſweet 
Heaven, when once I get poſſeſſed of that, will 
make the Thoughts of every thing ſweet that 
belp'd me thither. 


XVIIL, 
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| XVIII. 

As to that great Work of cloſe ſerious Self. 
Examination, I find the Devil and my own bad 
| Heart (which is ever too ready to fide with him) 

great Enemies tot; they will let me read, and 
hear, and pray, and talk of Religion quietly, if 
I will but keep far enough off from this and the 
like inward ſpiritual Exerciſe. It's too difficult, 
too ſpiritual; in plain Engliſh, it's a likely way 
to ſpoil all, the way to make me holy and happy. 
Yet I am perſwaded, ſometimes he hath put me 
upon this Duty unſeaſonably, when I have been 
overclouded with Melancholy, and under many 
perplexing Doubts and Fears, able to diſcern 
nothing but what has made againſt me; by 
which I have ſuffered much Damage, undoing 
that in a ſhort time, which hath coſt me much 
Time and Pains in doing. So that I find it 
needful to uſe great Caution in fixing the Time 
for this Duty ; and that at ſuch times as theſe, 
it's my beſt way inſtead of falling upon Marks 
for the Trial of my Graces, to fall to my Work 
upon my Knees, and to labour at it, till I can 
feel thoſe Graces I would fain diſcern, I have 
many times found Relief this way, when by the 
. other Courſe I have but perplexed and torment- 
el my felf, and made that precious profitable 
Cuty look more ny upon me. 

I 


I find further, that when I have done my beſt 
kere, the Comfort of my Evidences depends ex- 
ceeding mnch on a holy Care and Watchful- 
neſs; while my Heart is kept tender, while I 
keep up Communion with God, and keep at a 
diſtance from Sin, my Comfort continnes, but 
when once | begin to coo), and grow vain and 
T careleſs, 
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careleſs, and let down my Watch, and make 
Outs from God, and grow bold with Sin, it's 
gone preſently. When once my Graces and 
good Aﬀections begin to languiſh, my ſpiritual 
Hopes, Comforts and Joys languiſh with them. 
And alas ! how often it is thus with me ! 

XX, 

The Devil hath been plying me all manner of 
ways; he would fain have this poor Soul of mine 
in his Clatches, but I hope it is in ſafe hands, out 
of his reach. Sometimes he hath much per- 
- Plexed and tormented me this way. When I have 
ſtood by any dear Friend over a Well, or by a 
Mire, I have been filled with amazing Fears, leſt 
I ſhould have thrown him in. Or if I have had. 
a Knife or a Sword, or the like, in my hands, 
leſt I ſhould have killed him, tho I have loved 
him as my own Soul ; ſometimes I have fooliſhly 
given him ground by a Retreat, and then he 
hath got great advantage againſt another oppor- 
tunity. But at length, the Lord taught me to 
ſlight and neglect him, and as it were, laugh at 
him, and ſo of late 1 have not heard from him 


this way. > 


I find that ſecret Prayer hath a very great In- 
fluence upon all other Duties. Thongh ſome- 
times the Lord acts in a way of Prerogative, as 
when he is found of them that ſeek him not, yet 
ordinarily I find it beſt with me in my Family, 
and ſo alſo in publick Worſhip, when my Heart 
hath been moſt enlarged and drawn out to God 
in ſecret Prayer before. And ſo ordinarily thoſe 
Duties, Sermons, Sacraments, Mlue beſt, which 
lend me to my God in ſecret again, 
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XXII. 

] have often thought how good God is to me, 
in that he doth not give me 1n his Mercies all at 
once, but as it were crumbles them to me, ſome 
at one time, ſome at another, as hereby I am 
kept cloſer to him in a way of Dependance 
and Prayer, by which means {ſweet Communi- 
on with him is maintained. Bleſſed be God for 
this. 

XXIII. 

I have obſerved this ill Faculty of my bad 
Heart, I am very apt generally when I feel Mer- 
cies coming, then to abate of the Fervency of 
my Spirit in Prayer, whereas I ſhguld then pull 
the harder. I do believe this is a ign of greater 
Wickedneſs in my Heart than I am aware of: 
and Ido really believe I have ſuftered deeply by 
this Miſcarriage. By this means 1 have got but 
ſmall parcels of Mercies, when continued Fer- 
vency might have brought them in by wholeſale, 
and many a fair Bleſſing which I have thought 
my ſelf ſure of, it hath been ſo near, that ] 
have this way miſſed of, 

XXIV, 

I find there is much more real, inward, ſweet 
and laſting Comfort and SatisfaQtion in a ſelt- 
denying, than in a felf-gratifying, Fleſh-pleaſing 
Courſe. And yet alas ! I am fo enſlaved to Senſe 
and Fleſh, that it is even nothing with me to a& 
croſs to my own Experience herein. 

. XXV. 

This hath been a Sacrament-Sabbath, I have 
frequently obſerved of late, that when a Sab- 
bath, when a Duty, when a Sacrament 1s over, 
and I come to look upon my manifold Miſcar- 


.  riages, Defets, and Comings ſhort, both as to 


what 
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what I ought to have done, and as to what 

might have enjoyed (for I am a very bungler in 
Religion, God knows, as ever was) I am then 
apt paſſionately to deſire, O that this Sabbath 
was to begin again, I would ſurely ſpend it bet- 
ter. O that this Duty was to do over again / I 
would endeavour to do it better, would mend 
this and that in it, I have been ready to hope 
there hath been ſomething of Sincerity in this, a 
deſire to ſerve God better, and toenjoy more of 
him. But then when the next. Sabbath comes, 
when the next opportunity comes, I am much 
what at the old paſs; bungle ſtill, it may be 
worſe than before, which gives me. but too juſt 
cauſe to fear Unſoundneſs and Hypocriſy in ſuch 
Deſires. The Lord knows what I am. Such 
things as theſe makes me ready to fear, I donor 
yet know my ſelf. Bur yet if there be Sinceriry 
in the main (as I would ſtill fain hope there is) 
I do alittle in this forget my ſelf ; for pretty 
much of my poor Doings and Enjoyments here 1n 
this unperfed State, lierh in ſincere Defires, and 
I muſt not expect that here on Earth, which is 
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reſerved for the Felicity of Heaven. O there I 


ſhall both ſerve and enjoy God to my mind, nay 
to his :, Bleſſed are they that are there. 
XXV1. 

One thing occurred to me this Week, which 
.] would ſet a Remark upon. I had a Projed& in 
my Heart, in the Thoughts of which I did for 
ſeveral days much pleaſe and delight my ſelf, in 
hopes I might have an opportunity of doing 
ſomething for, and enjoying much of God : O 
thought I, I ſhall ſure have many a good Hour. 


But alas ! when came to bring the matter to a 


Head, I found my Deſign fruſtrate, another ha- 
ving 
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ving ſtept in before. Upon this my Heart be-' 
gan to fink, having met with ſeveral ſuch Diſap- 
pointments of late. Sure thought I, this looks 
dark. This ſeems to ſpeak thus, Thou art a 
Veſſel in which the Lord delighteth not, Yet 1 
found this, that my Soul was inwardly pleaſed, 
to think that though the Lord had rejected me, 
yet the Work was like to be done, and that by a 
better hand : And in that I could and did re- 
joice. The Lord knows it 15 many times a Heart- 
cutting Thought to me, to think that 1 who 
have done ſo much againſt God, ſhould do fo 
little for him, and that the Lord ſhould ſeem to 
reject and lay me aſide. But I have no cauſe to 
murmur or complain, as though the Lord did 
negle& me herein. Tam not ſuch a goodly tool 
asto exped the honour of doing much for God ; 


though was | capable, he deſerves as much from 


me as al] the Angels and Saints in Heaven aud 
Earth can ever do him : And therefore I would 
endeavour humbly to ſtoop to this too,. and ſay 
with David, (and O that I could do it with his 
Spirit) If he thus ſay, 7 have no delight in thee, 
behold bere am I, let him do to me (either uſe me 
or lay me aſide) ns ſeemeth good unto him. 
XXVII. March 19. 1694. 
One Saturday Morning ſomething abour a year 
ago, Buſineſs putting in pretty early, I was caſt 
beſides my uſual time of Prayer ; and afterwards 
a new Chapman coming in, the time I ſpent in 
ſelling him ſome Goods, and in attending him 
afterwards, occaſioned my whole neglecQ of the 
Duty that Morning, and the Day proving buſy 
and throng, Thad ſuch hideouſly wicked Thoughts 
caſt into my mind, (Come, thou mayſt have as 
good a Market, though thou didſt not pray this 
Morning, 
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Morning, as though thou hadſt) ſuch like 
Thoughts again and again returning upon mie ; 
Indeed I dorememberl1 did abhor theſe Thoughts, 
as ariſing either from an impious Atheiſtical 
Heart, or elſe being ſome of Hells blackeſt In- 
jections. And 1 was ſeveral times amazed and 
affrighted at the looks of them, and I did that 
day and ſeveral times ſince fully expec that the 
Lord would by ſome Judgment or other teitify 
againſt them, And the laſt Week I hear my 
Chapman is broke and run away, and that par- 
cel of Goods like to be wholly loſt. Well, I 
would take notice of God's Hand, and humble 
my ſelf under it, and I bleſs God it did ſend me 
to my Knees, and I am glad at my Heart the 
Lord hath thns met with me; Lord, 1 will be 
on thy ſide. I have not a word to ſay, I wil 
not ſay one word for this baſe Heart of Mine, If 
this Folly will not out by gentler Methods, whip 
it out, and ſpare not for its crying. It hath 
many times made me neglect thee and thy Ser- 
vice, By-its good Will forfooth, 1 muſt only 
ſerve thee, and mind the Concerns of my poor 
Soul and Eternity, when the World will give 
me leave, when 1 have no other Bulinefs, no 
Chapman to attend. Thou wretchedly impu- 
dent Heart, canſt thou do thus any more, and 
look me, nay God, in the face again. . Lord, 


{hall not this Fol'y now depart from me ? Well, 


if ever I ſhould yield to thee any more, to make 
Religion crouch.to the World, I leave this upon 
Record to be a ſtanding Witneſs againſt my 
ſhameful, unaccountable Sin and Folly. That 
Gain 1s curſed which 1s the Price of Prayer. 

*. XXVIE 
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ings with me, I find that before ſome extraordi- 
nary Exerciſe, either by a violent ſhock of Temp- 
tation, or ſome ſore and ſharp Afi&tion, he is 
wont to give out to my Soul more than ordinary 
Manifeſtations of himſelf (as it were laying me 
in Ballaſt before a Storm) either by realizing 
ſome precious Promiſe to. me, moſt frequently - 
ſuch as relate to the bleſled State and World 
above, giving me to taſte unſpeakable Sweetneſs 
therein ; or-elſe giving in the immediate witneſs 
of his bleſſed Spirit, and with it thoſe endear- 
ing ' and irreſiſtible Diſcoveries of his Love, 
which I have then no Power to doubt of, or 
ſtand againſt ; and ſuch as for the time are ſweet- 
ly, O ſweetly over-pouring, extending my nar- 
row Soul, and filling, extending and filling WE 
And when the Lord hath been pleaſed thus to 
come in, ſometimes in Converſe with others, &c. 
or in his publick Worſhip, eſpecially in that hea- 
venly Exerciſe of Singing, I have been hard put 

to it ſometimes to keep it in, ſo far as that others, 
if they ſhould have obſerved me, ſhould not have 
ſeen that in my Countenance and outward Car- 

riage, which to them might ſeem Lightneſs and 

Vanity, not knowing whence 1t came, or what 

I felt within, which hath made me oft wiſh for a 

Vail, that no Eye might ſee me, or that my Lord 


| and Thad been alone; and after ſuch Liftings up, 


I many times have as ſore Caſtings down, and 
they are to me Preſagesof them. O when ſhall 
T get above all theſe Clouds, and ever behold 
the Sun ſhining forth in his Strengrh in his glori- 

ous and glorifying Brightneſs. 
O what a ſubtle malitious Entmy Satan is to 
my poor Soul, Uſually before or when I amun- 
| der 
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der the foreſt Exerciſe, the Lord is wont to make: 
the ſweeteſt Diſcoveries of himſelf to me, and 
fo give me the ſweeteſt Embraces, dealing with 
me after the manner of tender compaſſionate Mo- 
thers, who when the poor Child is ſick, will have 
it lie on their Laps, and then it muſt be ſtroaked, 
and kiſſed more than at another time. O how 
tender are his Bowels of Compaſſion ? But O the 
Depths of Satan ! Here he comes in with his 
Counterfeits ; fometimes 1 find he will tura Gom- 

forter, raiſing a flaſh I know not how, as it were; 
ia the Surface of my Soul; his drift wherein I 

perceive is torob me of the former : When come 

to diſcover the Fallacy of bis lying Comforts, he 

would perſwade me, O they are all alike, all 

nothing but Deceit and mere Deluſion. And thus 

he would by confounding me, argue me.out of 
the very Taſte and Feeling of my Soul. But ſhall 

I believe him who is a Liar from the beginning ? 

I would ſay I will not, but he hath gulled me 16 

often, that I am afraid. But Lord, if thou wilt 

but ſay the word, I dare ſay it after thee, who 

doſt but ſay, Let things be; and they are. 

| KXX 


TI find it is extreamly difficult to keep in the 
narrow way, my baſe gadding Heart very prone 
.*to Extreams, and Satan ready to further and 
promote it what he can. 1 have frequently ob- 
ſerved theſe ſeven Years and better, that I have 
been in the World, my Heart hath been very 
| prone to run out jnordinately after it, even to 
the wretched ſhameful neglect of God, my Soul, 
and that glorious World above. And inſtead of 
a Fig-leaf, a pretence of Diligence in my Calling, 
muſt cover this part of my Nakedneſs. Indeed 

this hath been moſt common and ordinary with 
| H me, 
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me, but at other times, both formerly, and eſpe- 
cially of late, I have been very prone tolook up- 
on all worldly Buſineſs and Employment as a Bur- 
den and Toil, wiſhing all my Days Sabbaths, &c. 
being glad of any Pretence to evade a Journey, 
lad of any tolerable fair occaſion (yea though it 
Goh been ſome bodily Indiſpoſition) toleave my 
Shop and goto my Book, &'c. And glad when 
Night hath come on this account : Indeed I have 
cauſe to bleſs the Lord, that the Strife lieth not 
between my Shop and a worſe place, as alas / it 
doth with too many. And further, 1 am ſenſible 
I have cauſe to be highly thankful that the Lord 
hath ſo ſoon given me to ſee ſo much of the Emp- 
tineſs and Vanity of the Creature ; though had I 
been a better Scholar I might have tearat my Leſ- 
ſon much ſooner and much better than I have 
done. Alas ! the Fault hath been in my bad 
Heart, and not in my Maſter, or my Books, in 
the Means and Methods of his Teaching. And 
moſt of all I have cauſe to be thankful, that the 
Lord hath been pleaſed of his own mere Pleaſure 
to give me in any meaſure that ſweet and power- 
ful Taſte and Reliſh of Things ſpiritual and hea- 
venly, without which my Stomach no doubt to 
this day had only ſtood towards this empty, 
husky and filthy ſtuff, as well as others. who know 
no better. Lord encreaſe this more and more ! 
But yet I believe there is a Medium between theſe 
two Extreams, which is my Duty. I havea Bo- 
dy as well as a Soul, and both of them muſt be 
diligently and prudently Mm their Places provi- 
ded for. And 1 was made, and am preſerved and 
maintained for others Good as well as for my 
own. And this way God is to be ſerved andho- - 
noured in the World. And therefore I judge 90 
C- 
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determine that a chearful Diligence in my Place 
and Calling is as well my Duty, and that which | 
God hath joined together, I may not put, aſun- 
der, but at my Peril, Lord help me to hit the. 
right nick at laſt. 
XXX1. Feb. 4, 94s 
Being much indiſpoſed under great Fears and 
Difcouragements, I ſet my ſelf to ſeek the Lord, 
that he would make this a comfortable Sabbath - 
to me; and [I reſolved to take particular notice 
of this Adventure by Prayer, to ſee what return 
was made, to ſee whether I had any Intereſt in 
Heaven; whether I could get a Boon from God 
in my need, begging it for Jeſus ſake. And row 
looking back, I find that the Lord hath made this 
Sabbath an exceedingly ſweet and precious one, 
giving in the particular Mercy I begged of him, 
and doing above what I then could ask or think. 
And I do verily believe, that I have this day an 
evident Inſtance of God's hearing my poor Pray- 
ers, for his and mydear Jefus ſake. And I take 
the more notice of ir, becauſe I begged it as a 
farther Token for Good. Come O my poor, 
weak, and languiſhing Faith, here's' a 'Bit for 
thee, here's a Cordial Drop for thee.” Is it not 
ſweeter than Honey from the Comb? O it is. 
Why take-it and make thy beſt of it, both for the 
preſent and alſo for the time to come. Lovethe. 
Lord O my Soul ! Lord, thou ſhalt be my God, 
and Lord thou fhalt have me at thy door, at thy 
feet, while I have a Breath to draw : This I do 
gladly from my Sou! fubſcribe, Lord thow haſt 
my Heart and Hand. ' Jo. Barrett. 
0,001 5 Feb; 6. 
This Afternoon 1 ſpent with ſome Friends in 
Prayer at Mrs. #'s, upon her Sons account, and 
H 2 the 
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the Lord was pleaſed to give me in another ſen- 
fible Anſwer of Prayer, in the help he vouch- 
ſafed me, notwithſtanding my great Indiſpoſition 
and Diſcouragement, He directed me to a ſu- 
table Truth, tho had another firſt in my Inten- 
tion ; and 1 was unuſually aſſiſted and enlarged 
in the repetition of it. And I would hope it might 
be bleſſed to ſome. Lord I would note this down 
to thy Praiſe, and for my further Encouragement, 
XXXIII. March 15, 9g, 
This Day I hadan Anſwer of Prayer from the 
Lord, in his giving me a gracious caſt of his 
Countenance, and an Heart full of Joy thereup- 
on, I feared a great while that this Adventure 
had been loſt, but juſt at laſt it came with a full 
Tide. O how great is his Goodneſs ! 
| XXXIV. M arch 21 
I find this, that the more careful I am, with 
Humility and Thankfulneſs to obſerye God's gra- 
cious dealing with me in the {ſweet Incomes of 
his bleſſed Spirit in a way of Quickning and Com- 
fort, in giving in Anſwers to my poor Prayers, 
@&c. the more Matter he gives me for my Obſer- 
vation. . O what ſhallI render ? 
| = XXXV. April 10, 94. 
Thiags looking very black and threatning, and 
my Spirit being very uneaſy, at my requeſt Couſin 
WW. and other Chriſtian Friends aſliſted in keep- 
ing a Day of Prayer upon a- publick account, 1 
repeated and concluded, and in Prayer the Lord 
enabled - me to wreſtle with him, and that 1 
might take the faſter hold on him, he helped me 
to caſt all my own Concerns down at his foor, 
for him to make me, or to break me, as he ſaw 
good, ſo he would but be gracious to his People. 
And towards the cloſe he was graciouſly pleaſed 
| PETg _s 
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as it were to ſmile on me, I cannot tell how to 
expreſs it, but forthwith 1 found my Heart 
ſweetly eaſed, and I came away with a full Per- 
ſwaſion, as though the Thing had been before 
mine Eyes, that he would not quite leave us, me- 
thought I had gained that bleſſed Point. Amer, 
Lord ! This is a Day to be remembered. 
XXX VI. Aug, 13, 1694. 
I obſerved that when the Lord being provoked 
by my Sins, or when for my Exerciſe he is pleaſed 
to with-draw from me, I obſerve that his return 
. to me, though ſometimes it 1s all on a ſudden, ſo 
as doth ſtrangely ſurprize me ( juſt as if the Sun 
ſhould ſuddenly break forth this dark Night ) fo 
that I do ſcarce know where 1l am. But at other 
Times. it is gradually, and by ſteps. Sometimes 
" he will juſt ſhew himſelf, O now think 1, I have 
got my God again /- But alas! immediately he is 
g0ne again, This cuts deep, renews my SOr- 
row, makes my wound bleed: afreſh, and more 
than it did before. Methiaks this ſudden ſhort- 
lived glimpſe of Light leaves me in greater dark- 
neſs than I was in before. But yet I believe, 
there may be much Mercy 1n this Diſpenſation. 
Hereby he would more deeply humble me, make 
Sin more bitter to me, - O how it Cuts / hereby 
he would quicken, encourage, and egg me on in 
my lamenting after him, and ſeeking him fſor- 
rowing, the way to find him at laſt. Hereby he 
;- would keep Hope alive, and. alſo teach me to 
value the Mercy more: Thus making it more 
extreamly ſweet, when at laſt I get my dear 
God again to my Hearts deſire. 
- . YRXVUL, Nov. 18. 1694. 
I find by Experience, in ſome meaſure, that a 
truly charitable frame of Spirit, as it ſtands op- 
| poſed 
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poſed to the deviliſh Sin of Envy (properly 6 
called- indeed, both as it makes one like him in 
Diſpoſition, 'anad alfo laieth one under that which 
is no fmall Part ofthis preſent Miſery, and fur- 
rher expoſeth one to his more dreadful Portion 
hereafter) I ſay, that this charitable frame of Spi- 
rit, a hearty wiſhing of,. and delighting in the 
welfare and Proſperity of others, is a very ſweet, 
comfortable enriching Thing. This doth ſtrange- 
. Iy multiply my Mercies, for by this Means, I not 
only come to enjoy my own Mercies ( which the 
wretched Sin of Envy would hinder me from do- 
ing) but alſo the Mercies and Comforts of others 
too, Yea, and let a Man be never fo ſelfiſh, I can 
_ this way ſhate with him whether he will or na, 
Yea and further, methinks had 1 but more of this 
Spirit in ſome reſpeAs, I might more truly en- 
joy others Mercies; than if they were my own, 
cating the Fat, and ſucking the ſweet. of them, 
without the trouble, labour, danger and Temp- 
tations which attend the getting and the hold- 
ing of them. Thus 1 may ſinell the fragrant Roſe 
in my Neighbours Hand, without the trouble of 
ſcrambling for it, or the danger of pricking my 
Fingers in the plucking and holding of it. ' Lord! 
for more of this Spirit, and then though T had . 
fewer Mercies of my own, yet I never need fear 
wanting .Matter of Comfort to my felf, or of 
thankſgiving unto Thee, while others, eſpecial. 
ly while any Child of thine hath them.” © 
2  RXXVA. ' Nev. 23. 1694. 
I find by Experience: on both Hands, that it is 
a matter of no ſmall Concernmentto me, how my 
Thoughts are employed in my ſkep. Oa the 
one Hand I am fully fatisfied, that. Satan hath 2 
way of working upon our corrupt Fancies when 
the 
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103: 
the Lord ſees good to. permit. him, even whea in. 
Sleep our outward Senſes are all bound up. And 
that he hath again and again thus .wrought upon 
mine, and thereby ſtirred up my Corruptions 
this though a {4d Truth, yet is too plain a one 
for mg either to queſtion or deny. And more- 
over. to do the Devil right, my own bad Heart 
can £0 that way faſt enough of it ſelf without his 
Whip or Spur. And that theſe ſinful Thoughts 
in my Sleep, whether they be vain, proud, en- 
vious, paſſionate, covetous, filthy, &c. that they 
do make me guilty before God, and-alſo ſtain 
and defile my Soul, is a thing alſo plain and un- 
deniable. Theſe ſleeping Sins alſo make way for 
waking ones,. Oh what an ill frame I ſometimes 
find my : Heart 1n, after one of theſe Dreams? 
On the other Hand, I am as fully fatisfied,-that 
the Holy Spirit of God is ſometimes pleaſed to 
Work upon our Souls, to excite and aQtuate our 
Graces in our ſteep. It.is.a thing. plain-to me 
beyond Diſpute, that ſometimes I have enjoyed 
real Communion with God, .in a {ſweet and ſenſi- 
ble Manner in a ptovs Dream, as when I have 
been hearing a Sermon, or engaged in the Du- 
ty of Prayer. The EffeQs of theſe Dreams 1s an 
undeniable Argoment ro. me, my Heart being 
left by them at my awaking, in a much more 
ſweet ſavoury and elevated frame, thea when 
Llay down, yea than ordinarily it is under thoſe 
very Ordinances themſelves. Thus it 1s with me 
ſometimes, but my moſt frequent Experiences a- 
Jas! are of the ſadder ſort. But this I fay, the - 
effeQ of theſe Dreams doth convince me, that it 
15 a matter of Concernment to ne what they are. 
And further I obſerve this, that to prevent fin- | 
ful, Dreams in the Night, and to obtain good 
Suh 4 ones. 
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104 Former Experiences of Mr. Barret's 
ones, it concerns me to take great heed, how my Tongue 
and Thoughts are employed the preceeding Day, eſpect- 
ally towards, and in the cloſing Part of it ; For that which 
then makes the Iateft and deepeſt Impreſhon upon my mind, | 
ordinarily that is wont to be the Theam my buſte Fancy 
works upon when I am aſleep. 
; a + 23 8 Dec. 7. 1695. 

What Time I could fairly gain, this Day being Saturday, 
as alſo on the former Days of the Week, from other ne- 
ceſlary Imployments, hath been ſp=nt in exciting ſerious 
praying Chriftians of my Acquaintance in this Place, to 
ſpend one Hour every Tueſday Morning, in extraordinary 
Prayer to God for his Church; and particularly, to wraſtle 
with him for this preſent Parliament. And in Writing to 
many Minifters, as in this County, ſo likewiſe in Derby- 
| ſhire, Leiceſterſhire, Lincolnſhire, Yorkſhire, &c. upon the 
( ſame Account. Thus I was taken up till between Six and 
Seven a Clock at Night, when being diftrefſed in my 
Thoughts the next Day being Sacrament-Day, I fell upon 
my Knees, and laid the Matter. before the Lord, begged 
his Acceptance of me in what I had done; and withal beg- 
ged that if he did accept me, he would be pleaſed to 
vouchſafe me a Sign, and that it might be this, his compo- 
ſing of my Thoughts unto, and graciouſly aſſhifting of me in 
the great Work of Preparation, which T had then moſtly to 
do, even in that Inch of Time. In this thing the great 
God was pleaſed to hearken to ſuch a ſorry finful Worm as 
I, mightily helping me in Prayer and Meditation, and par- | 
ticularly enabling me to diſcern my Evidefices, with unu- | 
ſualclearneſs, and to date ſome further very fatisfattory 
ones, which have lain by me for ſome Months unfiniſhed : 
Sealing Matters to me very comfortably, and keeping Satan 
back from moleſting me. Which things TI could not but 
remark again and again, with many Tears of paſſtonate 
Love and Thankfulneſs. And though he was pleaſed, for 
wiſe and holy Reaſons, very much to withdraw from me, 
[ as to any ſeniible Enlargement and Comtort, during the 
| Adminiſtration of this precious Ordinance, yet I have cauſe 
to bleſs him for this goodneſs to me in other Parts, and 
Duties of that Day z and muſt ſet a Special Remark upon his 
goodneſs to me in this thing, and wait to ſee what be will 
further be pleaſed to do in Relation to this Praying Pro- 
ject. Bleffed be God, Succeſs, Succeſs! 
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Reſolves.* 


CHAP. IV. 


Containing ſome of his Reſolves, in order to 
the carrying 0n a more Lively Courſe of 
True Evangelical Holineſs. 


l J20Vv. 6. I6 9 4. | 
AM ſcnlible that *tis more then time, that 

I fix a Purpoſe and Reſolution more deep- 

ly and firmly in my heart,to be making all poſ- 
ſible and ſpeedy advances towards Heaven, and 
thar. I profecute this my Reſolution at another 
rate then alaſs hitherto 1 have done: Ir 1s 
too too plain and obvious, both in its ſelf- and 
in its effects, that I have been Loitering, and, 
as it were, but playing with Religion hitherto. 
My Precious Time, Oppertunities and Ad- 
vantages are paſling from me apace, and I may 
be a nearer bcrderer on Eternity, that awful 
thing, then I am aware of. 
I cannot but be ſenſible of abundance of 
things amiſs and wanting both in my heart and 
life; And, ( as former ſad Experierice hath | 
taught me) I am alſo ſenſible, that viewing 4 
theſe things only in the groſs, and accordingly | 
reſolving about them, is not the way : I may 
thus be diſheartned and diſcouraged, but am +7 
neyer like to make any tolerable good work 
of it, until 1, as it were, take my Work in 
pieces, *and fo- fall 'about it in its particulzr 
Parts and divifious; and thus, the Lord aſsiſt- 
as Ng 
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ing me, 1 may beenabled to make ſomething of 
It in the end. And fo, in order hereunto, 1 
do purpoſe to be more in examining my ſel, 
and in obſerving my heart and ways, that fo 1 
may more particularly diſcoyer things amiſs 
and wanting ; and as I diſcover them, and find 
there is need, I do alſo purpoſe ( having al- 
ready found ſome help and benefit thereby ) . 
even to bind my ſelf accordingly, .by a parti- 
cular Solemn Promiſe, for a certain time only 
at the firſt, that ſo I may take this my. bad 
Heart at all the advantages that I can. 

Lord, let me not loſe my Soul, and loſe Hea- 
ven for want of taking a little more pains , 
That be far from me, Lord. 


Match 4. 93, 4- 


WV Do Reſolve, and ſolemnly Promiſe ( the 
Lord aſſiſting me) that 1 will every day, 
during this preſent Month of March , Read 
Two Chapters of my Bible (at leaſt) in my 
Cloſet, and that I will there ſeek the Lord by 
Prayer three times (at leaſt) every day, unleſs 
by Bodily Indiſpoſition, or ſome other thing 
which I do not now foreſee, I ſhould be una- 
voidably hindred. Ee 
| | Jo. Barrett. 


Apiil 1. 1694. 
Leſſed be God : 


Reſolved that I will hold on this Courſe. 
To. Barrett. 


D(tob, 1 4. 


-, 
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Reſolver. 


Otfob, 14. 1694; | 
HIS day I have Solemnly Renewed my 
Covenant with God, and being in ſome 
meaſure ſenſible of my former Careleſsneſs, 
Sloth and Negligence ( O ſhamefnl and dread- 
ful thing ! ) I am now purpoſed in my heart 
to take the greateſt care, and to put forth the 
greateſt diligence in the uſe of all God's ap- 
rug et means ( he graciouſly aſsiſting me by 
is Spirit ) in ordet to advancing in Serious 
Religion, and PraQtical Godlineſs. | 
And being particularly ſenſible of a great 
defe@ in the Management of my Diary, I do 
reſolve, the Lord helping me, forthwith to a- 
mend that ;.I will endeavour, every Night, be- 
fore I ſleep, more ſtriftly to take account of my 
frame and carriage in the Day paſt; And then 
every Lord's-day I will take a general review 
of the whole Week, and this 1n order to my 
growing every day and Week better then .0- 


ther; O that I might at laſt come to that ! 


And, in order to this, I will endeayour to be 
more watchful continually 3 And I do ſolem- 
ly Promiſe to begin this courſe the next day 
following the date hereof ; Help Lord ! 


®. Barrett; 


Rd * 


Nov. 6. 
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 Reſolves. 


J2ov. 6, 1 69 4+ 


Eeting with an Occaſion to turn my 
Thoughts to the frequent Practice of 
my dear and Bleſfed Lord, in raiſing Ex- 
cellent, ſiveet and profitable diſcourſes from 
outward earthly ObjeQts that were before him, 
it minds me of the woeful barrenneſs of my 
=_ of my ſinful, fooliſh and ſhameful neg- 
et here, whereby 1 looſe much precious 
Time , looſe the benefit of many good 
Thoughts, and alſo fufter damage by as many 
bad ones, which are ever ready to take Poſlefli- 
on of my mind , when unimployed , as of 
an Houſe empty and uninhabited, and where- 
by my diſcourſe with others is rendered very 
barren and unprofitable, if not ſinful and hurt- 
fol ; therefore having earneſtly ſought the 
Lords help 1 do bind my ſelf by folemn Pro- 
miſe to endeavour to be daily raifing ſome 
good' profitable Spiritual Thong hts and Medi- 
tations from ſame or other of thoſe outward 
ObjeAs that are before me this preſent week. 
And becavſe my Memory is weak and ſlippery, 
and becauſe that may be darted into my mind 
at one time which I cannot think on at ano- 
ther, therefore I do further reſolve ( as I can 
get time) to write down ſuch things as are 
moſt material for my own after benefit, and 
likewiſe for the benefit of ſach of mine as I 
ſhall leave behind me. 
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Toms Barrett, 


JNov,; 11: 
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 JNov. 2:. Blefſed be God. . 


" AN Nd further, I have by the few Experi- 

ments which I have this week- made, 

_ got 1uch a raſte of the pleaſure and adyantage 

coming in by this pretty employment, that I 
. am reſolved, the Lord afiſting me, ſtill to 

hold on, and to endeavour to make it my 
daily praQice to my lives end. - 

ns hog Jobs Parret. 


Nov. 19. 94. 


lg I hope I may ſay that I never was a 
hearty friend unto, or a promoter of 
drinking healths, yet alas, ſince of late my 
buſineſs hath called me more frequently where 
I have obſerved underſtanding fober Perſons 
( whom I have had reaſon ro think much 
wifer and better then 'my ſelf ) make no 
{cruple at it, by degrees I began to think 
more favourably of that ſinful pratice,. and 
was ready to conclude that, ſeperating it from 
Intemperance, there was not ſo much harm in 
it as ſome imagined, and hereupon have again 
and again complied with it, my great Sin in 
ſo doing the good Lord pardon and forgive 
me !- And now being convinced by a hint 
' ina Sermon of Mr. Owen's this day that this 
is an unwarrantable unſcriptural way of ex- 
preſſing my reſpe& to any, and obſerving 
withal that the moſt Pious and Godly Perſons 
are the greateſt Enemies to it, my former ab-. 
horrence of this praQice being in ſome mea- 
M 3 fare 
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Reſolves. 


are revived, I am fully purpoſed and reſolved 

in my heart, and do here ſolemnly promiſe 

that I will never do it more, whatſoever Com- 

pany I may hereafter be caſt into, let come 

on it what will, yea and that I will endeavour 

E. CUParage it to as many as I can ; Help 
! 


Fol Bayret. 


Occaſional Meditations. 
Fart L 


"Dy AL T 
His Meditations iz Two Parts. 


Meditation 1. 


Upon my little Chilaes running to me, when it 
knew it had offended me. 


have oft :chide my Child for its peeviſh 
[ frowardneſs, and it ſeeing me come into 
the houſe with diſpleaſure in my looks, upon 
the like occaſion, it immediatly came running 
nimbly to me, ſcarce giving me time to ſpeak, 
and then began to ſtill of it ſelf ; upon this 
pretty, and ſomewhat ſtrange, ation of the 
Child, I was at firſt even amazed, and my heart 
was ſo affected and moved with love and pitty 
towards it that I could not chide it then, but 
on the contrary took it into my arms to kiſs 
It. 
' Now may I not learn a notable peice of 
Spiritual wiſdom from my babe here, /cil:cet, 
how to behave my ſelf rowards my Heayenly 
Father, when by my ſins 1 have offended him, 
not to run away from him, but on the con- 
trary to run to him, even into his merciful 
M 4 arms, 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


arms, for he hath the heart and bowels of a 
Father, yea of a Heavenly Father, and that's 
more, | | 
If this my Child had run from me, to tak 
ſhelter with it's Maid , this would but have 
encreaſed my diſpleaſure, and its like. I ſhould 
have fetched it thence with a frown, if not 
with the Rod... | 
So alas, when I am ſo, ( worſe then 
Childiſbly ) fooliſh, as in a ſulles, ſtuborn, ſhy 
or diſtruſtful humour to run away from my 
God, when I have offended him, and am a- 
fraid of his chiding me, or making uſe of his 
Rod, if, I ſay, I then run to any other refuge 
but himſelf, his free mercy in and through a 
dear Jeſus, I ſhall this way but: highten his 
diſpleaſure, and may reckon upon it to -be 
fetched back by the weeping croſs. 
--, But if upon the ſweet: carriage of this' my 
Child, when it knew it had offended me, and 
faw anger in my looks, if (I fay) upon this 
its ſweet carriage my anger was ſo ſpeedily 
appeaſed, and my heart fo tenderly affeted 
towards it; what may not I then expe& from 
the God and Father of Mercy, upon my ſpeedy 
return and ingenious ſubmiſſion vnto him 
after I have offended him, ſeeing he is become 
my. gracious reconciled God and Father -in 
and: throvgh a dear Jeſus, and withall conſider- 
ing, that his bowels of Mercy, pitty and: com- 
paſſion towards me-( tho” indeed I am the leaſt 
in all my Fathers houſe) are infinitely more 
tender then mine args, or can þe, towards this 
Itzle babe of mine, ” | 
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' Oeofional Meditations. 


Meditation 2. 
Upon my little Childrens Pratteling to me,and 
: any great aclight and nel.plesſtineſ; with- 
_ "the ſame. | ey 


cannot but again and again obſerve how 

mightily I am pleaſed with 'my Childrens 
pratteling to me ;. If I enquire into the ground 
and reaſon of my delight. here, certainly it 
cannot -proceed from the Fineneſs, Wittineſs 
and Eloquenc?. of their language , for- the 
Elder of them is not fo old as to ſpeak-plain; 
and the other cannot ſpeak a word ; and yer 
I find becauſe they are my Children 1 am 
better pleaſed with their prattle and pretry 
little notes, then I ſhould be with the dif- 
courſe: of a: ſtranger, and much more of :an 
Enemy, ſhould he addreſs me in a moſt-witty' 
aad Eloquent ſtrain : Should not this put 
thee in mind, O my Sonl, how the'Lord is 
well pleaſed. with the poor broken. Prayers 
and Praiſes of his Children, L O my Dove! 
( faith he) that art in the clifts of the Rock, 
in the ſecret places of the ſtaires; let me ſee thy 
countenance, let me bear thy worce, for ſweet 15 
thy voice, and thy countenance 1s comly, 2 Cant. 
14. ] when the ſervices of - others, tho* out- 
wardly adorned at another rate then theirs, 
are rejected by him, and an abomination unts 
him. | ; 

This is my Child, a part of my If, ſo that 
] cannot but-laye it dearly ; and I think-wil 
my ſelf, this, little babe of mine it doth whi 
Js. can, if it conld ſpeak to me it would, and 
£ 
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if it and I live I do not queſtion but it will. 
So the Lord he loves his Children moſt dear-! 
ly and delightfully too, ſo as -he doth not loye 
other men 3 yea, and he conſiders and takes 
notice, not -only what his Children 'are, but 
what they would be : not only what-they do, 
but what they would do; yea, and what-by 
_ grace they ſhall both be, and do, herg- 
Be encouraged, O my Soul, to hope for his 
gracious acceptance of thy ſincere, tho' alas, 
very poor and ſorry ſervices! True Lord, 
I know that by Nature I am a ſtranger to 
thee, yea an Enemy, which is worſe; but now 
through free grace I am related unto dear 
Jeſus, and f& art thon, and hereupon I am 
humbly bold to ſay, with reverence: and glad- 
neſs of heart, the great God and I are near 
akin, thou my Father, I thy Child ; O ! what 
manner of love is this? Now Lord, let 
wt my poor forry unworthy nonſfence be 
reje&ed by thee : Thou knoweſt that I would 
fain ſerve thee better then at preſent I do 
oF can ; and when 1 am once grown up to 
maturity, when of a babe I am become a 
man in Chriſt, then Lord, O then thou 
knoweſt that I ſhall, So 


: Meditation 3. 
Upon my two Childrens tying with me and 
= Wife one night in 4 Frais bed. 


» 4 


* "perceive I am like to have but an uneaſy 

nights lodging of it ; this is but a very 
{trait narrow - bed, and here .is my Wite and 
| wo 


Hs 


Occaſional Meditations. ror 
two Children in it, ſo that there is but-a- very 
little room left for me ; But that which is 
ltike to make this nights lodging much more 
uneaſy and troubleſome unto me then afio- 
ther perſon would ordinarily find in the like 
circumſtances is, that heavinefs, wearineſs and 
reſtleſſneſs of body I am uſually troubled with, 
the effet and ſymptom of rhat diftemper of 
the Scurvy which I am ſo much under the 
power of-, which for moſt part makes' me 
ſleep. ill, and enclines me much to tumbling 
and toſſing about for a little eaſe as 1 ly a- 
wake: And truly my former experience hath 
taught me to' conclude, that had 1 never ſo 
large and ſoft a Bed, yet I could not” ra- 
tionally promiſe my elf a good refreſhing 
nights reſt, ſach' as other ſtrong and health- 
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ful, eſpecially if laborious, perſons. uſually haye, _ 


unleſs the power of this diſtewper was firſt 
corredted in me. Ws". AY 
 * Now may not this matter ſuggeſt ſome > 
food nfſeful yea thoughts unto my [ mind 
to divert and pleaſe it for the preſent, and to 
enrich it for afterwards. 'My condition: he re 
in this World is attended with ſore unealy 
and troubleſome circumſtances ; no wonder of 
that indeed, but rather that they are no more 
and greater then they are: But-then, that jt 
is not ſo much the ſtraitneſs of my Bed, as the 
- Ill habit and indiſpoſition of my Body, which 
threatens me with an uneaſy and reſtleſs night - 

So neither js it any outward troubleſome gir- 
cumſtances of my life, which are ſo much tae. 
blamed, as the authors of that unhinging W- 

*Avitude and uneaſineſs of my mind, which it 
5 too ofren juſtly chargable with, 'as are the 
"0 1 inward 
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inward, rooted, Scurvy diſtempers of my keart, 
and mind it ſelf; ſuch as Pride, Diſtruſt, Im- 
patience, Diſcontent and the like, if the Lord 
would but help me againſt theſe, it would cer- 
tainly be better with me tho* my outward con- 
dition here in the world ſhould grow worſe 
then it is: But alas, if theſe ſhoyld ſtill pre- 
vail, I ſhoold then in vain promiſe my ſelf eaſe 
and reſt upon the moſt large and downy ſoft. 
Bed that by all the Creatures can poſſibly be 
compoſed and made up for me. 


- 


_ But then again, as I do quietly and chear- 
fully fubmit unto the inconveniencies of this 
nights lodging, becauſe it is but for a night - 
So methinks the conſideration of the brevity 
and ſhortneſs of my life, it ſhould bea power- 
fol argument with me to perſwade. me mors 
patiently to bear all the troubles' and incon- 
veniency of it : Theſe things will very ſhort- 
ly be at an end; And why ſhould that trouble 
me-much, which ſhall not trouble me long ? 
I hope the Lord hath better things in ſore for 
me in that bleſſed life which is to come, Heb, 
4:9. There remaineth therefore a reſt unto the 
people of God, h "pg 


Meditation 4. 


Upon my Childs crying out very ſuddenly and 
and violently. one night. 
Las! What is the matter now ? I fear 
ſome Pin pricks the Child, which may 
Wimegging deeper and deeper, as the Child crys 
out more feircely, which troubles me to think 
of : But before I could well pet up and n- 4 
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my Candle, 1 began to think with my ſelf, the 
Mother hath got a bad cold which no doubt 
doth ill affea her milk, and ſo it is more than 
probable the poor babe hath drawn that ill 
quality together with the milk from her breaſt, 
which hath canſed that inward griping pain in 
its body, which extorteth thoſe lamentable 
affecting cries and skreets from it. 

Now methinks this doth very plainly. and 
naturally ſuggeſt unto me the conſideration of 
its Original Corruption, of thoſe lamentable 
Soul- maladies and diſtempers,which we its poor 
Parents have been inſtruments of conveying to 
it with its very being, which are indeed the 
ron cauſe of all outward bodily ones, and 
ar worſe then they can be. | | 
And now methinks if I can be fo grieved 
and troubled for it under theſe pains, which 
Nature hath taught it to complain of ſignifi- 
cantly enough tho? it cannot ſpeak, ſhould 1 
not be much more ſenſible of, grieved for, and 
concerned for its cure of thoſe inward Spi- 
Titual ones. which are inexpreſlibly worſe, and 
which alas it is not at all ſenſible of. its ſelf, 
nor at preſent capable of being ſo? Lord 
turn my heart towards my Children ! yea, and 
give me alſo leave and help to turn it unto 
thee for them. O pardon, ſanQtifie and heal 
them 1 Ler each of my poor babes live in thy 
ſight ! Lord make them thine indeed, and [. 
ſhall look upon them as more mine for their 
being ſo. 


Medita- 
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Upon myWifes taking ſomthing for her Cold, 
ed to Corre# the Windine(s of her Milk, 


TF' Perceive my Wife was of my Opinion , 
| touching the occaſion of the Childs Cry- 
Hg laſt Night, that it was originally from her 
id, for 1 ſee ſhe is now preparing ſomething 
for her felf, to help her againſt her Cold, and 
to Correct the Windineſs of her Milk ; This 
Method of hers is pleafing to me, and gives me 
a fair occaſion for a profitable 1nſtruQtive Re- 
fleftion ; Had ſhe negleQed her ſelf, and only 
piven ſome remedy to the Child, that courſe 
ndeed might have been more troubleſome and 
difficult, but in all probability lefs: effe&ual , 
while it would be ſtill drawing that from her 
Breaſt, which would feed its Diſtemper, and 
renew its Pain ; But now ſhe is ſtriking at the 
Diſtemper in the Root and Cauſes of it, and 
taking a courſe to Cure both Mother and Child 
at onee. | | | 
1 afn daily defiled and burdened with a: mul- 
titude of vain ſinful diftempered Thoughts ; 
the immediate voff-ſpring of my ſinful depra- 
ved Mind and Heart; fo alas, What a multi- 
tnde of diſorders in my Life ? Now: this nie- 
' thod of iny Wifes, it may be inſtruQive to me 
here, to teach me the moſt proper dire&t way 
and courſe to get all remedied, which is to fall 
| j work diretly and principally with my 
"Heart, diligently to uſe all God's appointed 
Means, eſpecially by Faith to get the Blood of 
Chriſt applied to it in order to irs Git 
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This is to- imitate our Wiſe Phyſitians, who, 
tho? they will not quite negle& the leſſer out- 
ward Symptoms, yet mainly bend themſelves 
to ſtrike at their Patients Diſtemper in the 
main Root and Cauſes of it ; yea, this-is to 
follow that Advice which hath the ſtamp of 
Divine Wiſdom and Authority upon it (.as 
we have.it ſomewhere, if I miſtake not, in ſuch 
Terms as theſe) a purging the Fountain, that 
ſa the Streams may be pure alſo; a making 
the Tree good, that ſo the Fruit may be good 
alſo: And truly without taking this. courſe, 
I - have: reaſon to fear that all my Pretenfions 
and Endeavyours, to lay a Law upon my ex- 
travagant, Diſorderly , Sinful, Diſtempered 
Thoughts and Ations, will, in a great mea- 
*fure, at leaſt, if not altogether be yain, fruit- 
kfs, and ineffeQual. | 


© . Meditation 6. © | 


Upon my Candles going out ſuddenly, and leave 
ing me in the Dark. 


f 5 -1 was walking in my Cloſet, and'a- 
ny las too vainly, impertinently and un- 
profitably imploying my thoughts, my Candle 
burnt down into the Socket, and at laſt ſad- 
denly went out, without giving me ſo much 
- Warning, as withall to give me time to light 
- another, orTather becauſe, being ſo taken up 
with my buſy trifling, I did not obſerve the 
warning it did give me ; ſhovld ſuch a dark 
-': accident happen unto one poſſeſſed of, and en- 
- rich'd with a ſpiritual Mind, he would 'fiirely 
improvs it to the getting of ſome berter light, 
| = 
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mw 


then that of a Candle, and it will be a further 


inſtance © of the wretched barrenneſs ( if not 
fometling worſe cf mine ) if I do not at leaſt 
endeayonr it; And methinks the ſudden going 
out of my Candle may fitly enough repreſent 
ento me the quick work which Death, that 
grand extinguiſher, makes with many, whom, 
alas, it finds ſecure enough, as to any. ſerious 
thooght of it, or cf its awfol Conſequents 

which, alas, 45 to them, are like to prove moſt 


diſmally dark, even darkaeſs it ſelf, ſuch, the 


light whereof is darkneſs, but taken vp in a 


buſy trifling about other things ; 1 ake the ſe- 


rious Admonition, which this doth naturally 
afford thee, O my Soul! Think how deplo- 
rably fad thy Caſe would be, if Death ſhould 
ſo meet and deal with thee; Trifle nd longer 
for fear of the worlt. And further, if I take 
the late / ,of my Candle, as repreſenting 
to me tz nt of the Goſpel, as ( if I mi- 
ſtake act ) ir. is ſomewhere held forth to us 
under that. Metaphor. | May I not then have 
hence accaſion given me for this refle&ion , 
that to play and trifle with, and under this 
Ligkt doth ſometimes provoke the Lord " 
hide if not altogether to extinguiſh ir , 
withdraw it from the place where it is 
11] improved, or rather abuſed. 


O be more careful ro walk in the Light, to 


improve it while ir is yet with thee, And 
further, if I rake the foremenrtioned light as 
reſembling to me my outward CreaturepCom- 
forts and Enjoyments, as they ,are ſometimes 
held forth under rhe notion of light, but of a 
lower kind, if compared with Spiritual ones, 
a5 the light cf a Candle is a poor ſorry-11- 
terior 
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ferior thing, if compared with that of the Sun» 
yea, and as I now find, by the want of it, that 
this Candle, while it laſted, was it ſelf a con- 
fiderable outward convenience and comfort to 
me this dark Night 3 yet, I ſay, conſidering 
that by the extinguiſhing of its light, my Mind 
is withdrawn, taken off from that vain imper- 
tinent employment it was in, and turn*d to. 
ſerions Meditation and Prayer ; I ſee no Rea-- 
ſon to Murmur at, or ſor rowfully take 'on for 
this loſs, but rather to look on it as gainful ac- 
cident. 

Juſt thus , methinks, the Lord doth often 
deal with his deareſt Children, 4s to their out= 
ward Comforts here, extinguiſketh their Crea- 
ture Candle-lights, 'but not out of an unkind 
intention to leave them in the dark, but on the 
contrary, to take them off ffom fin, which, as 
it is the work of Darkneſs, fo leads, or tends 
direAly to it, to divert ind take off their 
Minds and Hearts from the little, I had almoſt 
ſaid, Painted Lights of the Creature, to fix 
them on his Bleſſed Selt; which, fore, we have 
noreaſon in the Wotld to take vekindly, but; 
on the contrary, moſt thankfully from him - 
It can be no loſs to a Man ſures to exchange 
the poor dim Light of his Candle for that of 
the Sun, and yet tliat compariſon is much tod 
theari and low, as, alas, all others muſt needs 
be; wherein the Great Jehovah i is concetned. 


_—_ 
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Meditation 7. 


Upon the fieht of 4 great Company of Teopte 
attending a Moantebank on the Stage. 


VV Fx a Company of ſilly People are 
theſe ? In yonder Crowd are a great 


many poor Country People, ſeveral of which, 
Gtslike)have many a weary and fou} ſtep home, 
and now its almoſt Night ; and further, itmay be 
{ome of them will have their Pockets Pick'd , 
and the little Treaſure they have taken away 
from them before they ſtir, a part by the Do- 
&tors deceitful Remedies, and the reſt by ſome 
of his wicked Atrendants ; And further, its 
more than probayle, many of them have their 
Markets to make, and, it may be, ſome of 
them will find, that the Commodities they 
want 'are. bought up and gone before they 
come to enquire for them ; And yet if a fo- 
ber Perſon ſhould go to adyiſe them, and call 
them away from this their Sport, in gazing on, 
and  liſtning unto theſe Men, who, notwith- 
Nanding all their Arch and Witty expreſions 
and actions, as they thke them, have yet quite 
forfeited their Reputation fog. Wiſdom, their 
Wit appearing, and being exerciſed only in 
that, which doth but proclaim their folly, yer 
their Eyes and Ears are fo enchanted by them, 
that the ſtrongeſt Argument would hardly per- 
{wade them to come away, until this vain Fel- 
low ſhall ſee good to diſmiſs them, and thar ſo 
it may be rather ſaid, rheir Sport leaves them, 
then they it; And yet theſe poor People , . 
when 
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when their ſport being thus over, they come 
away, and, it may be, find their Pockets pickr, 
their Commodities gone, and themſelves be- 
nighted in their way home, it's like, I fay,they 
will be ready to Curſe the Mountebank for his 
pains, and to call themſelves greater Fools 
then he that ated that part on the Stage. _ 
And yet, alas, look abroad into the World, 
and one ſhall find, that the greateſt part of 
the Men and Women in it, are guilty of 
ereater Folly than all this amounts to ; How 
are the moſt ſo enchanted with the gaudy 
Bewitching Pleaſures, Honours, and Riches of 
the World, as to negle&t God, and their pre- 
cious Immortal Souls to their Eternal undo- 
ing. Here they have their Pockets pickt in- 
deed, Satan and the World gulling them ont 
of that little Natural Goodneſs and Honeſty 
they have, and out of their Precions Time, and 
Golden Opportunities and Advantages to get 
Wiidom, which 1s better than Rubies. And 
yet let a poor Miniſter come , and almoſt 
Preach his Heart ont, let theſe Charmers 
Charm never ſo wiſely, theſe poor Creatures 
will not- hear or regard him; O' but how 
will the poor Wretches be ready to Curſe 
their day, with all their Bewitching Idols ? 
How Jlamentably will they rue their Folly, 
when they ſhall ſee all this Fine Show is over, 
and when a Sick Bed, as the ſhadow of the 
Evening , ſtretched out, begins ſeriouſly to 
mind them of tae Night of Death, as near ap- 
proaching, together with thoſe days of Dark- 
frels afterwards, which, as to them, alas, are 
like to be many indeed ? And whett, there- 


$, 2þÞon, their Conſciences begin londly to alarm 
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them with their need and want of Oile,and with 
the grounds they have, to' fear, at leaſt, that 
the Market is over: Tremble, and be aſto- 
niſhed, O my Soul, at. the Thoughts of this ! 
Methinks I ſee the poor Wretches tearing 
their own fleſh, and roaring out, for anguiſh , 
of thir Spirits And if the Lord ſhould 
ſhew any of them ſo much Mercy, in the time 
of their extremity, after they have ſhewn ſo 
little Ingenuity to him, or Mercy to their own 
Souls, even when all their Charming and Be- 
loved Vanities have left, and utterly forſaken 
them ; if the Lord (I ſay) ſhould be fo Mer- 
ciful to any of them, as to bring them to a 
true Goſpel-ſight and ſenſe of their great fin 
and woful folly,unto himſelf by Faith in Chriſt, 
and ſo unto Heaven at laſt, yet theſe poor 
Creatures ( whatever he may pleaſe to do in. 
the way of Prerogative) yet they have reaſon 
to expe a very Difficult, Dark, and Doubt- 
ful Paſſage of it : Bleſs the Lord, O my Sou}, 
who hath now, in time, in any Meaſure, 0- 
pen'd thine eyes, and further, 1 do ſolemnly 
charge thee, to take that ſerious Admonition, 
which is hereby ſuggeſted to thee, Beware 
what thou doeſt ! See thou be not found a- 
mong theſe wicked and moſt egregious ſort of 
Fools at laſt ! 
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Meditation 8. 


Upon my eating my dinner with an appetite, 
and ſo taſting much ſweetneſs in my food. 


Hat a difference is there between the 
| laſt meal and this? Then I eat as 
tho? I had but newly come from ſome deli- 
cious Feaſt, but now as if with the Country 
man -I ha$&cen following the Plow : Be- 
fore as I;h8wmuch ado to get a bit or two 
down, ſo What+1 did eat it ſeemed dry and 
infipid, as having ſcarce any goodneſs in. it ; 
but now as I eat heartily, ſo every bir goes 
down pleaſantly, and taſteth very ſweet and 
ſavoury - The reaſon of this is not from any 


. real difference. in my. food, for that which f 


had before me the laſt Meal was good and 
ſavoury in it ſelf, and that which I have be- 
fore me now and am (o heartily feeding on, 
tho*. good and wholſome, yet is plain, not de- 
licious nor attended with fine pleaſing ſauces 
to invite it down ; but the reaſon is plainly 
from my ſtomach which is now pretty ſharp 
and craving, as it was not before, 
Methinks now in the glaſs this Meal pre- 
ſents me with, | may ſee the very face of my 
Soul : Thus have I often found it with me as 
to my Spiritual Food ; the ſweet and lovely 
Jeſus, tho? he is always the ſame in himſelf, 
and alſo unto his bleſſed ones above, entirely 
ſweet and lovely, and always ſo, yer it the 
taſte and apprehenſions of ſo vile a Sinner 
upon Earth as 1 might be 2llowed to judge, he 


ſhould not be ſo: How oft alas that I am too 
| : N 3 much 
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much of their mind who took Manna, Angels 
food for light bread ? So'as to my Bible, 
methinks it ſhould not be the ſelf-ſame Chapter 
and verſe which I read at one time and at 
another, at one time {weeter then honey to 
my taſte, at another &en like the white of an 
Egg: The very ſame duty and Ordinance at 
one time taſteth nothing like it ſelf at ano- 
ther :- The good Books I read and Sermons 
I hear, how ſweet and ſavoury at one time, and 
yet by and by how dry and inſipid they ſeem 
to. be? Now the reaſon of this is irom my 
Spiritual Appetite, and not from any charge 
in my Spiritual Food. Here 1 have a demon- 
ſtration of the truth of what that Wile King 
faith, Prov. 27. 7. The full ſoul loatheth an boney 
comb, but to the hungry foul- every bitter thing ts 
ſweet. Get and maintain thine appetite, O my 
—— wa thou wouldſt ſavour and reliſh thy 
Food. þ | by 
But yet further, as I do not negle& my food 
when my Stomack is bad, ſo that I cannot eat 
It with wonted pleaſure, for fear of bringing 
my Stomack to a more vicious habit by dil- 
uſing it, ſo 1t 1s certainly mv Wiſdom as my 
duty alſo, tho*-I have nor at-all times the like 
delightful guft of my Spiritual Proviſſions, yet 
conſtantly to obſerve my Spiritual Meal-times; 
For as by eating the bodily Appetite ſome- 
times is by degrees recovered and encreaſed, 
one bit, as ut were, inviting another down : 
So I have obſerved again and again, that when 
I have gone to a duty with my Appetite dull, 
yet-I have felt it crave to ſome purpoſe be- 
fore the duty hath been over and the Table 
drawn, T- | | | 
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And on the other hand; as. one may faſt 
away his Stomack to bodily. fd, ſo no leſs as 
to Spiritual - The longer one faſteth here the 
longer they may , the negle& ot one duty 
making way for the negle&t of another, the 
conſequents of which are much more to be 
feared and carefully avoided then thoſe of the 
other, as the diſeaſes and death of the Soul, 
( which this hath a natural direct tendency un- 


»* 


*to) are, I had almoſt ſaid infinitely more 
dangerous and miſchievous ſad and dreadful 


. then thoſe of the Body. 


Meditation 9. 
Upon a fad melancholly Dream. 
T my firſt awaking this morning in a 
| ſtrange ſurprize | was ready thus to 
enquire, Where am I f How is it > The 
impreſſions made upon my mind by my Dream 
in the night being ſuch. as if the ſubje& of it 
had been a matter of the greateſt realiry, and 
conveighed and. confirmed to me by the high- 
eſt ſenſible- demonſtration, But new I am a- 
wake, and have got my ſenſes about me, which 
in my fleep were bound up while in my buiſy 
Fancy the ſad Tragady was acting, now (| 
ſay ) I am fully convinced and ſatisfied that it 
was but a Dream, an4 am ready to wonder in * 
my ſelf how I came to be ſo deeply affected 
with that which had no truth or being but on- 
ly that immaginary one which jt had in my 
unruly extravagant Fancy. | 
*Methinks this fairly invites me to refle& 
upon that dreaming Kind of life we poor - 
| N 4 mortals 
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mortals live here pon earth; the Tranſfitory 
Pleafures and Sorrows of which being com- 
pared with. Spiritual and Eternal ones ,- are 
tly enough reſembled by a Pleaſant or Me- 
lancholly Dream, as we ſhall certainly look 
upon them when Death and. Judgment hath 
ut once opened our eyes and thoroughly a- 
waked us in another World. O my. Soul , 
learn to judge of theſe things now as they 
_ are, and as thou wilt certainly do here- 
after, [-. '- 
Again, as this Melancholly Dream, tho? it 
put me to ſome preſent pain while I was under 
the immediate impreſſions of it, yet in that 
it hath left my heart in a good temper en- 
clined to ſeriouſneſs, when other kind of 
Dreams at other times which have tickled my 
| corrupt fancy have had a quite contrary effect 
upon me; methinks in this I may plainly read 
that which hath been the frequent matter of 
"my experience and obſervation, both as to my 
felt and others ; ſcilicet, That tho? Worldly 
Proſperity doth more pleaſe and gratify our 
carnal ſenſual parts, yet Croſſes and Aﬀictions 
ordinarily do our Souls more good, are cer- 
tainly better friends to ſeriouſneſs. ' Improve 
this, O my Sovl, ſo as further to reconcile thy 
felf to ſuch diſpenfations as thou ſhalt here- 
_ after meet with them! ay 
* And further, as Death ( the dying pangs 
of a dear friend) was the Subjet-matter 'of 
this my Melancholly Dream , methinks this 
doth fairly reprove, and- alſo further inſtru&t 
me. - 
Alas, what are my ordinary moſt uſual 
- thoughts of Death? Are they not even like 
Ore. 4 
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a Dream or Viſion of the night, which tho? 
it makes ſome impreſſion for the preſent, yet 
when once lam up and got about my bulineſs 
its preſently off again, and 4s as tho” it had not 
-been, ſcarce leaving ſo much as any the leaſt 
mark behind ir > But conſider, O my Soul, 
Death, and either Heaven. or Hell, certainly 
and immediatly fullowing' after ; theſe are no 
idle Dreams -or , night fancies 5 believe them 
ſtedfaſtly, ponder them ſeriouſly ; Dream no 
longer about them, but prepare thy ſelf for 
: them with all poſlible care, diligence and ſpeed. 
- But then further, I may alſo learn this, that 
the ſerious thoughts and meditations of Death 
Is an excellent means to awaken drowſy Con- 
: ſciences and. to make men ſerious. 

\ Once more, as ſome diſcourſe the evenin 
before about the Death of a Chriſtian frien 
laid the foundation ( as I ſuppoſe) of this my 
Dream, occaſioned my . Fancy to work upon 
this Theam , hence 1 may take notice how 
neceſſary it is in order to the preventing bad 
thoughts and to the procuring of good. ones in 
my fleep in the night, to take care how my 
Thoughts and Tongue are employed in the 
| Preceeding day, eſpecially towards and in the 
cloſing part of it, as my buiſy Fancy I find is 
moſt frequently apt to return in the night up- 
on that which made the lateſt and deepeſt im- 
- preſſion vpon it the day before : And that 
theſe my night thoughts are not in ſome ſence 
matters to be ſlighted and difregarded by me, 
ſee Experience the Thirty eighth. 


. Meditat. 10, 
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Meditation 10. 
Jpon hearing a poor old Man return God 
thanks after his meat, | 


Ord ! What ſweet and pleaſant muſick is 
I, here! I perceive the Palaces of Princes 
and great Men have not all ; I find that in this 
poor little ſmoaky cottage , which I fear is 
rarely to be met-with there, this poor Man 
that cannot Tpeak plain for Age, methinks his 
ſtamering ont the praiſes of his God at this 
rate, with ſuch warm and lively affections, and 
that notwithſtanding his preſent very mean 
and low condition, methinks it ſounds like the 
ſweet melodious warbling of an Angel | | 
. The poor heart his condition in the World 
1s ſuch that he is maintained by the charity of 
others, and the laſt time I was to ſee him, 
being affected with his condition 1'gave him a 
piece of Money- my felf, which he as thankful- 
ly received : But, notwithſtanding his ont- 
| ward Poverty, I perceive he is a far richer 

Man then my ſelf : I have now this night taken 
him and his flock feeding, which I find hath 
done me more good then if 1 had been to ſee 
the King and Queen at their Royal Table ; 
But I ſee neither dainties, varieties or a- 
bundance before them ; nothing but a poor 
ſingle Rabbit, and the broth ir hath afforded 
' them ; neither is this feaſt finely ſerved up, 
I fee not ſo much as a Napkin that the poor 
Man hath to dry his fingers with: And 
moreover I underſtand the poor people are 
now making two Meals at leaſt in one, and 
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yet the good Soul, is as pathetically thankful 
as if he had been riſing from ſome ſuch Royal 
Feaſt as that great King Abaſhuerus once 
made: And indeed when eyer I ſee him I 
find him in ſuch a contented thankful frame 
as if he was made up of it, his breath ſmelling 
ſo. much of Heaven gtves me good ground to 
conclude, that he is daily fed trom. ſuch,a one 
as Abaſhuerus. do I ſay, no, ) from his betters 
board, 

Hence - take notice, O my: Soul, in how 
narrow. a room, as: to theſe outward things, 
Contentment lies ; or -how. little a Chriſtian 
is beholden to. the. World for his Content- 
- "Wh indeed. to ſpeak. truth juſt none at * 
all 

And further, obſerve what miſtaken Senti- 
ments the Men of the World generally have 
about. the condition of God's People. in it, 
which they look upon. as very miſerable ; in- 
deed. as for, our great Lords and Ladies "who 
dwell in their ſtately Pallaces, which Nature 
and Art, ſet upon the ſtretch, hath prepared 
them, ard that have Tables richly ſpread and 
fully furniſhed, that with the rich. Senſualliſt 
in the Goſpel fare deliciouſly every day,.ſuch 
2s in all reſpe&ts ſeem to have the World at 
will, all that heart can wiſh, theſe they call 
happy. But. then, as for theſe poor Chriſtians 
who have ſcarce any thing beſides their God, 
beſides a poor hungry empty Pr omiſe ( as they 
take it) to live upon, ſuch as are glad of one | 
of theſe little ſmoaky huts to dwell in, tuch 
as are fain ſometimes to miſs a Meal, and oft 
to take up with a ſhort one, ſuch as muſt tarry 
for their Dianer ſometimes till God he his 
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Providence is pleaſed to ſend ſomething in to 
fornjſh the Table with, and the like, theſe, in 
their account, are poor miſerable wretches,. 
if the World hath any ſuch in it. But hold, 
for all your wit and haſt you are much miſta- 
ken ; our God is more: to us then you are a- 
_ of: Thoſe Promiſes X his _ you 
upon as poor hungry naked empty things, 
we fi oburd, -y ————_— to be both Meat, 
Drink and Cloaths to us ; and, that both in the 
Woaat,and alſo in the Enjoyment of ſuch things: 
' We have leſs then you, and yet, with your leave, 
we have more - Our Houſes are not ſo Fine 
and Stately as yours, but we have more of 
God and Heaven in them; We grant,you ont- 
doe us, as to your Fare, but, for all that, we 
know, that we have better Chear : That ſelf- 
fame hand which gave vs Chrift, giveth us our 
Daily Bread; And ſo the leaſt of our Mkrcies 
is bigger then the greateſt of yours, becauſe it 
comes from a higher Fountain, even that of 
God's ſpecial Covenant-Love ; when yours 
come onely from his Common Bounty and 
Providence ; And this, be it known unto you 
makes our ſhort Commons much ſweeter and 
detter unto us, then your Green, Full grown 
Paſtures are, or can be unto you : This makes 
our Cruſt better unto vs, then your whole 
Loafe is to yon ; Come and ſee; come and 
make a Trial of Religion but as far as we 
have done, and you ſhall have that Myſteri- 
ons Riddle unfolded to you, [| 4s having no- 
thing, and yet poſſeſſing al# things ] a thing as 
=_ and obvious unto us, as Mathematical 
monſtration can make any thing appear to 
you : And if you ſhould fear losſmg any 
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thing by this Adventure, and dare not take 
our word for the contrary , ' you ſhall have 
our Makers Bond for your 'Security ; Lord, 
that # pr poor blind World was * but Undes 
ceived 1 - - | | f: : 


— —_ — _ 
< * 


._- Meditation 12. qc 
Upon the fight of a great many Burns 
Te in a Dark Nigke. 555% Fs 


XK 7 Hat a diſmal dark Night is this,in which 
| ' "neither Moon nor Stars appear ? But 
yet. tho? thoſe bright Illuminated Bodies be 
by yonder Black Clouds obſcured and hid from 
my ſight, yet may one. not think , that this 
great. number of Candles, in fo: many Shops 
and Chamber- windows, preſenting themſelves 
to my preſent view, twinckling and ſparkling 
in my eyes, ſome higher, ſome lower , ſome 
larger and brighter, others ſmaller and more 
dim , ſome fixed, and others in motion ; May 
one not fancy, I ſay, that this looks like an 
imitation, or faint reſemblance of them, as if 
the Stars of Heaven had forſaken their- Orbs, 
the high and elevated Stations they were 'in; 
and were come down to fix with us in this low 
and dirty Region. of ours. But yet notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Lights ſhining, almoſt round 
about me, yet its Night with me ſtill, and a 
very. dark one, which makes me grope, and 
take my ſteps very ſlowly, and uncomfortably, 
with much carefulneſs and fear; And truly: 
was there Star and Moon-light too, it yu c 
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Nill be Night for all that, until the Suns re- 
turn ſhall make it Day, and then, indeed, all 
thoſe leſſer Lights, will, by degrees, diſappear 
and vaniſh quite out of ſight, and, being need- 
leſs, will not at all be miſſed by me. Methinksy 
O my Soul, -. here thon. may'ſt ſee that which 
fitly minds thee of thy ſad condition, when 
under Spiritual Deſertions, in that dark and 
oloomy Day, that Day, or rather Night of 
Clouds and thick Darkneſs, whenthou walkeſt 
in Darkneſs, ſeeing no Light ; when thy. God 
is pleaſed to hide his Face, when the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs hath withdrawn himſelf, and 
ſhineth not upon thee ; when the Comforter 
that ſhould relieve thee, being provoked: and 
grieved, is gone far from thee, ſo that he 
ſeems not only out of fight,. bur alſo ont of 
call ; when the exceeding great and' precious 
Promiſes, with which the Bleſſed Book of God 
is ſo ſweetly Beſpangled, afford thee no Light 
or Comfort, each of them having, to thy ap- 
prehenfion [ Hands off } Written in the front 
of them,and ſo ſeeming to ſpeak as much Ter- 
ror as ever they ſpake Comfort to thee : When 
Holy Duties and Ordinances are alſo dark, yea 
darker then other common things , by how 
much they uſe to be more light at other times. 
When thou art in this doleful plight , tho? 
thou haſt never ſo many outward Creature- 
comforts about thee, they availe thes nothing, 
as to the making of it Day, they ſignifie no 
more to thee, in this reſpect, then theſe Can- 
dles do with their poor dim ſhine this Dark 
' Night ; notwithſtanding them, thoh canſt not 
chuſe but walk very heavily and diſconſolate- 
Iy ; It is Night with thee ſill, until it pleaſe 
the 
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the Bright and Glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs 
to break forth upon thee again, which is in- 
deed enough to turn the blackeſt. Darkeſt 
Night immediately into the brighteſt Day - 
Lord ſet, and ever keep my Soul under the 
Light of thy Loving Countenance, and then, 
tho? it pleaſe thee to extinguiſh more of theſe 
poor dim Candle-lights, my outward Creature 
Comforts , I will not Complain; nay, indeed, 
when it is ſo with me, I find 1 cannot 3 My 
God, thou art enough for me; Thou filleſt 
me Lord ; thou art more then I can hold; 
enlarge and fill Lord 3 O enlarge! O fill ! 
. Burt further, as I now being: in the-Dark, . 
take each ſtep with more carefulneſs and 
fear then 1 uſe to do, when I have the Light 
ſhining about me; ſo I have obſcured ſome- 
times , when 1 have been in a dark delerted 
eltate. ſo far as to want any thing of ſenſible 
Comfort ; yet, my care of my ways, .and fear 
of offending God by Sin, hath been as great, 
nay greater then at other times, which hath 
made 'me more moderate , and ſubmiſſive in 
my deſires after Comforts ; Lord, Comfort is 
very. ſweet, but Grace and Holineſs is better 4 
better in it ſelf, yea, and the beſt the only 
way £0 It. 


Meditat. 12. 
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Meditation 12: 


Upon obſerving the dirtineſs of my Fingers 
Vn the Colliding 4 Sum of Money. 


Ho would think this, that ware not u- 
ſed to the relling of Money themſelves, 
or that had not obſerved the like eftet in 0+ 
thers ? This heap of Silver, how it ſhines and 
gliſters ? The moſt Men who have to do with 
this ſo much adored Mettal, their eyes are ſo 
dazled by it, that they cannot ſee the Sun of 
Righteoufneſs, that moſt Compleat, PerfeQt 
and Matchleſs-Beauty : But notwithſtanding 
Its fair and glittering looks and promifes, eve- 
ry piece aſſuring me that it hath been under 
the Refiners hand ; yet, upon the telling of it 
over, I ind my fingers are ſullied and durtied, 
as tho? I had been raking with. them in rhe 
Earth, out of the Bowels of which it was ta« | 
ken. 1donot find it thus upon ry taking , 
or lightly turning over a piece or two ; And : 

fo the poor honeſt Labootieg Man, who is not - 
troubled with the telling of Fifties and Huw- 
dreds,: but only when be hath done his days 
Work to receive his Penny ; his fingers .are 
not ſo fouled by that, as mine now are in the 
Telling over this greater Sum, and that inſenſi- 
bly I know not how. | ad 
 Methinks this may afford me a fair and live- 
ly Emblem of the guilt and filth, which, alas, 
I too too frequently contratft, and that infenfſi- 
bly too fometimes, even in the ufe of lawful 
things ; God is not an hard unkind Maſter , 

_ Religion is not ſuch a ſevere thing, as ones 
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Occaſional Meditations.” 192 
out of Prejudice, repreſent. it to,be, as deny- 
ing and forbiding the moderate, cheerful, pi- 
ous ule.of Outward Comforts and Delights 31 
may, with God's free leave, make uſe of the 
good Creatures he affords me, not only for 
meer neceſſity, to ſupport my Natural Lite, 
but alſo for my delight ; And fo I may not on- 
ly Eat and Drink, and Sleep, and Labour ia 
my Calling, but al:o I may ſometimes uſe ſome 
innocent and moderate Recreation ; As I muff 
Read God's Holy Word, Meditate, Pray, and 
hear Sermons, and Read Pious Authors, fo 
now and then I may ſeaſonably Read a Piece 
of Hiſtory, or entertain a Friend with ChEar- 
ful Difcourſe' for my Diverſion: But, alas, 
tho* ſach things are innocenr, and lawful "in _ 
_ themſelyes, yer throngh my immoderate irre= -. 
gular uſe, and ill management of them, 'I or- 
dinarily come off from them with tny heart 
defiled, as I now do from the Telling of this 
Money ( which appears cleanly enough, every 
Piece of it, to any ones thinking ) with! dirty 
lingers. | Gr Lo ON 
And, as I ſhould be afham'd to go with theſe 
hands to my Dinner, until I have waſhed them, 
or to' touch any thing that's neat and cleanly 
So bluſh, O my Soul, to think of going in: the 
Caſe before-mention'd, withour. a freſh parti- 
cular waſhing in that precious Laver the Blood 
of a dedr Jeſus, unto any of: thy. vprieny 
Meals, or of touching any thing that is Sacred. 
and Holy. . 2455, HEE 
This Refle&ion: brings to my Mind the. pra-. 
Cice of the Phariſees, and the 'reſt of the Jews 
-j of Old, in Compliance with the "Tradition | 
+4 %f che Elders, which "a to waſh often; —_—_ 
- : | tper: 
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when they came from the Market, except they waſh- 
ed, not to eat, Mark 7, 3, 4 which, tho? alas 
it was a Proud, Self-conceited , Fond, and Su- 
perſtitious Cuſtom in them 3 yet take it in a 
Spiritual Sence, and then it is ſufficiently Ju- 
ſtifiable, highly Commendable, and abſolutely 
. neceſlary ; In that Senſe, O my Soul, ſee thon 

go and do likewiſe, | 


Meditation, x3.. 


Upon my Paying a Large Sum of Money in 
RG of Exchange for a London-b1ll. 


-. nothing thar's InſtruQtive > If a Stran- 
ger ſhould come in now, and ſee me giving 
this Gentleman ſuch a heap of good hard Mo- 
ney for this little Shred of Paper, with two or 
three Lines Written 1a it, he knows not what; 
which, materially conſidered , is not worth 
half a Farthing ; ſuppoſing him, I ſay, a ftran- 
ger to this way of Trading, VVould he not 
reckon me to be a meer Natural, and be rea- 
dy toſay, The Fool and his Money 1s eaſily 
parted 2 Or if he did .underſtand the Con- 
feats of this Bill, yet he would ſtill be of the 
fame opinion, if he did not believe that there 
was ſuch a Place as the. City cf London, where 
my Bill is made payable, or that there was ſuch 
a Man as Mr. there, on whom.its drawn, 
or that he and the- Drawer were ſome poor 
Men, neither of them worth a Groat, and fo 
not able to Pay.-it, he would ftill be ready,go 


WiFi is this that 1 am doing ? Afﬀeords it 
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ſay, The Fool is juſt throwing away all this 
good Money : But I know, and am well aſſyu- 
red of the contrary to all this, as are all the 
VViſe Men in the Town, who have to do with 

the ſaid Perſons, and Trade too, and from the 

faid place: VVe know that there is ſuch a 
-Place as London, and that the Perſons I have 
to do with in this Bill, are very Reſponſible ; 
and {o that this Bill is really of as much value 
as the Money I pay in way of Exchange for it; 
and that this is a very Commodious and advan- 
tagious way of Trading ; So that ſuch a Per- 
ſon's Cenſure would be ſo far from being Juſt 
and Reaſonable, and to be heeded or regarded 
by me, that he would juſtly deſerve the Cen- 
fure of Notorious Ignorance, Incredulity and 

+» Folly by it himfelf. | | 

Methinks juſt ſnch kind of groſs miſtakes 
thoſe who would fain' be accounted -the great 
wits of the World'are ordinarily gnilty of; 
in the judgment, which with equal confidence 
and folly, they paſs upon the poor godly Mans 
adveritures, whoſe way of Trading they are 
fitter ſtrangers to; when they ſee him _ 
himſelf, ſee him ready at God's call to expoſe 
his Perſons his Eſtate, his all in the World, 

In the cauſe of his dear Jeſus Chriſt and the 

Goſpel : When they ſee: him upon all oc- 

- eafions ready to give liberally and freely, ont; 

of that little Eſtate he hath, unto Pious and 

Charitable uſes; and: all this ppon the Credit 
of two or three lines in his Bible, that God 
will ſurely repay him with advantage at leaſt 
in another World ; which alas they know not 
how to value any otherwiſe then according 

t the price of the Book, which whole yolume 
k. Q 2 they 
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195 Occaſidnal Meditations. 
they can have for under a Crown ; upon this, 
1 ſay, their inward thoughts ar leaſt are, that 
he is a poor weak-brained ſenſeleſs for, a filly 
Avram indeed, which prophane ſcoff the poor 
wretches ſometimes have in their Mouths : 
But for-all this, Wiſdom 7s juſtified of ber Chil- 
dren, and,will certainly juſtify the choice and 
courſe of her Children in due time; and fo 
ſuch ignorant prophane ſcoffers are not to be 
regarded by us. | 

Whatſoeyer you do, we believe that God 
is, and that He is a moſt bountifal rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him : If you do 
not know, do not in, your hearts believe that 
there is ſuch a place as Heaven, yet we have 
the higheſt aſlurance to the contrary that rea- 


ſonable Creatures upon Earth can immagin , 


or deſire: It is the great place of our Trad- 
ing. our City-converſation is there more or 
leſs every day: And whatever credit our 
great Correſpondent there hath with you, yer 
be it known unto you, to his honour, that a 
penny in a Promiſe of his. is as good to us, 
when we are truly our ſelves, as one: in our 
Purſe. We know and are aſſured that he is 
Truth it ſelf, and have ever found him exactly 
punctual as thouſands have done before us, 


even as many as ever tried him. Will you 


come. and prove him too ? We wiſh with our 
hearts and Souls you would : But however 
if not, we deſire you would leave off your 
jearing ſcofting trade; Judge nothing before 
the time, the Lord 1s at hand : Hold Tongue 
but till you and we meet before him at the 
great day, and then, if with them winking 
fcorntul eyes, of yours, you do not ſee us re- 
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ceive our hundred fold, we give you free leave 
to' mock and brand us at your pleaſure, as 
the greateſt and moſt Egregious fools that 
ever was: But in the mean rime we aſſure 
you that we know in whom we have be- 
heved. 


Lo 


- Meditation 1 4. 


Upon the uſeleſſneſs of my neglected Watch. 
| * 


We a pretty little Engin is this? How 
uſeful and delightful a companion it 
hath been to me ſometimes, letting me know 
how my precious hours paſs from me, tho” it 
is indeed a thing which calls for deep ſorrow 
of heart, when I refle& upon my way of ſpend- 
ing them, in doing nothing, or in that which 
15 worſe, in meer Vanity and Sin. 

But this Watch, now fince-I iet it down 


two' or three nights ago, it lies in my pocket 


as an uſejeſs burdenſome thing which I care 
not for caſting my eyes npon. 
And yet truly when 1 think how it hath 


_ gone amiſs, of late, ( the ſpring not being 


® . . 
wound up to a due height) ſo methinks 1 am 
as well without it, as well now it doth not go 


as when it did, nay in ſome reſpeQs better, 
as' I am now eaſed of the care and trouble of 
winding of it up, and am not now in danger 


of being deceived by it,-in the meaſuring of 
my time as I was before. | 

Bat yet, for all this, I do not herenpon 
condemn all Watches as uſeleſs, burdenfome 


and dangerous things, nor do I,'now in a pet, 
Xs O 
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reſolve to throw away this of mine, but one 
the contrary I think to go to a skillful Watch- 
maker, and get him to fet it in order, that 
ſo it may be an uſeful delightful Companion to 
me again. 

 Methinks this fairly invites me to conſider 
of a thing, which alas, I have had too much ſad 
experience of, ſcilicet, That one nly ſo manage 
their ſpiritual Watch and Diary, as that-it 
may become an uſeleſs burdenſome, yea and a 
dangerous miſcheifous thing tov ; indeed, 
when rightly @nanaged, this is an excellent. 
means to tell me what time a day it is with my 
Soul as I have ſometimes found it - Then a 
Corruption or Temptation doth not ſtir but 
I have them preſently : Not a motion of Gad, 
which either turns his face .or his back upon 
me, but I am preſently ſenſible of it, and the 
like : But alas, how often, thropgh a formal 
careleſs management of. it, 1 find it quite 0- 
therwiſe ? Then Sin and Satan and the World 
make a thoroughfare of my poor Soul from 
day to day, and I take little or no notice of 
it: God makes a motion towards me-and is 
gone again before I take notice of him : And 
further, here is this great miſchief of it, by 
the bare outward diſcharge of fifth. duties, I 
am laid open to this Temptation to- bear my 
ſelf in hand that I am ſomething, when, it 
may be, I am nothing. Look about thee, Q 
my Soul 7. But yet hereupon I am not to. con- 
demn this duty 1n: it ſelf as uſeleſs and un- 
profitable in others whoſe Watches go Letter 
then mine; nor: am I hereupon to negle& it 
and lay it aſide my ſelf, but on the contrary, 
as I deal with my Watch ſo muſt I deal with 
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my Heart here, go' to God who made and ex- 
atly knows: every little wheel and: motion in 
It, and can ſet all at [rights again; Lord, 
wind' up 'the ſpring to a due pitch of Spirit- 
uallity , Seriouſneſs and diligence ! Let me 
not be one of thoſe moſt miſerably uadone 
Souls whom Religion helps ro unde |! 


mt 


Meditation 15. Rc 
Upon my ſecuring another Houſe before T 
gave my Lanilady warning, 

I am but a fool for this World, as is well 
23 known to ſuch as are acquainted with me, 
«(and alas, which cuts me to the Heart, I am 
no body for the next neither! -O how great 
is my fooliſhneſs ! Surely I am more bruitiſh 
then any Man!) but yet I queſtion not but 
that the great wits of the World would be 
ready to commend me as taking a wiſe and 
prudent courſe in this buſineſs : Being, upon 
«divers accounts, neceſlitated- to think of .re- 
moving my -habitation,' yet I would not give 
my Landlady warning, nor let her underſtand 
my full refolution to leave her houſe uatil I 
had: made ſome proviſſion for my ſelf elſe- 
where, and that for fear leaſt I ſhould; nor in 
\ convenient time hear of an Houſe more to my 
Mind, and fo leaſt ſhe ſhonld- be beforehand 
with me, and give me warning, and thereby 
run me on Rocks, forcing me to. cloſe with 
ſome incommodious dwelling , to the preju- 
dice of my Health and Trade, or, at leaſt, put 
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my thoughts into a hurry- abont it : All this 
now is prevented by a little forecaſt. 

Canſt thou pick nothing out of this, O my: 
Soul ? Conſider thon art not the Landlord 
of the Houſe wherein thou dwelleſt , .but a 
Tennant, and a Tennant at will :- The: Lord 
may ſend out a-writ of eje&ment- againſt thee: 
when he pleaſeth; and truly conſidering what 
a woeful bad Tennant thou has been, daily 
running more and more in errors ; wonder, 
O my. Soul, that he hath not done it long e're 
'this ! Conſider further , the Lord, tho' he 
was not bound to it, yet hath been. graciouſly 
pleaſed to give thee warning time after time : 
What other is the language of thoſe diſtem- 
pers, and ſenſible decays thou findeſt in this 
clay Tabernacle of thine «but ſuch as this? In * 
time be laying out, O poor 'Soul. and elfe- 
where providing for thy ſelf : .What- means 
the cracking, ſhrinking and monlding down 
of one part after another? Is it- not to let 
Thee underſtand, that this poor Cottage which 
at preſent thon inhabiteſt, will not be long 
Tennantable for thee, that it will down about 
thine ears ſhortly? Now. O "my : Soul, wilt 
thou be wiſe? O then lay out for thy ſelf in 
time; and take this into' thy ſerious thonghts 
1 charge thee, the great Landlord of both 
Worlds he hath but two great Houſes for Souls 
12 the next, Heaven and Hell, his Palace and 
his Priſon ; into one of theſe thou mouft enter; 
and there he fixed for ever, as ſoon as thon 
turneſt out here. ET 

"The Lord in his infinite condeſcention is ſo 
fair to thee, as to five thee a true and im- 
Partial ac@unt of both, and ſo gracious as 
kh My. So 6 here 
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here to give. thee liberty of: choice, but com« 
mands thee to chole the better, to take Hea- 
VEL 


Methinks now, O my Soul, thou ſhouldeſt 
not need to deſire tim? to conſider of it, but 
that thou ſhonldeſt immediarly fix upon Hea- 
ven: But, if it muſt be ſo, go and conſult 
the Map, turn- over thy Bible; but what thou 
coſt, do quickly, delay not, for that hath been 
the. undoing. of thouſands : Death will cer- 
tainly and ſhortly come with God's Com- 
miflion in it's hand to eject thee, and then 
there is no withſtanding - It was in vain 
to think of diſputing his Commiſſion, when he 
comes, out thon muſt without delay : Now 
ſee thou be beforehand with kim, do-not'put 
the matter off till the laſt pinch - Admit poor 
Souls to be ſafe in: the main, yet what diſmal 
circumſtances they are in when they ſee their 
time juſt expiring, and know not where they 
muſt ſpend their Eternity. but it may be hear 
the Devil and their own Hearts telling them 
loudly and confidently: enough that it muſt be 
'  4n--the bottorfi of Hel], and think they hear 

God: ſay.ſo too, Ah poor hearts ! O my Soul, 
' why art thou thus content to let matters he at 
fo much uncextaintie ? Eternal Joys, Eter- 
nal Torments, theſe are: no Childs plays; O 
Curſed trifling and indifferency ! -O Curſed 
negligence and lloth! Well, the Lord hath, as 
I may ſay, drawn a Leaſe with his hand and 
Seal at it, I ſhould rather ſay, a free-Deed of 
Gift of Heaven, to have and to hold for ever 
in his Word, and gives thee leave to go and 
put thy Ngme ia if thou wilt; ſee thou do it 
od; without 
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 withont delay - Lord, thon haſt my Heart | 
and Hand, 
| | Joſeph Barrett. 


Let this thing be ratified in Heaven, Amen. 


—_— 
_— 


I 
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: Meditation 16. RAT 
Upon the Preparing my New Houſe for ne. 


Hat bufie doings is here ? How many 
hands are here at work ? Here's Car- 
penter, Maſoner, Smith and Joyner, and divers 
of them ; ſometimes I obſerve - here is Eight 
Perſons, or more, employed, and yet there's 
Work enough for them-all, in fitting up this 
Old Houſe for me; A great deal here is to be 
done, tho* the Foundation and Main VVork 
ſtand ;- yet here are ſome parts to be taken 
away. and what a ſtinking duſt it makes when 
they potter in this Old VVall. Again, other 
Parts are to be added, this an$that Conveni- 
ency to be made 3 not a Room 1n it but here's 
Fomething or other done in it, which - caſts it 
into quite another form, that it fearce looks 
like the ſame. : 

. 1 deſire that all paſſages about this my re- 
move, may ſuggeſt ſomething or other to me 
about my great remove into the other 
VVorld. 


Indeed, here I muſt turn the Subje& of my 
Diſcourſe from ghe Houſe to the (I hope) bye 
PR io cended 


tended Inhabitant ; Heaven is ready for thee, 
O my Soul, waſt thou but. rezdy for. it; but 
alas., How far art thou from being fo? O 
how much to'be undone, and how much to 
be done before it will come to that ? | 


VVell, be not yet diſcouraged, O my Soul, 
the Lord is at work-in thee; both by his Or- 
dinances and Providences, pulling down, and 
building up, and, I truſt, he will not leave 
thee, though ſuch a ſorry and Croſs-grain'd 
VVretch , until he hath made a Compleat 
Piece of thee, and then for Heaven forth+ 
with ; It ſhall not be in the power of Men 
or Devils to detain thee one Moment,  - 


. VVell, fince matters ly thus, © my Soul , 
VVilt thou not endeavour to 1y; fair , when 
the Lord comes with his Ax, bis-Hammer, bis 
Plain, &c. VVilt thou not diligently, with 
all readineſs of Mind, cloſe in with-the Bleſ- 
ſed Spirit of God , the. Great Artificer, or - 
Agent, under Chriſt, in fitting and preparing 
Souls, by Grace , for Glory ? Doth it nor 
t thee toai#he Bluſh, to think that Heaven 
ath : {taid for thee ſo long ? Is not Heaven 
better' than this Earth ? Yea, faith my Soul, 
to be with Chriſt, is beſt of all. T 
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Vyor the Lighting my Candle, aftt#f1 hid, by 
- an Accident, put it ont. Tyan: 


| Y Gandleſtick ſtanding ſomewhat tickle, 

Y 4 by- a touch-of my .Slieve I -threw- it. 
down, and: by the fall -extinguiſhed my Can- 
dle; This, at. firſt; 1:looked:upon as an -vnhap-. 
. py-accident,-as it gave me-an unwellcome di-+ 
verſion inithe Work 1 was :employed: about ; 
- upon ſecond thoughts, -1 changed my - 
find concerging it, upon-the account of 2: pro-! 
fitable r 1M Qi 9, which:y. by-the-means of -a 
little Circumſtance, abouc this aQion, I had: a 
fair occaſion Oy For |. | me ; __ | 
catching up my Candle preſently, while-t 
was yet. fire in the Wick;;- notwithſtanding 
the Blaze was extinQ, and putting it to the 
Fire, it lighted preſently, with- a-very. little 
touch, if not before it approached ſo near as to 
touch the Burning-Coal 1 put. it:to. 

. This brought tomy Mind thawhich I have 
frequently experienc'd, with reſpect to Spiriru- 
al Decays and Declinings ; I hope there is: in 
my heart a Spark which is of the Lord's kind- 
ling; And .this poor, ſmall, but- preciqus - 
Spark, he 15 ſometimes; pleaſed to blow vp jn- 
to alittle Aſſending Flame :- But, alas | what 
by the means of the contrary Principles of Sin 
and Corruptipn within ( which my heart ſad-- 
iy abounds: with and what by the frequent 
and violent guſts of Temptation , from Satan 
and the: World without, this. poor wy 
1410 £ Ng 
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thing is almoſt continually i in danger 'of b 
extinguiſh, and put our, and frequently ive , 
35 to my preſent ſenſe and: feeling ; ; But now, © 
if- the ; Lord : enable me. to watch-+my heart 

any thing narrowly, ſo as to obſerye = take 
notice of his Withdrawments, and of my ſpiri-/ 
tual decays and declinings at the beginnihg of 
them,” and- then, forthwith , by Repentance 
and: Faith to: Addreſs my "ſelf to him for 
Grace and Peace ( the" reviving and- om 
of them) who is the Fountain, the firſt Au- 
thor, Maintainer, and Comfpleator of both; 
1 find then the matter is more eaſily Retrie- 
ved, the" Life and Vigor' of Grace and*Com- 
fort- more” eaſily- regained ; But'then, if ' Fam 
retmis#and careleſs, and let the matter £0'too- 
fary-then'it is done with much greater diffi 
culty ; : O' how many: heavy*Groans; 'andhard* 
Struggles it coſt me then ! Remember this, 'O' 
my Soul, and be wiſe for time to come. PAT 
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M editation 1 8. 


; Upon my Watch's looſing, or going foo fo, 
| and the occaſion of it. 


'Aking out my Watch, which for a con- 

ſiderable time of 1ar@hath been: daily 
etring, T was ſomewhat ſurprized to'ſe it 
on. a ſuddain got into the contrary: extreatm; 
it - having loſt as much 'in a"day as Hon 
it uſed to ger, and this without any che 
the Weather, or -my' contributing -any” thj 
| —_ this alceration''dy lertifig” down the 
ſpring : 


4 
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FOM bein wicotpins to anther with 
Rear what might/be the canſe;of this ſuddain, 
ge 3 and as my; thoughts were at work, 
-xrue: cauſe. thereof, as 1 rationally. appre- 
bend, preſently: occured to my: mind, ſetheet,; 

This morning 1 changed my. Cloathes, - putting 


- © enithoſe: which: bad lain by.me'a conlidexable 


time pnworn, and {ſo the: moiſtnels- or damp- 
neſs of: my leather/Pocket, in which | pyt my: 
fatch; 4:ſbppoſe, bad that influence upon ty 
110? not ſa as quite: tO ftop, yet 1o as thus te 
retard' its tnotion £: This-bronght-to my mind 
a-piretty- pertinent, tho' a melancholly, uncem- 
fortable, reflection npon a /matter-which hath 
ſometimes fallen bhader-my obſtrvation +in-/0-: 
thers;-an& of whith,/ alas,; I-have had. but too 
much fad experience my: ſelf, fſeilicet, » The fadt - 
unhappy fate of fome. poor "hearts removing 
out of good, Religious; Godly Families into! 
Profane, Irreligious 'Ungodly ones, upon: which 
ſome that were really good, yea and conſidera- 
bly forward before, have been preſently ſeen 
apparently to decline and grow more remiſs, 
careleſs and indifferent: And 'fuch as were 
. only ſeemingly good before, beg gor 4 
veider reſtraint; arid: into a more proper Elke- 
ment, have appeared really bad; and: have beert 
growing more and more extreamly fo: And | 
as for. my ſelf ,"tho* it hath” been” my- grean }F- 
peiviledge ever "46" have my lot caſt in gabd. F. 
Farmilies; 4 merey which. extreamly inhan 
pno—_ accovnt,: which, -alas; God' knows, 1 am far 
| knowing how: to make np. any thing 
tollerably : The good Lord pitty, humble'an 
forgive: me ! Tho®-I have- been: thus pron 
_— _ ſay ). yer as 4 have: occaſionally, 

4 time; 


time, fallen; into vain WS Ginfal Commune 
how miſchievous it hath; been to my poor 
Soul'z It. hath been mighty prejudicial to:me, 
as fre -obſervation. and experience, eveit 

from C ildhood, hath at a very Jad and "coſtly 
rate 'informed me. . 

\ Phyſfitians tell vs, and that not without the 
anthority both of Reaſon and Experience, that 
a' perſon, who values his Health, ſhould. have 
ſmall regard to the ſalubrity or inſalubrity 
'F © of the Air he lives in': - Edoubt not bur this 
' rolewill hold good in Divinity as well : That 
3 Man ſurely who doth. not hate his own Soul, 
who'-is not. fond -of Sin and Hell, mult care- 
fully avoid: wicked profane Places, Families 
-and all ſuchiCompany, at leaſt love to. and de> 
ed TE 


"447 


" s 

pO IS » % m—_— 
ah a aan a. 4 

_— 


Y « 
F IS. WIR - a. "= —_—_——__ 


— mt. 


TT 


 Meateath" 19. 
Uo 4 Light pres oy 4 Snow. 


"His iiange Light: in my Windows La 
 ceeding, from. this great Snowy I find 
s as L-lift up my head-froni my Book tint. 
ing.my eyes, and: as often commanding, my, 
thoughts ; Now, fiace it muſt be * _ cer. 
= my: wiſdoth.to ſee, if i F may be, to_get 
mething by the thoughts I find my Cie an n 
A x nw 4 of laying out. upon/it :... And .me; 
| Ein here 1is., one: thing readily ont g it 
bith ſeems to have a ſomewhat promilinj 
look, if. a-cold and-barren; heart dg- riot. des 
zwd cut me ſhort of & - OR 
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notice of a highly differing ;' indeed ' a quite 
contrary quality :, Hig the Light ” which 
proceeds from this Snow,and that which pro- 
ceds from” the Sin; in the» emanations or 
beams which proceed fromthe latter [there'is 


and Cold. 

Methinks now this fairly repreſents to'me 
the great difference that there is between the 
Knowledze- which is ſeated in the head of - 
Natural Unregenerate perſon, and that. which 
hath al raken poſſeſſon -of the heart” of the 
SanRified Holy Soul : The former is many 
times very bright and clear, ſuch” as attracts 

the eyes and raiſeth the admiration of others x 
They cannot but wonder at their excellent- 


like Angels of the great things of God'and' 


are as cold as a Snow-ball ;. But then the real 


tends to the warming of others : Torn in 
upon thy ſelf, O my Soul; AndO, what catfe 
I fiad, without any ſuch thing, a$deſerves the 
Name of Searching, to complain of theſe cold 
Notions, which, if at all, do very little wart 
my heart,” or influence my life ! The Lord 


knowledge, that after all my Heating ar 
Reading, and Study ( if. my few Vrojies 


mcer Nicodemut in the | Matters of Godsand 
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Light and Heat conjoyn'd, but here'/it is Light - 


notions, being able, it may be,. to diſcourſe” 
Religion, but alas, all the while their hearrs 


Godly Soul, be His khowledge® more or leſs, it 
is in ſome meaſtre warm, and commonly it ' 


deliver me from them, at leaſt froni troſtifg! '- 
in them! Let me' not yalue 'my ſelf by thar”'!! 
-which makes fo many Hypocrites © Indeed, F+ 
have no Knowledge to ſpare, for, I muſt acs 


Thonghts may. go by that Name ) 1 ami yet, « 
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Religion to this day; But; 'Lord deliver_mc 
_ from: this Il) Quality 1. O for more of the 

Fire of' the SanQuary ! Let Knowledge -and 
Devotion be: ſweetly conjoyned in. my Soul , 


go: hand in hand, and mutually influence, and 
a{liſt one another. | 


——— 
we” 


Meditation 20. 
Upon a very Sharp Cold Seaſop. 


* 
\ 


TY Read that the Lord hath made . Summer 
and Winter ; and indeed the latter. ag. well 
as: the. former, hath that-in it, which: ſuffici- 
ently. Intitles , that God; who is. Excellent 
in Councel, and wonderfut-in working,the Au- 
thor of it. - | Ze grveth Stow like Wool (ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt) He ſcattereth. bis beary Froſt like 
Afbes, He caſteth forth his Ice like Morſells, and 
who. can ſtand before bis Cold | Pſal: 147; 
164.1 Þovi: 7 » 3 | | 
And truly the preſent Seaſon is ſuch, as 
gives me frequent occaſion to.give God Thanks 
or the Coal, as well as the Gold and Silver 
Mines. The General Note, eſpecially among 
ſuch as are more tender and delicate, its very 
Sharp, very Cold, which, indeed, is no News, 
tha}. it be almoſt all rhe Talk ; Bur, amongft 
the reſt, I can hear ſome of thoſe honeft- 
Country Men , who 'regatd.. not. fo much 
their preſent eaſe, delight-and. pleafure,,, 
' 'their after Profit 3 I can; hear x3hem giving! 


BY 


their judgment/thus'; Its very Sharp, buy ſea-  - 
1 fonable 3 Fhis Weather Clay they ) goth = = 
; Sh ; Lan 
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Land good; mmakes-iv-Mellow, and .prepares it 
for:the Plow when'its goue 3: 'F his Snow keeps 
our Corr warm-(as indeed the Inſpired.Pro- 
pher compares it to: Wool ) defends it from 
the Bleak Winds, whiclrare many times. very. 
prejudicial to it; Ir alſo kills -ear Wads, and 
"deſtroys our Vermin, Methinks the-ſame, may 
I ſay, in” the Commendation of -AfﬀiQions;; 
when the Lord 1s pleaſed to SanQtify. them ; 
O what mellow heaorts:they fomerimes make! 
A SanQuify'd Afﬀiiftion is an excellent prepa- 
ration for 'the Goſpel-Plow'::- By-this means 
the Spiritual Seeds- man ſhall do his work with 
abundantly/rhore' eaſe, and! with more hopes of 
a plegtiful Crop And where - this Sect is al- 
ready in the Ground, Grace wraught in the 
Heart, Afﬀiittions, many times, thelps:to keep 


it warm,are-a means to preſerve and- defend - 


the' Soul-from the Malignity.of many, a-danges+ 
rovs Temptation : | I-thank. my God: for the 
_ little: Experience have bad of rheſe things,l 
queſtion not but others have much:more-; And 
as they are Friends to the: Graces” 'of- God's 
People, they. muſt needs be-Fnxemies: to- their 
Loſts,” thoſe miſchievous Vermin, thoſe ſtink: 
ing. choaking Weeds: which, alas; the beſt 


Ground, the beſt-Hearts. do c00-much--abound - 


with, : Let others:-bleſs. themſelves -in. their 
great continued and growing outward Proſpe- 
' rity, Bleſſed be God: for: ſeaſonable and San- 
Qifyed Afﬀictions, Taith-my: Sol :  Lord-1 find 
' | need them; and, as thoh/art. pleaſed-to..ma- 


"ab them, they: do | me, I cannot- tell; how . 


uch good 3: and- therefore Jet the-Fleſh ſay 
what it will,, I do Love and- Bleſs thee, for 


but 
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them, and I will do it ; yea, I do not- queſtion | » 
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but this will be a conſiderable part of -my Song 
in Heaven ; Tho? I ſhall then never feel them 
more,. yet I'truſt 1 ſhall never never forget 
to-Bleſs God for the Bleſſed Fruits of them 
which I ſhall there reap to the full :; Indeed 
ſometimes I am-at a- little loſs -and cannot 
rapddity fa whether God doth me moye good 
by, Afflitions) or by Ordinances; F am confi- 
dent of this, the one would not do me fo 
much.good: without the other - Thanks be to 
God-for the ſweet ConjunQtion of them both / 


74 
a z 4 > 
ho Bebe - 


 Diſtruſt, 1mpatiance, Diſcontent fy. on you ! 


Away with you! Never ſee .my Tace-mpre !? 
O that thou wouldeſt ſo ſay Lotd; 'rhen-ſo it 
ſhould be: - But, alas, that I fear will: not be 
till 1-alfo-:hear thee fay, Come up hither5-O 
then make/bdſt,-- 7 ooo oe nl A pots 
.; Indeed: Afﬀictions - do- not; do- good, to; all 
Perſons:; This hard Weather hath a good ef- 
ect npon- the Corn-land, but. its otherwiſe 
with the High-ways : - Indeed they are better 
for it juſt for, the preſent while it laſtethz-bi 
When this Weather 'breaks we ſhall find them 
rottener and-worſe then before: Methiiniks 
juſt thus it: is with unſanQtified graceleſs Souls 
with -reſpe&. to. AﬀiQtion:: . O .my, Soul, ee 
that..the little- fruit- thou at any- times getteſt 


by Afﬀfiictions be ſuch as doth remain. 


— _ 
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Occafional Meditations. 
_- Part I. 


Meditation 1, 


Upon the Cutting of my Nails. 


S far as my Heart and my Finger ends 
are diſtant, a warm Spiritoal Medi- 
tation now might bring them together 

. to my. great advantage - This 1s but a ſmall 

Circumſtance, yet ( as ſmall and unpromilſing 

as it may look at firſt view) it need not be 

wholly a barren one, unleſs a bad Heart will 

have it fo. - i 

It hath pleaſed the Lord, the moſt full and 
rightful Proprietor, the moſt Holy, Wiſe and - 
gracious diſpoſer of all things, by a late violent 
Storm to make a confiderable breach in my 
Eſtate, the Tidings of which came to me yelter- 
day: Now methinks, there are ſeveral things 
in this ation I am about ( as little as I 
thought of ir when I begun ) which may pro- 
perly enough be accommodated to my preſent 
caſe, and prompt very uſeful meditations to 
me in relation to ir. 

I am fearfully and wonder fully made ( ſaith 
the P/almiſt ) Curiouſly wrought,---] Theſe 
Nails of mine are part of that Curious Needle- 
work: As the Lord hath placed them they 
| PF 4 are 


- 


are . beautiful, oa Orcautentt to my Fingers'z' 
and. as they. are, Qrnamental , ſo are they” 
{:veral,ways:uſcfal too: But: tho! they-are'a 
part, ,yet are.they one. of the moſt inconſider=: 
mary parts..of. it.-;.;How- much better it-had- 
been for;,me to/ liav e. wanted: or 'to looſe'a 
Sail then- a Joynt in my Finger, much more 
taen an - Hand, an; Eye or the like ?_ fe 
have ſome Beauty, Excellency aud uſcfulne 
in.them, if conſidered abſolutely in themſelves, 
but nong , if conſidered comparatively with 
the RL; parts of. my Body which do ſo- far 
exce 

" bo theſe worldly things, part of which: the 
Lord-hath. now taken from- me, conſidered..in 
rhemſelves, as they-are.'of God's making, and: 
giving, and as; ſuited to-my preſent-ſtate:and- 
-urward .neceſlities, thus conſidered theyſhave- 
!2me goodneſs, warth-andexcellenicy-in/them 
An Holy. Good-God- neyer- made; much leſs 
C1VE tO any Child of his, any*thing that was 
vrherwiſe then good. .( Then by theiway 1 
ly :obſerye that to: be fore Sn can. be no 
Creature of his...) 
- They ſerve outwardly to- accompliſh x Man; 
- ey make” a- Man ſhine and- glitter wonder- 


j3lly in the eyes of the World : © They-are - | b 


!ſo uſeful, 'in their kind, to thoſe that! have 
them, ſapplying their outward neceſlities' ſo". _ 
11x as they, can reach, and as thoſe that-have 
tm have alſo power. given-them to eat there- 
F f, t9\make uſe of them - And :they put: thoſe 

r haye them into'a Capacity of being. help- 

f | to. others «00, to feed -more Bellies aid. 
:lnath . more Backs. then their own, if- the. 
l. 9rd be Pleaſed withall x0 give them hearts 
| t9 
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Worldly Riches to be compared with Grace ? 
With,that Divine Love that ever* flameth in 
the. Heart, of God toward his choſen ones, 'ox 
with. the Bleſſed: felicitating Fraits and effets 
of. it. -commonicated to them ? ' Bluſh, O my 
Soul, and riſe with indignation and abhorrence 
at-the; thoughts of fuch a-compariſon as this; 
One thing is needful, but Riches are none of 
it ::- What Eſſential ;part' of a Chriſtian doth 
Riches ſerve to conſtitute or make up ?* 'Juſt 
none at all-:. Are they neceſſary to'his Being ? 
Are they neceſſary to his Happineſs ? Ne 
ſyuchamatter... 1s not this a real Truth (if the 
Word of Truth may be allowed as fuch ) that 
to. have "God for my God js to intierit "all 
things? And ſo;, that''to- have God; 1s.a 
much -as.to -have God and all the World, and 
that: to. have him alone.is infinitely more then 
to; haye all the World, and a Thouſand more 
fuch:/Worlds without him ? 'Doſt thou know 
O my Soul, what uſeful application to make of 
- theſe broken hints? .- ff © 5.) 
_- Doth a Stoickall Senſleſſneſs, a Sottiſh” Sty- 
- Pidity become thee ? | Is this Rot to be Uiſ- 

iſed - On: the other hand', haſt thou;/ary 
Colour for any thing which ſo much as looks 
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like Impatience, murmuring, fretting or faint- 
ing? And wilt thou carefully endeayour' to ' 

-avoid theſe two extreams ? Yea; / and doſft 
thou now apprehend any: better then before 
the reaſonableneſs" of "that Do&rin, which 
Foundeth ſo. wonderful ftrangely and harſhly 
to a Carnal ear, namely, that of being not 
only Patient, but alſo Joyful in Tribulation ? - 
"Yea; and haſt thou now, in ſome meaſure, in 
thy ſelf a real experimental} proof of” the 
praQticableneſs' of that DoQrin, which pafſerh _ 
with the moſt for an impoſſibility ,” *t leaſt @ 

. - Wilt thou not ceaſe Praying and ſtriving to © 

the utmoſt till thou haft fo? The Lord help 
me a poor vile worſe than nothing! Yea, and 

_ bleſſed be my dear and infinitely gracious both 
giving and taking God, fo far as he is pleaſed 

to do ſo ! But to proceed, when theſe Nails 


of mine are grown too long, then they looſe | 


. their beauty arfd comlineſs, and become a de- 
formity to- my Fingers , of themſelves, and 
- are apt to gather much dirt and filth under- 
neath them too - Yea, and when they are thus 

| DCrgrouen they looſe a great /part of: their 
'vſefulneſs alſo, making my Fingers more un- 
_aQtive and clumſy in performing of their fe- 
.veral Offices : And further ſill, when it. is 
thus, they are many times poſitively injurious 
" both to my fel and others, as they are apt-to 
' Teratch and vex, and ſometimes fetch blood 
it may be. | _ 
Why truly it is-much what thus in refference 

_ to theſe Worldly things ; Whatever theſe 
. carnal Hearts of ours think, which are ſtill for 
_ enlarging their borders , and building their 
-., Barns bigger, which neyer think they bave e- 


nongh..-f.-. 
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pugh 
'nough ot the World, but are gaping for 


-little; and 1 do' nor know that I ſhall over- 
{ſhoot the truth if 1 ſay*there is 2 greater dau- 
-ger of the two, and a greater miſchief there- 


"Experience and obſervation ſpeak. 


«too long, as well as too narrow or tao fhort ; 
'And: when it is ſo how- unhandfome ir is ? 
It is very unbecoming, yea and troubleſome 
too, eſpecially when I am buiſy and in Motion, 


- of Saints leſs Holy : They make Souls ruſty, 
- yea and reſty too ; Particularly to infereze-in "SIAnce 
>: works.of Charity ,, do they not make men 


_ - think it a very ſtrange thing, eſpecially in any - 
. truly pious Godly Man, aud yet, alas, 'it is 
"£09 apparently true even as-to ſuch, that: the 


+ © 5 Wa, 


' fnleſs their Graces grow. as faſt as their! 
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more, yet there is certainly, a poſlibilicy 'of 
having too. much, - as- well, as. of 'haying 10% 


by, eſpecially as to holy Souls; Let conmoa 


I may have my/garment made too wide or 


as Religion requires I ſhould. always be: In 
my Spiritual Trade I have continually Buſineſs 
enough to fill-my hands, and have. no time 
allowed for- Idleneſs. Tr 4 
And are not theſe things the occaſion. of 
much Sin to poor Souls, the filthieſt thing in 
the Workd, ſach as is nor to. be paraleled ? 
Is not Carnality and Senſuality both bred and 
fed thereby? Do they not occaſion Pride, 
Contempt of others, Negle& of God, of pre- 
cious Immortal Souls , and the great things 
of the unſeen Eternal World, and I cannot 
tell what ? - Superflaous Riches makes. thoſe 
that- are filthy more filthy ſtill, and the beft 


very cfamſy here? One at firſt bluſh would 


Richer they grow, ordinarily, yea conſtantly 


pad 
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the more grudging and niggardly they grow 
in real works of Charity: The reaſon js 
obvious as can be to any. obſerving experienced 
*Chriſtian, ſcilicet ; becauſe the faſter the World 
comes in upon us, the more eagerly our carnal 
Hearts are prone to purſue it, it being no 
more or better to us here then Driak is to a 
poor Creature in a Dropſy or high Fevor. 
which doth but feed his Diſtemper, and fo 
encreaſe his thirſt: And ſo, while thus we 
have not enough for our ſelves, we have very 
little to ſpare for others 3 Or becauſe the 
more we have of the World, the more prone 
we are to love it, and the more we love it the 
more loath we are to part with 1t. 

And do not theſe things many times make 
Men very miſcheivous to themſelves ? O 7 
what cutting cares, Conſcience wounding Sins 
are theſe exceſſive Eſtates many times the ſad 
occaſions of ? And who are the great pinchers 
-and Oppreſſors of others? Are they not 
vſvally ſuch as are overgrown with Worldly 
Riches? Now turn in here upon thy lf, O 
my Soul! It may be thou art ready to think 
from the bulk and quantity of thy outward 
Eſtate that ſurely it ſhould not be an over- 
grown one : But conſider that rale will not 
Hold good, nor bs it by any means to be ad- 
mitted here, for which thou haſt an occular 
demonſtration before thee: Thou feeſt plain- 
ly that ' Nail which is but long enoufh and 
broad enough for one Finger, would be too 
long and too broad was it placed upon ano- 
ther; That Garment that fits me very well, 
would by no means fit my little Son - Thar 
Eſtate may+be too big for one Perſon, which 
TO 1 
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is not big enough for another. Here. let the 
Lord be Judge for thee, who by his late Pro- 
vidence ſeems to-have given his ſenſe ( which 
is ever according to truth ) in the affirmative. 
' Now turn in upon thy ſelf, and if thou canſt 
come off any thing tollerably from ſome of the 
forementioned particulars, yet I am afraid 0- 
thers of them will ſorely gravel thee ; And 
if ſo, thou Khnoweſt what thou haſt to do: O 
Repent ! Humble thy ſelf under the mighty 
hand of God ; Juſtify him, and condemn- thy 
ſelf; Flee to Chriſt. Is the Lord angry ? 
No SanQuary like the Blood of Chriſt ; Re- 
turn to him that ſmites thee : In the ſtrength 
of Chriſt fall to the work of Reformation 
lincerely and without delay. 

But further, when my Nails are come to 
this I think it time to take my Kaife and cut 
them, Why {ſ{o the Lord deals with our. E- 
| ftates; indeed as for Wicked Men, he doth 
not take that care of them here, as he doth 
of his own dear Children 3 fo their. outward 
Proſperity 'is generally- more abundant vnin- 
terrupted and of longer continuance, tho' they 
moſt abuſe. it. 

Amongſt other Reaſons they have a mea- 
fare of ſin, which an Holy God, in Juſt. Judg- 
ment, permits them this opportunity to fill 
up ; And he hath Scratching Work to be 
Uone, and theſe "are the fitteſt Tools and In- 
ſtruments to do ſuch Work for him , and 
therefore he lets their Nails grow longer ; 
But as for his own Children, he will be ſure 
to pare theirs ; when their Eſtates - begin to 


beetoo big, too heavy for their Graces, and ſo <_ 


begins to {ink chem into Seaſuality,or Workd- 
a. Omg lineſs, 
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lineſs, or any other ſin, then he eaſeth them: 
of that miſchievous Clay-load'; And truly its 
well for them that he doth ſo; otherwiſe, if 
forſaken of him, and left-unto themſelves, they - 


would, as well as any. others fink, nor only in-. - 


to! Earth, but by and by into Hell too-: Thus 
the Lord hath dealt with thee ; Be filent, O 
my Soul, but de Prayer-foll, andyamoneſt the 
9A by no means, forget to be ſincerely thank- 
ul. 

- But further, F do obſerve, when I have cur 
my. Nails, the dirt that was underneath doth 
more plainly appear ;-I might have ſeen it 
before ,. but ſeldom Rags it; bnt , by. this 
means; my eyes-are fixed upon it, and it is laid 
open and bare before them; &nd-as by this 
means it is more plainly diſcovered, ſo like- 
wiſe more: eaſily. removed ;: And 1s it not fo 
here? The Lord hath been paring my Nails; 
my Eſtate, O let me not overlook the Dirt ! 
Upon the few poor Refletions I have made, 
O:how- many: fins: ſtare me in-the Face ? fo 
many, and'thoſe io great, that ( as blind as [ 
am in Spirituals )-1- am rot able to overlook 
them ; ſo many, that | know not where to fix 

this'Storm 3. O my Soul, I love thee for look- 

ing this way 3 Be enconraged ,- go on! But 

take' notice withall, that I do not think jt e- 

novgh barely to ſee this Dirt, and reſt fatis- 
fied there, but I'ſcrape it out ; -So be not thou 
ſatisfied to diſcoyer - ſing. but away with it ; 

Thou: haſt a: peculiar advantage before thee 

now. -as it is thug laid bare; And-art thou ar 

21oſs in this, not knowing what is the partt- 
cular: Sin-which hath raiſed this Storin » Bo 

what thou-canſt-to-findit-out;; -  Bur-if thoy 

ma ſhoh1d'ſt 


» 


L2H 


ns HE ELM ITE RE TIS oo a a 0 foros ES NT OT I EO WI INDIO OP Rte _" rs RY ” 
wha Ft, eB. 29 SES _- SY Le 09d) my. obs) = oh, 4 5 _ "Rl M0; » 
rF A > - = - 
3» hd X % - - 
& 


Ln ——— Ys > a W522, -> 
No Ky OD a I 1! © Wh 2 ” 
p. fy 9 Je 2 = EP "8 dh TIE > 
"o, a * whe! P; 
i SO .C 7 
.* 
by 
0 
N 
N 6 ' 
m—_ 
S Y Þy. 
= 
: 
_ 
» 
£4 
- 
X 


Occaſional” Pe EE | 


ſhould'ſt ſtill continue in the dark in this-mat- 


4 ter, F'll tell what to-do, Caſt every Jonah 0+ 


ver-board, I mean every fin, for the beſt , I 
mean the leaſt of them, is no better; There- 
fore let not thy eye pitty, or ſpat@ great or 
ſmall, old or young, not one of the kind, and, 
in ſo doing-, thou wilt be ſure to have it; 
Lord ; for anorher Shipwreck amongſt my 
Luſts ! This-would even make former things 
to be forgotten. 

But further, here are no deep ſighs, no Salt 
Streams upon this occaſton- I part with 
theſe ſuperfluous. Nails with all imaginable 
quietneſs and ſedateneſs of Spirit ; Many 
good | Reaſons that I ſhould. do ſo, which 
plainly Convi&t the contrary, as worſe then 
Childiſh. It! 

It is but a part of my Nails that I am now 
loſing, and not my Fleſh, much leſs my Life : 
There is-a wide difference , ſure, between a ' 
Mans ſitting down; under / an Officious' Bar- 
bets hand, in order to loſe his Beard, and ano- 
thers laying his Neck upon the Block before 
the Executioner, in order to loſe his Life : 
It is my Nails, and not'any of my Limbs, that 
are now going. If I was loſing an. Arm, or 
the like, there was Reaſon. I ſhould take it more 
to heart; why ſo- here; What is that! which 
thou haſt loſt ? It is bus. thy-Eſtate, and but 
part of that neither : That' thou haſt: loſt, 
1s one of the moſt inconſiderable- things be- 


 longing'to thee. The Lord hath given thee 


a taſt of ſeyeral things, which, tho? not the 
beſt things, yet are to be preferred: before 
Riches, which he yet continves to thee: © In 
deed, thou haſt nothing to be Proud yy 
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know it thon haſt ſomething to be Thankfol 
for : O bat then hath he not given thee one 
thing, which is better then all things, an In- 
tereſt in his bleſſed Self, in his everlaſting un- 
changeabl@Love, in his well-ordered, and ſure 
Covenant ? Let ſuch poor hearts break, in 
ſuch caſes that-have loſt their God : Bur, that 
Golden God is none of thy God, the God of 
Heaven is Witneſs with thy Conſcience : O 
my Soul, is thy God ſafe? Then fear not , 
chear up, all's well ſtill; yea, and let come 
what will, it ſhall be fo in ſpight of Sin, 
Earth and Hel], and that's more. 

But again, as It is but part -of my Nails 
that I am loling, ſo it is but that part which 


is looſe: There is one part of the Nail. 
which grows to the Fleſh ; if I ſhould but pur . 


the point of a Pin there, it would preſently 
ſtrike to my Heart, and much more if | ſhould 

g0'about to tear, or cut it off; but, this looſe 
_ part T cut off, and it puts me to no pain or 
anguiſh at all- Juſt ſo, methinks, the caſe 
ſtands, in teference to our parting with the 
World, according as our hearts are glued tog 
or weaned from it; The difference is almoſt 
as great, as between one Man's ſhaking off 
a looſe hanging Coat , and anothers parting 
with his Skin : Hath the Lord done any 


thing for thee here, O my Soul, and, : 
haſt thou, at this pinch, in any meaſure, ex+ : 


perienced the ſweet advantage and comfort of 
it ? O be Thankful : Lord, give me the Grace, 
the Uſe, and Comfort of 1t,- but take all the 
Glory to thy ſelf! But O perfect what thof 
haſt begun ! I | 


Again, 
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"Again, this thing 1 do my ſelf; indeed if 


- another did itggither one who had a mind to 


do me a miſchief, or one that was heedleſs and. 
careleſs I might be a litrle uneaſy for fear he. 
ſhon]d cut roo deep, leaſt he ſhould cut my. 
Fleſh inſtead of my Nails; But I do it my. 
ſelf, all the Eyes I have are engaged to over- 
ſee the buſineſs, the hand that Cptts gageth 
the Knife that ſo it may not cut where Tt 
ſhould nor, nor too deep where it doth, and 
ſo-T have no manner of fear or trouble upon 
me -- Why, O my Sovl, thou and all thy 
concerns are in thy Heavenly Fathers hands, 
and that 1s better then if they were in thy 
own ; He hath more Wiſdom to diſpoſe of 
thein then thowhaft, arid he loves thee better 
then thon Joſt or ever can love either him or 
thy ſelf : I, but the boifterons ſtormy Winds 
did it, which feem to regard no Law - No 
ſuch matter ; Its true they did it, but in the 
mean time thy Father had them in his fiſt ; 
They did it, but not withont his knowledge, 
not- without. his permiſſion, yea, his aQive 
Providence. It may be this trouble will nct 
come 'alone; Now: whatever comes next res 
member this that thou art in thy heavenly 
Fathers hand, otie that knows what he doth, 
one tliat loves thee entirely and will do thee 
no harm, Belt firther, if] ſhoald cut any of 
them a little too near, or whien at any time [ 


do ſo, the” it may put meto a little preſent 


pain, and troenble for a while after, yet 1 am 
x: much concerned at it becabſe I know they 
mARMDon grow again. ks: 
Tr 'may be, eſpecially if farther Loſes and 
Croffes ſhould come tumbling ppon the _ 


* which God forbid ) I fay, it 
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of-this, the Tempter will then be ſuggeſting 
to thee ( eſpecially if once he $* thee down, 
nay be, he will 
then be ſuggeſting to the thus ; Now the Lord 
is blaſting thee in thy Eſtate; expe no other 
but that thou and thine ſhall come to want - 
But, if fo, I warn and charge thee that thou 
liſten not unto him, yeild not, fear not, be 
not diſcouraged, O my Soul, for thou ſhalt 
yet praiſe him for his loving kindneſs even 
here ; Who tells thee that theſe Nails will 
grow again ? Thou b&lieveſt ir by a Natural 
Faith (if I may fo call ir) But I can aſſure 
thee from my Bible that thon ſhalt not want 
any gcod. thing, while there is a God in Hea- 
ven to ſupply thee, and while he hath any 
thing in Heaven or Earth to ſitþply thee with, 
Fear not, only believe. 
But one thing further, and ſo a cloſe; Now 
I have cut my Nails I find my Fingers are 
'more- Neat: and handſome, and more fit for 
fervice ; That which I have loſt here 1 find is | 
to my gain and advantage: O my Soul, look 
after that I pray thee | The right holy ex- - 
emplary bearing of this Aﬀicion is one part 
of. thy work, ſee carefully to that; Lay hold 
of this bleſſed Oppertunity of honouring thy 
God, and crediting his good. ways! Let the 
World ſee-(if & will) that Religion is. not | 
-'meer talk, but that there is ſomething more 
in it then: they are aware of « But reſt not, 
here; a right exemplary fruitful improving | 
of and under this, A{flicion is another -part;ol 
thy work, O Iook to that too ! Let thignass 
mote univerig] Mortification, wean the@more 
from the World, make thee every way _ 
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9227 
holy and Heavenly ; From this Toy forward ſee 
tnou do more then others. 


eta. 


Meditation 2. 


Upon my young C hilds impatient quarrelſome 
er ying oat at its Cough. 


Metin: it might be flowed to paſs for 
one Argument to prove that ſad truth 
that there is ſuch a thing as Original Sin , 
ſeilicet, That any Man that hath eyes in his 
head, that is in his wits, that hath the uſe of 
his Reaſon ſhould be able to overlook it, and 
much more that any ſhould haye the face to 
deny it - Should one ſet the Holy Scriptures 
aſide in.this matter, yet are there not other 
unwelcome Arguments enough daily offering 
themſelves to our eyes and ears which do 
ſufficiently atreſt it? Surely one may with- 
- ont breach of Charity cenſure ſuch as Perſons 
of very ſmall acquaintance, not. only with their 
Bibles, but alſo with themſelves; or obſerva- 
tion of others, who are ſo eaſy a5 to receive, 
ſo weak as to be impoſed upon with ſuch 
[range wild DoQrin as this , ſcilicet , Thas 
Children come into the World like a Piece 
of clean white Paper upon which a Man may 
writs what he pleafeth, that they learn the 
trade of -Sin- only by example, and much more 
zbaye the impndence to be the Authors 
"mAopPogators. of 'it , I am ſure I find no 
Foo rin in my. Bible, and methinks my 
Ittle Boy here not much above Twelve Months 
Q. 2 old 
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old Þth plainly confute it ; Irdecd it muſt 
be granted that bad examples are dreadfully 
miſchievous here, and. I muſt further acknow- 
ledge with ſhame and ſorrow thar I have fallen 
far ſhort , been lamentably defeQive_ here , 
ſeilicet,in ſetting my , Children ſo good a one 
as I ought ; bur yer 1 can never believe that 
this Child could ever by this means have learnt 
ſo ſoon to be thus expert at ifs impatience 
and frowardneſs as I find it is ; No, no, this 
mult come from ſomething within, *this muſt 
be a limb of the Old Man, the body of Sin it 
derived from us and brought into the World 
with it. 

[t hath pleaſed the Lord to viſit my Chiid 
with Diſtempers, I have no reaſon to wonder 
at that, it is a Sinner ; I may rather wonder 
that one part of ic is not in the Grave, and 
the other in Hell. 

Amongſt the reſt it is afflicted with a ſore 
Cough, and as oft as the Cough comes it falls. 
a crying in a fretting impatient furious man- 
ner, and methinks Original Sin peeps_.out ; 
Indeed we muſt allow meer Nature, tho” In- 
nocent, to complain in caſe it be grieved with 
Sickneſs, Pain or the like; Stoickal Principles 
put in PraQice would, as it were, turn Men 
into Stocks and Stones - _ But its complain- 
-ing in ſech a peeviſh frerful manner, as amgry - 
with its Cough, and as if it would be reveng- 
ed upon it, this argues Old Adam is with- 
ws + M 

But alas! What doth. the poor Child, 
'1t.? no good at all, bur mych harm ; its 
hinders its reſt, and muſt needs diſtempe 
head the more, and promote its Feavoriſh 


. 
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and I plainly obſerve that it brings on its 
Coughing Firs the faſter ; Its Coughing, ſets it - 
a Crying, and its Crying ſers it a Coughing a- 
gain.z and thus its Mather and I are diſquiet- 
ed, and have one bad Night after ano 
Methinks juſt thus ir is with vs many ti 
when nnder the Afficting hand of God 5 
Sins bring Troubles and Affliftions upon us, 
and we manage them fo, as thereby to ſet our 
Corruptions a working : O what a fad caſe 
Sin hath brpught us into! What would. be- 
come of us if the Lord was not Merciful un- 
tous? How greatly ſinful, how deſperately 
fooliſh and cruel a thing is this for vs, to fret 
and murmur, to be froward, impatient , and 
| diſcontented i in ſuch caſes ? Hereby we much 
diſhonour God, wound our own Conſciences , 
break our Peace, make our' Croſs; whatever ir 
is, much more heavy and galling then the Lord 
intended it ; yea, thus we provoke him to lay 
on more to bring our Stomacks down: When 
did any ever harden bimſcelft againſt God and 
proſper ? We can expe& no good, but dead- 
ly miſchief, by ſuch a carriage and behaviour 
under God's Affiting hand - The poor Bird, . 
when taken in the Net , may much ſooner” 
Maim it ſelf, by flvttering about, then by thar 
means get at Liberty again. | remember 1 
_ have ſomewhere met with a Story very apP- 
plicable here , which was to this effet, A 
Company. of the poor Blind Heathen were In- 
vited to a great Feaft, but whey the day came, 
be. Weather by no means favoured them, but 
axed extream' foul ' and Rainy, ſo that they 
ſe not enjoy themſetves to their Minds,and 
Fefefore in the heat of rheir Rage they rook 
Q 3 their 
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their Bowes to ſhoot at one of their fained * 

Deities ; indeed 1 have forgotten his Name , 
but no matter for that ; this I remember, the 
Story ſays, Their Arrows came ſhort of him 
ir intended Mark, and fell down upon their 
heads, and wounded ſome of them or- 


hy truly thus it is with us, by our Impa- 
tience and Diſcontent, we even let fly at the 
. God of Heaven, but where. the Execution 15s 
like to be, whether God or we are like to fut- 
fer by it, one may, without. a Spirit of Pro- 
Phecy, undertake before-hand to deternune ; 
Thus we certainly wound our ſelves, but can- 
not hurt him at all ; yea, thus we not only 
1njure, and diſquiet our ſelves, but others too 
' that are within hearing of us: O that I could 
but learn that good Leſſon from my poor im- 
patient Child, to be in ſubjection to the Father 
of Spirits, to ly down quietly under God's 
hand, when-ever his Rod is upon me! 


mt at. — 


Meditation 3. IntroduQory, 
Uporr the Coyn, the King"s Calling it tn. 


T hath ſeemed good unto the King, upon 
the. Advice and Requeſt of Hlis Parliament, 

to iſſue forth his Proclamation for the Calling 
In the Coyn ; This great and difficult Aﬀair 
hath mainly taken. up the Thoughts of our 
Parliament for' a conſiderable time, and. the 
whole Nation rings of it : There is ſcarce ani 
thing that doth more univerſally employ Mens 
Minds and Tongues then this : One ſhall 
| 5 A ſcarce 
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ſcarce come into any Company, where ſome 
* Diſcourſe about it- is not preſently ſtarted , 
- What News about the Money Bill? How . 
muſt we do to take. Money ? &c. A great 
deal of precious time thrown away in idle, 
impertinent, and altogether unprofitable Chat 
about it; and, I am afraid, by tco many, in 
that which is more direfaly, and notoriouſly 
ſinful, ſcilicet, in groundleſs and wicked re- 
flections upon the King and Parliament about 
it: Is it not Wiſdom,, O my Sonl, to be 
raiſing ſome Spirirual, Holy, and Profitable 
Meditations from it ; and, as opportunity of- 
fers, to endeavour to divert, and draw up 0- 
thers Thoughts this way alſo ? Lord, for a 
Head, a Heart, a Tongue to- do it with! I 
am ſure, as well as others, to be a Sufferer, a 
Loſer, in this Affair , by bad Money in my 
Hands ; but, if the Lord would enable me 
to manage this Duty aright , Might it not 
bring in that profit which would more then 
over-ballance my loſs, and be an occaſion of 
others advantage too ? Sure I am, was I but 
.a right Spiritual Chymiſt, I might readily ex- 
tract ſomething which is more valuable then 
the pureſt Gold, even out of the meaneſt 
piece of Copper-Money | have 5 But, alas, the 
Lord knows, and Tad Experience hath made 
me know it too, that I am very ſhoft, and 
defective in this bleſſed, delightful, and en- 
riching Art ; But ſhall I therefore ſit down 
diſcouraged, and do nothing, becauſe I can- 
not do that I would, or that which others 
' can? By no means conſidering what the Ho- 
ly Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 8. 12. For if there be 


firſt a willing Min6, it is accepted according 
| Q. 4 to 


* 
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to that which a Man hath, and not according 
to that which he hath not,; And alſo remem- 
bring, who ic was that ſaid , Unto every one 
that bath ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abun- 
dance: but from every one that hath not, ſhall be 
taken away even that which he bath; Math. 25.29. 
There are many things, methinks, which do 
- kindly offer themſelves to my Thoughts and 
Meditations here; O that I could as kindly: 
entertain, as Wiſely and Advantagiouſly im- 
prove them ! Amonglt the reſt, the great 
variety, and difterent quality of the Money 
now abroad among, us, is not the laſt, or leaſt 
promiſing. 


——_— — 


Meditat. 4. 
pon the Notorioufly Bad Money. 


Ne part of our Money is notoriouſly bad, 
plain bare-fad Copper ; This now 1s 
eallly diſcerned, every one that hath but half. 
an eye may ſeeit- And now if I may make 

the difterent ſorts and qualities of Money a 
Reſemblance of divers forts and tempers of 
Men, methinks then this ſhould look very like 
the greſs and openly Prophane: Here may 
the Holy Pſalniſzs Fool, 1 mean the Heaven- 
daring Atheilt, who ſaith, There 15 no Cod : 
he, who, becauſe he cannot tathom, doth there- 
fore disbelieve the Glorious Myſtery of the 
Sacred TIrinity ; and te that 1s for an Abſ{o- 
lure God C if I may fo ſpeak, that dare think 
of Lim, without the Bleſied Jeſus, rhe Great 
CRE 1s, | and 
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and only Mediator 3 Here - may the Foul- 
- montIid Swearer, the Recling Drunkard, the 
Filthy Adulrterer ; here may-the Prophane Sab- 
| bath-breaker,and he that dare: Ridicule,Deride, 
and Scott at Holineſs, and God's Holy One; 
. here, 1 ſay, maygheſe, and other their Com- 
panions, fee their Lively PiQure ; 1uch- are 
fo farr from having: the right Tower-ſtamp 
of Heaven upon them, thar the Devils 1mage 
and. Superſcription vitbly appears in their 
| Forekeads to every Eye that is not Blind 5 
And O how many. of theſe there are, filling 
almolt every Corner of the World ? Yea, how 
many of them, in ſo peculiarly priviledged a 
ſpot of it, as this of England is? O that my 
head was waters, my eyes a fountain of tears up- 
on this account ! Should it not be ſo for the 
Lord's ſake, who is ſo much diſhonoured by 
them, and, for their own ſakes, who, poor 
Wrertches, are riding Poſt to Hell, and are at 
daily hard Labour ro Damn themſelyes, and 
yer are ſcarce aware of ir ; yea, and for poor 
England's fake, which groans under them ; and 
may, if Mercy prevent nor, be ſunk by them? 
' But 1 obſerve now , Matters are coming 
to the Trial, tho? I havecordinarily little 
Money , comparatively, that comes to my 
Shop, but ſuch as is Counterfeit , 'yet I fee 
but little of this 3 I ſuppoſe now perſons are 
aſhim'd, or think it to no purpoſe to offer 
fuch bare-fac'd nanghty Money as this, there- 
tore throw It by : O methinks this gives me 
a view, doth fitiy, and in a lively manner, 
repreſent to my Mind, theſe poor Prophane 
Wretches , hiding- their heads at- the Great 
Day. AS bravely as they can ſrragger it out 
| now, 
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now, yet, methinks, 1 already ſee them ſculk- 
ing. O when the Bleſſgd and Holy Jeſus 
comes, whoſe eyes are as a Flame of Fire,when 
he comes to give to every one according as 
his Work ſhall be, Rev. 22. 12. I am ſure it 
will be ſo: Whoever theware that will be 
for creeping into Dens, and under Rocks and 
Mountains at that Great and Terrible Day, - 
if it might be thus to hide and cover them- 
ſelves from his face , Rev. 6. 15, 16. to be 
ſure theſe will be ſome of them ; O that the 
poor hearts did but know it, would but ſe 
riouſly conſider it now in time! 


—_ ——_— 


"2 PR — 
Lt 


Meditat. 5. 


Upon the Plated Money, or that which is Ar- 
tificially Cover d. 


Efides that Money which is notoriouſly 
"bad, there is another ſort that is artifi- 
clally cover'd ; nothing better than a piece of 
Copper within, yet ſo dexterouſly cover'd 
with Silver on the ont-ſide, that the genera- 
lity of Perſons are eaſily deceived with it, ſo 
as to eſteem and take it for good; Yea, ſome 
of it is done with ſuch great exaftneſs, and is 
To near an Imitation of the King's Coyn, that 
ſuch as converſe much with Money, and whoſe 
knowledge and diſcerning in it is elevatod a- 
bove the common and ordinary ſize, by many 
degrees, yet may be, and frequently are, im- 
poſed on by it; yea, I do not think, that any 
one Man's Judgment is ſach (unleſs it be mw 
> . O 
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of ſome of the Wicked Artiſts themſelves) as 
to enable him exactly to know and diſtinguiſh 
It all; And this now, tho it hath a better 
face then the former, yet itFonly a fairer 
Naught, and, in ſome reſpe&s, its.more miſ- 
chievous, as Perſons are more liable to be de- 
ceived by it to thcir great prejudice : Me- 
thinks now , here the Painted Hypocrite is 
fairly brought in for his ſhare ; There is a 
. Generation of them, ſuch as are elevated ma- - 
ny Grarocs above Prophaneſs, they are for Mo- 
rality, and outward Cavility ; they will. not 
be Drunk, Swear, and the like, as others do; 
they are Juſtand Honeſt in their Dealings,yea, . 
they are forward and zealous for outward a&ts 
of Devotion, and ſome of them very excel- 
lent in them; can Pray, and Diſcourſe of Reli- 
ion at ſuch a rate, as would make one adnyre;z 
And fo they paſs for good Currant Chriſtians; 
Yea, the moſt experienced and diſcerning Mi- 
niſters and Chriſtians, may be, and frequently 
are deceived in them: Indeed, as ſome of our 
bad Coyn is fo bunglingly covered, or ſlight 
waſht over, that it is preſently and eaſily dif- 
covered what it is; ſo ſome of thoſe that may 
pretend high ar firſt, yer, ia a little time, one 
way or other, plainly difcover themſelves what 
they are ; But others of them are every way 
ſo exa& and demure, ſo far as the eye of Man, 
can reach, that-they paſs for real, yea, and ex- 
cellent. Chriſtians ; But, all this while, there 
is a Core within, which the Lord, the maker 
of Hearts ( but nor the Author of Sin) and 
the ſearcher of them, hath his eye upon. 
' If one ſhould now turn all theF have into 
this ſort of Counterfeit Coyn, it was enough 
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to ſpoil one in the cloſe, tho? one. ſhould pleaſe 

themſelves with fooliſh fancies for a while as 

being Rich and;full of Money, and tho? others 

ſhould think ſo foo, ſeeing only the outward 

ſhew and bulk, but not underſtanding the true 
vality and intrinſick value thereof, 

Why ſo theſe poor wretches, tho” they pleaſe 
themſelves with their own deceivings. for a 
while, conceiting they are Rich, and bleſſing 
themſelves with the proud Fhariſce, Luke 18, 
11. That they are not as other Men, no Ex- 
tortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers or as this or 
that Profene Sinner ; and tho? others, who can 
judge only by the outward appearance, may. 
have geod thoughts of them too, yet, alas, 
they are in as ſure a road to Hell as the pro- 
faneſt wrertch .of them all; yea, in ſome re- 
ſpeQs, their caſe is more ſad and dangerous, 
as they lye more out of the way, and have 
rendered themſelves more uncapable of con- 
verting Grace then the former : As ex- 
perience teacheth that profane ones are more 
eaſily and frequently wrought upon then ſuch 
as have hardened themſelves.in a way. of ſtudi- 
ed Hypocriſy ; and as their preſent caſe is 
thus” more fad as to themſelves, fo its alſo 
more miſchieyous unto others, as they are 
more liable to be deceived and miſled by them 
both in Judgment and Practice to their great 
prejudice, then if they were downright open- 
Iy profane - And then, as to their condition 
in the other World, as Hell muſt be-their. 
lot for ever, ſo the great Judge of all hath 
beforehandglet them know ,, Matth. 24. 51. 
That he will appoint other grievous Sinners 
their Portion with. them in it, which plainly 

| intimates 
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intimates that theirs will be none of the beſt. 
O ! no, the Hypocrites Portion of Wrath in 
Hell will be found a double Portion, or like 
Benjamins meſs, five times as large as that of 
many other Sinners whom now they are ready 
to look upon with contempt, and bleſs them- 
ſelves from as much worſe and more miſera- 
ble Men then they. q | 


———_——_—_— —_ — 


Meditation 6. 


Upon the Courſe Money , or that which is 
mixt Mdettal. | 


Eſides that part of our Money which. is 
B barefaced-Copper, and that alſo which 
1s more dexterouſly covered, there is another 
fort which we call mixt Mettal, or courſe. 
Silver ; This now, tho? it be not ſo pure and 
good as it ſhould be, yet doth much excell the 
former ; And now, in taking Money, the great 
difficulty lies in paſſing a right judgment upon 
his: That which is notoriouſly Braſs or pure 
ilver there is ordinarily no great matter of 
difficulty in diſcerning, - but this middle fort 
oft ſets the beſt eyes and wits upon the 
tenters; This is turned and turned again , 
and hardly paſſed by Perſons of judgment and 
caution, at leaſt withovt much queſtioning and 

doubting. | 
Mcthinks here now, O my Soul, 1 ſee my. 
own face, and that of other poor weak ones 
like my ſelf 3 ſome Grace I hope there is, yea 
a predominancy (.as indeed that is eſſential 
"Y. 5 
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to true Grace, I mean that it be habitually and 
moſt ordinarily fo ) But, alas, it is with ſo 
| great a mixture of Sin and corruption as many 
times occaſioneth great fears and doubtings in 
; my Soul : The alloy is ſo great as clouds my 
j evidences, and hinders my joy and rejoycing 
: - .4n the Lord; Indeed its ſomething, O my 
Soul, and a great one too, * if thou canſt ap- 
peal unto the Lord, and ſay with his Servant 
Job, [ Thou knoweſt that I am not wicked. 
But yet this mixt ſtate is not- quietly to be 
reſted in, contentedly to be taken up with by 
d ntgans, and. eſpecially not now the Lord 
hath thee in his furnace of AMi&tion 3 No 
doubtChe expeas I ſhould come our refined ; 
O that may, even as Silver or Gold that 1s 
ſeven: tifgyypurified ! Pray hard, and believe 
hard, O my Soul, that it may be ſo. | 
But here ndw is ſomething for my encour- 
J-1 » Igdeed its generally ſaid that this 
ord Money will not be taken in by the 
Government ; But here God's ways are not 
as Mans ways, but as high as the- Heavens are 
above the Earth above them, and higher too. 
"Tho? his poor ſervants are not in this life ſachs 
23 pure good. Mettal as the ftandard of the Law 
X> fequires, no, not the beſt of them, alas, muck 
> leſs then ſoch as TI, yet thefe now comes in 
2Z the rich and glorious grace of the Goſpel ta 
FT our relief, relaxing the terms of the firff 
{8 


Covenant, admiting of ſincerity; or the fore- 
ſaid predominancy inſtead of perfeQ finleſs 
holineſs and obedience : Bleſſed be God for 
ſuch Grace! Bleſſed be a dear: Feſus the pur- 
chacer of it for us ! By grace are we ſaved, Eph. 
2.. 5; 
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Meditation 7. 


Upon the poor ſmall 5 ikver Money. 


very great part of our Money is very 

ſmall ; the Mettal good if brought to 
the 'Tonchſtone, but the yalve ſmall if put in 
to the ballance; This methinks I muſt apply 
unto my ſelf, and look upon as an Emblem of 
my Poor weak dwarfiſh graces; Precious they 
are indeed for what there's of them, but. poor 
if compared with and weighed againſt others 
large broad ones : And yet, alas, how oft I 
ſuffer Satan the World and my own Corrupti- 
ons to clip. them ſtill? Bleſſed be God if 
(tho* my clipt Money doth not grow bigger ) 
yet I can at any time find my poor impared 
graces recovering themſelves ;. That's a fign 
they have life in them, as my Money hath 
not - But now this ſmall Silver Money, the 
King lets us know he will take it in currantly 
into his Exchecker ; good News, I thank him 
for it, and pagticularly as it fairly minds me 

| how the bleſſed Proclamation of Heaven runs, 
ſeilicet, That true grace, though weak, ſhall 
not be refeted; A bruiſed reed will he not 
break, the ſmoaking Flax will he not quench, 1ſa. 
42.3. O my Soul, never forget it , how 
much thon art beholden-unto a dear Jeſus here ! 
Thy poor weak graces ( and imperfeQ ſorrey 
ſervices ) had never palt currantly in the Ex- 
x&heker of Heaven, had not he. been at the vaſt 
Wwzpence of his moſt precious- Blood ; Nay, 
ou hadſt never had them had not he oo 
h thus 
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thys dearly purchaſed them, and then as free] y 
beſtowed them on thee. 

Make a ſtand here, O my Soul, to behold , 
and admire, this oreat, this rare and lovely 
ſizhr: O the vaſt- immenſ ity of this Heaven- 
ly Fund , and alſo of the Grace of the pre- 
cious Founder 1 O the largeneſs of his Purſe, 
in that he could, and of his Love, in hat. he, 
would raiſe it, 'and that for ſuch, -worthleſs- "1 
-vhiwrorthy ones as we ! .O methinks my: poor-: 
thonghts would gladly dwell here, and. take: 
vp their” delightfol reſt ; What is there: .thar -; 
can ſavour or relliſh afrer this? -O- in Hea« 
ven they ſhaJl, and that for ever. . But there- 
15 another thing which doth ( thovgh. mE- - 
thinks vnwelcomly ) call them down, ſcilicer, . 
Amongſt.this ſmall- Money of every Stamp, 
there are many Counterfeits, which, methinks, 
Preacheth to me ſuch Dottrine as this, that 
there is no Grace, no, nor any degree of it, 
but (throvgh the Subtilty of Satan,..and the 
Cunningneſs of our Naughty Hearts) ) it hath 
its Counterfeits'; And thexs Fiore, O my Soul, 
look about thee 1 ; 
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| Meditation &; RD 
-Ypow the Large broad Maney: | 2net 

| of our one dpocy not ly 
be. and, nn, 
ou he fg of this preſents 
tations a We- 
hongh, alas, gs 6 YO On, 
a great Fay over my 'own head ; Methinks: 

wer but uf ; oy tchfol jt _ Tx- 
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Þ 4 wot the People. - 
| the Shoulders LICE the Fog pers 
- overgrown | ite reſt of their Srarkces: hem 
es, corne to their ſull Stature: 9; Geog are 
relin'd and purged from the drofly. im- 
| pure alloy of Sin and Corruption, but yer. 
. not ſo pure_aS,they ſhould be, and as they 
| ſhall be when once hey (BAL to Heaven 
- Even thoſe are not y& got, quite out of or þ Pome 
3-4 having their. Gra S 9 both from 
| Eberaptitn within a Teilptation from vic 
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the Wicked the CIR and openly Profane and-' 

_ the cloſe'Hypocrite on the.one hand, and the ' 
truly' Godly on the other, 1 doubt not but. 
the former will be found to earry it quite for 
Nymber ; methinks I ſee the latter with the 
Iſraelites, 1 Kings' 20.27. appearing like two. 
little Flocks of Kid, . while the former with, 
the Afrrians een. fill the, Conntry ; One poor 
Fljah to Four Hundred dud Fifty Prophets 
of Baal , 1 Kings 18. 19. But come to the. 
Gadly themſelyes, *and, 'alas, how few ſub- 
ſtantial ſteady grown and exemplary | Chri- 
ſtians amongſt them , eſpecially in this de-" | © 
clining degenerate age ! ' Bleſſed be God ſome'! | I 
ſuch there are left ftill, the good Lord add 
to the Number of them. Chow few! ar hoy , 
many Toever they be ) an hvndred- fold; and? || Þ: 
let my Eyes be bleſt with feeing tr, yea-7'0 by 
and let me be one af the Bleſſed number”! | 1 

Again , amongſt our good Large Money, | th 

| Sa. ſee the feweſt Conia or rk, SR 

Its almoſt grown next. to a Miracle, to ſeea | Pl 
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Large Crown Piece, or a Large Half Crown * 
Methinks this fairly dire&ts my Thoughts tO. 
that ' Scripture which hath ſuch an awtol ter-* 
rible Aſpe&t on the Great Men of the Earth, 
1 Cor. 1.26. For ye ſee your Calling, Bretbren, 
how that not many wiſe men after the Fleſh , 
not many mighty , not many noble ave called * 
Its-a very rare thing to ſee Great men good, 
eſpecially to fee any of them exemplarily 16 
in bad Times , for uſually a little Goodneſs 
goes a great way, even with the better ' 
ſort of them , and eſpecially 
then : (a) © Indeed , Great- 
* neſs and Goodneſs are ther 
* moſt refulgent ( as one well TO 
© obſerves } when they meet. in the "fame. 
© Subje&,, and joyned by Natutal Couples 
& 2nd Connections; Bat fouch a Conjunion 


(4) Dr. Sput- 
ow , de prom © 


_ © (as he farther). as its Glotiovs, ſo Rare; 


* ſeldom fonnd either in Perſots. or things : 
* In Perſons they ate ſo diflocated, as if they. 
* were of Lineage diſtin, and had little 
* or no' Aﬀnity. O that the Great Ones 
- » our. Age would PraQticaly Confute 


One thing further here; Thovgh 1 do 
believe -indeed ; that Comparatively there is 


- bur; little! of this Large Broad Good Money 


left, yet truly, one thing that makes ns 
think that there is leſs of it than indeed 
there. is, is this, its kept up by thoſe that 
have it; ſome, it may be, ſcarce ſee a Broad- 

ece once in a oor ( as we uſe to ſay 


| Their Cry is, all our Broad Afoney is gon 
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out of England ; when, it may be, there are 
many Gentlemen, and others , that . have 
Ten, Twenty, Fifty , and One Hundred 
pounds of it by them : Why ſo truly ,, the 
Lord hath a many Precious Servants that 
we know not of; We may be ready ſome- 
times to think the number of them leſs then 
indeed it is; We find the | Holy Prophet 
Elijab under this. miſtake, 1 King. 19. The 
good {an thought, he had been left alone, 
but the Lord Iets him know . that he was 
out , telling him there, That he bad ftill left 
bim Seven Thouſand Mex in Ifrad, whoſe 
knees had not bowed unto Baal , and "whoſe 
. mouthes had not kiſſed bim: And there are 
_--doubtleſs, in our days, too many Choice 
. Excellent Chriſtians, who, in this Senſe , 
are the Lord's hidden Ones, hid in Cor-- 
ners , hid under a Clond of Obſcurity and 
Reproach it may be ; Hid from the Eyes, of 
the World, and known to few of their 
Brethren, but not hid from his Eyes whoſe. 
they were, to whom they do peculiarly be- 
long. My Broad-oney Is not expoſed to 
every ones view, but I know where it lies 
my If. 
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Bye. Meditation 9. le 
"Upon ſome Perſons refuſing: Good Money , 
. * Calling all Bad. | 


k lg KG _ 


. FT Here are many, who, becauſe there is ſo 
* .,... 4. much, bad Money abroad, therefore re- 
- fuſe even that which is good, eſpecially among 
.thoſe. who have the leaſt judgment 3 Their 
-.cry..is, 4ts.all alike, all bad, we have no good 
- Money. lefc.,in England: This is one great 
- miſchief atreqding, this affair, ariſing partly 
. from? Perſqns. IgngFance , and partly from 
., their diſaffeQion to the preſent Government, 
| DRon the. accqunt of. the 'great Expenſe which 
_ the holy. and allyife Providence of God: eſhi- 
- ciently, our own fins meritoriouſly, hath made 
, neceſſary for its ſupport 5 Becauſe they know 
- Not that which-is: good, therefore they call all 
bad ;, And. becanſe, for carrying on the. War, 

a great deal hath neceſlarily been ſent out of 
the Nation, they cry, all our good Money is 
-- gone into Flanders ; what we have left is all 
of a ſort, all bad; If you will not take ſuch, 
you muſt take none ; Such Perfons are very 
blame-worthy ; and, by this fault of theirs, 
they mind me of a greater, which, I] wiſh, was 
not as common in the World, and, of which, 
truly they are, fome of them, as likely to be 
guilty as moſt | know, ſcihcet, Becauſe there 
are ſome rotten falſe-hearted Hypocrites among 

| the Godly , therefore all are condemn'd as 
| futh: As ſoon as they eſpy ſach a one, This 
is one of your Profeſſors they cry, they are 
| R 3 all 
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all alike 1 warrant you, all Knaves, the whole 
Pack of them ; Bur, alas, they are blind and 
ignorant; The World doth not know us : 
No wonder, it did not know our Lord and 
AMaſtey when he was in it; But the main Rea- 
ſon is, they hate God and Godlineſs, and us 
for it : But, thou Fool, becauſe there is 
Tin, Peuter, Copper , Is there therefore no 
ſuch thing as Silver, or Gold in the World ? 
Or , beeavſe thou here and there ſeeſt the 
ſhape and Picture of a Mar, drawn with Paint, 
or cut in Stone ,- Is there therefore not one 
living Man vpon Earth? Hath thy hatred 
.to Religion prevail'd : Enki as to put out 
thine Eyes, and to extinguiſh thy Reaſon ? 
How wilt thou be able to Anſwer it, when 
the Lord comes to make up his Jewels, and 
.Jo to be eternally Glorifed in them ? Where 
will then be that month of thine, with which 
thou haſt not feared to Condemn the whole 
Generation of his Righteous Ones ? In the 
mean time know this, That as Wiſdom is 
Tuſtified of her Children, ſo we fear not her 
failing, ſooner or later, to juſtifie them 
too. | — $ 
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Meditation 10. 
Upon Mens Criticalneſs in taking M O- 
 NEY. 


"IWery Body now is very Canttous 1n ta- 
L!, king Money, extream Critical about it; 
Truly one cannot blame them, there 1s good 
Reaſon why they ſhould be ſo: And, are 
there not the ſame Reaſons, but with much 
additional ſtrength, why I ſhould be as cauti- 
Gus , ExaQAt and critical about my Soul con- 
cerns ?. Let ſearch be made ; ſo, 


Firſt, There is much Counterfeit Coyn a- 
Broad, and ſo great danger of their bcing de- 
ceived, this makes them cautious ; Doth not 
this hold good in refference to my Sout ? 
Are there not many falſe Doarins abroad ? 
And doth not that require and wall it not 
juſtify my being very cautious and wary what 
T receive for Truth ? Is there not here, a 
good reaſon why I ſhould be caily ſearching 
the Scriptures te ſee whether ſuch and ſuch 
things be ſo or no? Again, are there not 
as many Counterfeit Graces as there are true 
ones ? Is there not danges of my being de- 
_ ceived with them ? And therefore ſhonld 
I not be frequent and ſerious in the cloſe ex- 
amination of them, to ſee at leaſt that they 
be good Mettal in an Evangelical ſenſe, and 
that they have the true Tower Stamp upon 
them? Again, are there not many bad ex- 

| R 4 amples 


amples in the World? Should I not there- 
fare he very careful before 1 imitate and follow 
the example of any tq ſee that therein they be 


. 


followers of Chriſt ? 


Secondly , As there is mnch Counterfeit 
Money abroad, and as ſo they are in danger 
of taking it, ſo likewiſe their damage is like _ 
to be great in caſe they do; And doth nat 
this reaſon alſo. ſtand good  here-? Yea, is © 
not my Souls damage like to be much greater? 
Suppoſe a Man ſhould take bad Money. and 
looſe it; with a little care and labour and 
God's Bleſſing upon it þe may get more: 
But if I ſhould rake Error for Truth, efpedal-.. 
ly ſuch as in Holy Writ are marked ' as 
damnable Dodrins ; if 1 ſhould be miſtaken -. 
In my Graces, taking Counterfeit for rrue, - 
Preſumption for Faith, or the like.3 Or if, 
inſteac of following the good, I ſhould follow 
the þad examples of others, and ſo live and: 
dye in any Sin unrepented of and vnpardon'd, + 
_ I ſhovld thus looſe my. Soul for ever, which® 
1s of infinitely more worth then all the: Trez- 
ſores in both Jndies, the loſs of which the 
whole World could not repair. ER 
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Upon Pius TUNning about to p- others 
judgment þ the Money they take. 


Ven this Circumſtance doth fre equently. 

- occaſion me trouble , and therefore in 
Point of Juſtice-and Equity it oweth me ſome- 
thing-in way of recompence , and methbinks: 
it is as ready to pay it: If People did but 
as much value, and were but as much con- 
cerned about their Souls as they -are now a- 
bout their Money, then their - queſtion, As 
2. 37. Or his, Ads 16. 30. would be more_ 
in their months > Then Bibles 'and -praftical_ 
good Books would be in more requeſt with 
them, more valued and ſtudied by them ; Then 
Miniſters Chambers would be more fre vent- 

.by them for the reſolution of Soul doubts | 
nd pradical caſes. 

" Indeed, .one cannot blame People fo this, 
thon gh hey ſometimes trouble one ; This is 
nor : : time for Perſons that have but little 
Judgment to truſt it in taking Monty, nor to 
believe every one that faith, his 1/oney is good 
when he offers it 3 Though truly, I think, its 
juſtly ro be ſuſpected, and carefully to be a- 
voided as a piece of Injuſtice, eſpecially at 
ſuch a time as this, to offer, much more to 
impoſe, any thing that is evidently bad, e- 
ſpecially on ſuch as one knows to be Ignorant; 
But its too plain the moſt make no bones of 
it : Why ſo truly as to our Souls its _ 
| ate 
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fafe leaning to our own underſtanding , or 
believing every Spirit, much leſs the Wicked 
One, who is a Liar from the beginning, and' 
the Father of it : It muſt needs be our Wiſ- 
dom, as to bring every thing, both matters of 
Faith and Practice, to the Divine Standard in 
the Holy Scriptures; ſo likewiſe in more doubt- 
ful, difficult, and weighty Caſes, to take Ad- 
vice of God's Miniſters, and others , but al- 
ways, and above all, of God himſelf, But I 
Have often thought, how much it concerns Peo- 
ple to look about them well, whoſe Advice 
they ſeek, and truſt to, to ſee that he be $kil- 
ful in Morey, and alſo faithful unto them ; If 
he have' not both thoſe qualifications, they are 
bat where they was; nay, alas, in a worſe Box, 
as they are in more danger of being deceived, 
for they would be likely to make a better uſe 
of their own Eyes, and of the little fotumink | 
that they have, if they did not truſt to his. Juſt 
thus, methinks, the caſe ſtands, as to our Souls 
we had need be very carefol whoſe Advice we 
ſeek, and follow, in our Soul Affairs, to ſee 
that he be one, both Able, Experienc'd and 
Faithful, leaſt he play us a Mountebanks Trick ; 
And ſo much the more careful ought we to 
be here, as our Souls are of infinitely more 
worth then our Caſh, 


Meditat, 12, 
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Meditation 12. 


Upon Perſons changing their Half Crowgs 
for ſmall Money. 4 : 


He Half Crowns being called in firſt, eve- 
ry one is careful to get them off; as I 
have had occaſion to go to Mr, T. this Week, 
I-have found him very buiſy in changing them, 
giving ſmaller Moxey for them; And, upon 
getting them changed, I ſee the Cuuntry-men 
going away very chearfully ; proud they are of 
it, and think themſelves ſafe enough, its'like, 
though, its very probable, ſome of them get 
- bad Shillings and Sixpences in . the room of 
them. 
Methinks now this fairly brings to... my 
Thoughts the miſerable, ſad, deluded. Cafegand 
Soul-undoing courſe of many poor Siniters., 
that leave one Luſt, but its only in way of 
exchange for another It may be under the 
Word, or under ſome heavy Croſs their flee- 
py Conſciences are awakened, and tells them , 
That ſuch and ſuch a courſe will certainly rm- 
in them ; ſuppoſe Prodigality, a Riotous, Vo- 
loptuous way of Living, whereupon they are 
forced to leave that, but, alas, its only to fall 
in wirh the contrary finful, extreame, ſordid 
Covetouſneſs: It may be they are convinced 
that open, groſs Prophaneſs perſiſted in, will 
inevitably Damn them, wherenpon they leave 
It. ; but, alas, its only to take up a Formal , 
Hypocritical Profeſſion of Religion ; And yet, 
- 1a this, they bleſs themſelves, and think they 
are 
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are now as good Chriltians as they need to be, 
and as ſafe and happy as the beſt : But, alas, 
.-poor Souls, they are c'en but where they was 
Mill for all this.:, Converſion, Regeneration, 


. 


Repentance unto. Life is. another thing; All 


Sin, as hateful, and not only, or chiefly as dan-* 


gerovs and hurtfol to the Soul, muſt be forſa- 
ken, not one Hoofe left behind, aud yet this is 
| but one half of it neither. 


— 


_— 


| Meditation 13. 
Upon mens xxnwillingneſs 10 take Money 
and eagerneſs to rid their hands of what 


they have. 


Ne hint more and ſo a ſtop to this range 

of Thoughts for the preſent ; and me- 
thinks one may be allowed to make a lictle 
ſtand to wonder at this ; certainly if a Perſon 
ſhould come amongſt us who knew not the 
reaſon of it, he would be ready to look upon 
us as Perſons extreamly mortified unto the 
World, and ſuch as might with much eaſe be 
brought to the Temper of thoſe Primitive 
Chriſtians who i2Id their Poſſeſſions, and 
brought the Money and laid it down at the 
Apoſtles feet: Truly a while ſiace it would 
very hardly have entered into my Thorghts 
that this beloved and ſo much adored Mettal 
ſhould ever have been fo treated in Englind 
as now It is; but a few Months ſince the 
great outcry was, they will ſoon have all ! 


We have zo Money almoſt Jeft in the Na- 
| tion |! 
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tion ! Then the enquiry was, How do yon do 
to get in Money ? But behold the Tables 
are turned ; now every body almoſt hath too 


much, and their greateſt care is to pay it of 


as faſt as they can: Now the enquiry. is, 
Will you take any Money > Or, pray how 
do you do to get off your Money ? And-he 
is by many looked upon as the ſafeſt hap | 
Man that hath his hands the cleareſt of it - 
O how fickle how changeable are we, and all 
our Enjoyments here ! | BW; 
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Containing the Workings of his Soul upon a 
Fit of Sickneſs he had, and God's graci- 
ous recovering hint ont of it. And his Re- 

, raarks upon. his Father's [mpriſonment. 


=_ 


Some Regrarks upon a Fatherly Chaſtiſement. 


January 25, @'c. 1685. 


T pleaſed the Lord (who hath the moft fot 
I and abſalute Right and Propriety in me) at 
this time ſo to diſpoſe of me in his moſt wiſe and 
gracious Providence, that I was brought very low 
by a Fever, even to the Gates of Death, and 
yet from thence he ſaid, Return : I would not 
paſs by this his Diſpenſation without making 
ſome Remarks upon it, and upon due Obſervati- 
on, I muſt acknowledge this Path of his towards 
me hath been Mercy and Truth ; this AMiCti- 
on notyithſtanding, yet God is good, for in ve- 
ry Faithfulneſs hath he afflicted me ; I verily be- 
lieve his deſign in ſending this Afﬀfiction was ve= 
ry gracious ; to fetch home a prodigal Child, 
to reduce a ſtraying Servant. And I have found 
by ſweet Experience, that he hath been wonder- 
fully good to me under it; and I would further 
hope in his Mercy, thathe will do me good by 
it, that I ſhall reap the benefit of it, although 
this much deſired Mercy doth too too little ap- 


pear at preſent. 
$ At 
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At the firſt I was exerciſed with violent Pains, 
my Strength to bear Affliction is ſmal;., Patience 
ſoon tired out; but the Lord enabled me in 
fome meaſure quietly to bear thoſe Pains; and 
when my Strength was gone (as a wiſe and mer- 
ciful Phyſician, who would not over-doſe his 
Patients) be then took away my Pains. 
 _ The Lord dealt very favourably with me, 
© conſidering what my Sins deſerve, as indeed he 
always doth : He ſaw I was able to bear but lit- 
tle, and ſo laid on very gently; methinks he 


did but ſhake his Rod over me! O that his Ten- 


derneſs- towards me, his gentle Dealings with 
me, may work kindly upon me / 

1 cannot but look vpon it as a great Mercy, 
that notwithſtanding the violent Pains which ] 
had for ſome time in my Head, and long Watch- 
ings, getting little or no Reſt Night or Day, 


yet I was all the time very ſenſible : Thus I was | 


in a Capacity for Conſideration, the great Duty 
of anadverſe, afflited Eſtate : But alas / the Bar- 
rennels of my Heart as to good Thoughts. The 
Lord forgive it to me. 

The Lord hath dealt very bountifully with me 
in the time of my Trouble, affording me many 
outward Mercies and Comforts to ſweeten a 
bitter Cup to me: Methinks he hath dealt with 
me, as a tender-hearted loving Mother doth 
with a poor weak ſickly Child : She is ready to 
give It all the good things ſhe can think of: So 
have I been indulged ; indeed I cannot ſay that I 
havewanted any thing at this time, but a more 
quiet, contented, thankful Heart: And what a 
pitty, what a ſhame it i5, tliat: this ſhould have 
been Wanting. 
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I endeavpur to bring up my Mind to a chear- 
ful Compliance with my heavenly Father's Will, 
in this his Diſpenſation, but I have much ado 
with an untoward rebellious Heart : yet I think 
I have not allowed of, or entertained one 
Thought of dire& Impatience or Diſconteat, 
ſince I have been under this AfﬀiiQion, though 
now I come far ſhort of that Child-like Snbmiſſi=- 
on and entire Self-reſignation, which is my Du- 
ty. Lord, thon knoweſt my Frame Conſider 
my Weakneſs, and pity and ſpare me according 
to the Greatneſs of thy Mercy ! I have great 
Cauſe to be humble when I think what a dull 
Soul 1 have, my Heart even dead within me, 1y- 
ing like a Stone or Log in my Breaſt, the little 
Grace I have very unaQtive, my Aﬀecttions low 
and flagging,” the Motions of my Soul Heaven- 
ward (when they ſhould have been moſt frequent, 
lively and vigorous) very few, and thoſe I had 
poor and languid ones; I think I am always 
worſt, when I ſhould be beſt. . I am aſhamed 
to think that when the Lord hath been and is ſo 


wonderfully good to me, I am no better in my 


Carriage towards him. Yet, Lord, thou know- 
eſt its not pleaſing to me to have it fo: but that 
on the contrary, I am glad when I can find a 
little warmth. I found my Father's Prayers ve- 
ry cordial, they wonld ſometimes pur a little 
Life into my poor dead Soul. 

I endeavour to keep up good Thoughts of 
God 5xT-would not think hardly of God, though 
he ſyzw me never ſuch hard things; That ['/ 
go to my Father, and your Father —] hath been 
very ſweet and reviving to me ; I can call him 
Father ſtill, and go to him as my Fathgr, and 1 
delight to do ſo: Methinks my dear God feems 

g reſo}yec 
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reſolved on the Salvation of this poor Soul of 
mine! Sometimes he 1s heaping Favours upon 
me, loading me with his Benefits; At other 
times when he ſeeth there is need, be ſhaketh his 
Rod over me: One while he 1s plying me with 
Cordials, another while with Corrofives; 4y 
Soul ſhall not die but live, I take this Afﬀiction 
as a Token of his Love, and find I do not love 
him leſs but more for it. 

It is a great A& of Grace and Favour, that the 
Lord will take me under his Diicipline, that he 
will be at the pains to afflict ſuch a Wretch as I ; 
though my way hath been ſo froward and ſtrange, 
yet he hath not quite given me over. Lord, 
what is Man that thou ſhouldſt magnify him ? 
And that thou ſhould fet thine Heart upon him ? 
And that thon ſhould viſit him every Morning, 
and try him every Moment ? | 

Let the Lord do what he will with me, [I 
would love and cleave to him ſtill ; Afﬀfictions 
ſhall not make me run away from him, but drive 
me nearer to him. Lord, whither or to whom 
elſe ſhould I go? For my part, I know no God 
but thee; Though he kill me, yet will 1 put my 
Truſt in him. 

When I came to be a little apprehenſive of my 
Danger, the Thoughts of Death and of the 
other World were a little ſtrange to me; I think 
I was not heartily willing to die, at which I was 
much concerned, Lord, that I ſhould be no more 
weary of this vain and ſinful World, and of this 
Body of Sin and Death ! Was I afraid of being 
happy too ſoon ? Ah, poor weak languifhing 
Faith / I perceive there is much Deceit in this 
Heart of ine: Sometimes I pretend much Love, 


and ſeem”to be deſirous of Death, and to _ 
an 
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and breath after Heaven, as if I could never be 
eaſy and well till I got thither : but when Death 
ſeems to come in good earneſt, then I am for 
ſhifting it off a while longer: Yet (if I can 
know this Heart of mine) I think it was not any 
worldly Conſiderations that cauſed this Shineſs 
and Unwillingneſs, but that I could freely have 
left this World, had I but heen ſo clear for ano- 
ther World as I deſired to be, had I but enjoyed 
ſuch ſweet Manifeſtations of God's Love as ſome- 
times I have done: And I hope, the Lord will 
turn this alſo to my Advantage, making it a 
means to quicken me to take more pains in the 
Work of Self-examination, and to make me 
more careful to walk more cloſely with him, and 
more evenly before him for time to come. 

I defire the Lord would remove this AMiai- 
on, but here I am fearful of offending : I endea- 
vour to ſay heartily [ Thy Will be dove] And1I 
think *tis not only or chiefly that I may be eaſed 
of Pain and Weakneſs that 1 deſire this, but that 
I may be in a better” Capacity of ſerving God 
(though alas 'tis but little that I can do for him, 


*-when I am at beſt). I would not live any lon- 


ger in the World than I may be ſome way ſer- 
viceable to him; yet I would not carve for my 
ſelf here ; 7 had rather lic nnder the Affliction 
ſtill, than caſt ir off my ſelf (was it in my Pow- 
er) till the Lord pleaſe to remove it for me ; 
God's time 1s the beſt, and bleſſed are all they 
that wait forhim: And 7 deſire as well that the 
Lord would fandtify this Affliction to me, and 
here / can pray more heartily, becanſe 7 know 
it's according to his Will; 7 dread to think of 
its leaving me as it found me, and going away 


without its Errand ; Therefore 1 daily wreſtte 
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with him in Prayer, and ſend up many Cries 
with Tears; Lord, do me good by it! Teach 
me to Profit ! | Let thy Rod do its work upon me! 
To Correction and Inſtruction ! Shew me where- 
fore thou contendeſt with me ! I would be Learn- 
ing ſomething both from the AMi&ion, and 
from thy Mercy in reſtoring me thus far : Let 
thy good Spirit be my Inſtructor, for none 
teach like Thee! 

Give Ear O Lord, attend vnto my Cry ; tho? 
thou ſeem at preſent to take no Notice, I would 
hold on ſtill; I will Pray, and look up; I will 
follow Thee with continued Iimportunity ; thou 
= hear me |! 

. I deſire to be more thoroughly Convinced 
of the evil and bitterneſs of Sin; Sin, it is 
Gods great Enemy, therefore cannot be the 
Creatures Friend ; it is a jult and righteous thing, 
that God ſhould ſet himſelf againſt ſuch ungrate- 
ful Creatures as Sinners are: Affliction riſeth 
not out of the Duſt, neither doth Trouble riſe 
out of the Ground ; "they are ſome of the bitter 
Fruits of Sin ; Fools becauſe of their T ranſgreſ- 
ſions, and becauſe of their Iniquities are afflict- 
ed: It is Sin that brings me into the Briars of 
AfﬀiQtion, and ſhall not this now make my Sto- 
mack riſe againſt it, and promote a Work of 
Mortification ? Ts Sin pleaſant and ſweet? And 
what is ſickneſs and pain, are they fo too? Amd 
will Hell be fo ? Why the Wages of Sin is Death ? 
O my Soul! Humble thy ſelf Tadar God's Hand ; 
take ſhame to thy Self, lay Sin to Heart ; if 
thou loveſt God, and if thou loveſt thy ſelf, hate 
all Sin with a perfett hatred, and heartily for- 
fake it; What is there in Sin that thou ſhould 
be ſo fond of It, and that lince thou findeſt it fo 

Fo, much 
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much to thy coſt ? Take ſpecial notice of that 
particular Diſtemper of Soul the Lord ſeems to 
point at, and lay a load of Sorrow upon it, and 
Watch and Pray and ſtrive againſt it; Sin mo 
more. leaſt a worſe thing come unto thee ! 

2. Of the Emptineſs and Vanity of the Crea- 
ture; all things here below are Vanity, mere 
Cyphers, very inſignificant things ; they are ve- 
ry fading and uncertain: Whatſoever worldly 
Comfort and Enjoyments I havey they may ſoon 
be taken away from me, or I may ſoon leave 
them: And alas! What can they do for me in 
the Time of my Diſtreſs? I find they are &en 
poor Comforters, except the Lord help, they 
cannot help ; endeavour now to get a right eſti- 
mate of the World, and all worldly things ; 
How Light they are, if put into the Ballance ? 
Improve this Advantage the Lord hath put into 
thy Hands to get above the World, for its ill 
fighting a Cock upon his own Muck-hill ; ſet 
not thy Heart any more upon things that are 
not, leave others to fhght and make a buſtle a- 
bout theſe earthly Vanities (the Pleaſures, Ho- 
nours and Riches of this World ) who have no 
greater things to mind ; ſhouldſt not than think 
it below Thee, ſo to buſte thy ſelf about things 
ſo baſe, low and ſordid? Let thy Pleaſire be 
ro pleaſe and enjoy God ; the Honour thou aſpi- 
reſt after to be one of the Children of God, and 
more and more like thy heavenly Father ; chuſe 
the better part, make ſure of a part in the Pro- 
miſes, that thou be one whoſe is the Kingdom 
of Heaven, for whom a Manſion there is prepa- 
red a up Treaſures in Heayn; The Lord is 
my Portion, ſaith my Soul; therefore will hope in 
bim. F: 
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3. Of my own frailty and mortality ; What 
is my Life but as a Vapour, which appeareth for 
a little Time, and foon vaniſheth away ; Hu- 
mane Nature, even when in its Strength and 
Vigour, lieth open to ſo many Croſſes and Di- 
ſturbances, that (as Mr. B. well) my Life is 
but like a Candle in a broken Lanthorn, which 
every blaſt of Wind is ready to puff out ; do I 
believe that I am a poor frail Mortal, or do I 
not ? If I do not, what ſhall I then make of thoſe 
many plain Aſſertions which God that cannot 
lie hath given me in his Word ? And what ſay 
I to daily Experience, as to others of the ſame 
Nature with my ſelf? How many Bells have 
rung ſince I was commited Priſoner to this Room? 
If I do believe it, how comes it to paſs that thou 
liveſt at the rate thou ordinarily doſt? Ah /! 
theſe looſe ineffectual Notions, about certain 
great and weighty Truths, that reſt in the Brain, 
and influence not the Heart and Life ! O this 
practical Atheiſm / Well, ſee thy Sin and Folly 
now in Time; live no longer at ſuch a diſtance 
from Death and the Grave, and from Eternity 
in thy Thovghts, be no longer ſuch a ſtranger 
to them, make ſpeedy Preparation; endeavour 
to be at an Hours warning, make clear Work 
for another World, that ſo when Death comes 
indeed, thou maiſt not be daunted or diſmay?d at 
it, butbe able to welcome it with Joy ; get into 
ſuch a State, into ſuch a frame and poſture with- 
out delay, as that thou maiſt be able upon good 
grounds to look upon it as a Conquered, and 
to Triumph over it; ſaying, O Death where is 
thy Sting ? O Grave where 1s thy Vifory ? 
4. Of the worth of Health and Strength, and 
that eſpecially as they better Capacitate me = 
| * the 
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the Service of God; it is rare, that I am duly 
ſenſible of the worth of any Mercy, till I come 
to feel the want of it, and it's well if that do 
the Work; I have heard Timeafter Time, what 
a great Advantage I had in my young and health- 
ful Days, %o be doing for God and my Soul, 
and that I might never expect the like again ; 
Now or Never, hath ſounded oft in my Ears : 
But the Word wrought little upon me, there- 
fore the Lord hath now been taking another 
Courſe, and hath ſent anothegPreacher to me ; 
becauſe I would not hear, the Lord hath made 
me-feel; and if this do not do, I may expe 
more ſtill; now ſhall I not hear the Rod? It 
hath a Voice in it, and being in a great meaſure 
removed, it yet ſpeaketh: Now if the Lord 
pleaſe to reſtore me to former Health, and put 
me upon a new Trial, -ſhall I not prize the 
Mercy more, and endeavour to improve it more 
to his Glory ? Shall I not live more to him, 
who isthe God of my Life, and the God of all 
my Mercies ? 
This from the Afiction, 


Now from the Mercy in my Reſtoration thus 
far, I deſire to get my Heart affeQed, 

1, With the Power and Goodneſs of God, He 
can caſt down, and raiſe up; kill, and make 
alive; He hath all Diſtempers at his beck, at his 
_ Command they come and go: If he fay but the 
Word, its enough to make one every whit 
whole ; He rebuked the Fever, and it left me ; 
the Caſe is never deſperate, where he will un- 
dertake the Cure: Unto the Lord belongeth 
Power, alſo unto him belongeth Mercy ; He 
doth not affiict willingly, nor grieve the _ 

ren 
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dren of Men, much leſs his own Children; and 
when he doth afflict them it 1s in Judgment, Jer. 
10. 24. His Infinite goodneſs doth ever order 
and limit their AfﬀMitions, both as to Time, 
Meaſure and Continuance; this I have had Ex- 
perience of: I cannot in my ſober JudFment but 
approve of this Affiction: as good in every Cir- 
cumſtance of it, as coming from him who doth 
all things well : And while his Hand was laid up- 
on me, [ felt a ſupporting Arm put underneath, 
elſe had I fainted @nd periſhed in my Affliction ; 
and in Wrath remembred Mercy : Sorrow endu- 
red for a Night, but Foy came in the Morning ; 
He conſidered my Frame, remembred that T was but 
Duſt. Oh, let me love him, and fear him, truſt 
in him, and depend upon him at all Times, even 
for ever ! | 

2. With the prevarling Efficacy of importu- 
nate Prayer with God; He ſtiles himſelf, 2 God 
hearing Prayer, and hath ſaid much to encourage 
it; many wonderful Things have bzen wrought 
by it, ſome that have fallen under my ſmall Ob- 
ſervation , and many more that have been 
brought to notice by others; Prayer Honours 
God, and he delights to Honour Prayer : It's 
faid, The Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and 
T am verily perſwaded it hath been.a means of 
ſaving my Life ſeveral Times; when I have had 
een, as *twere, one Foot in the Grave, Pray- 
er--thath fetched me back again; and as for 
this Mercy in particular, I would look upon it 
as a Fruit and Anſwer of Prayer: For this ma- 
ny Cries were ſent up to God, and he heard in 
Heaven, and ſent me help right Early ; O there- 
fore let me prize and improve a praying Privi- 
ledge more then ever I have done! Let me 
learn 
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learn td make more uſe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
as my Interceſſor at Gods Right Hand; He is 
never weary, but ftill delights to be employed : 
Let me ſtudy to fnd out the Divine Art that is 
in Prayer: Could [ but even Pray aright, I might 
have even what I would, For if we ask any thing 
according to his Will, be hearcth us; Lord, Teach 
me to Pray! And becauſe thou haſt heard my 
Prayer, therefore will I call upon Thee fo long 
as | have a being. 

3. With the many ſtrong Obligations the 
Lord hath laid npon me, to bind me faſt and 
cloſe to himſelf for ever; He gave me my be- 
ing at firſt, and hath hitherto held my Soul in 
Life. I have ever been the Charge of his good 
Providence; Goodneſs and Mercy be hath cauſed 
to follow. me all my Days; what could the Lord 
have done more for me, that he hath not done. 
I cannot fay, that I have wanted any good 
thing: As a Man ſoweth, fo he expects to 
reap, and where God doth much for any, he 
looks for anſwerable returns! Let me now re- 
flet on the late iſpenſation, and look upon 
the Afﬀiction it felt: The Lord affords me not 
only Food, but Phylick too, when he fees its 
needful; Afﬀictions are good Phyſick, when a 
means of carrying off thoſe bad Humors the 
Heart is naturally fo full of, and ſo of making 
the Inner Man more healthful, ſtrong and vigo- 
rous : Let me further think of Gods Mercy in 
reſtoring me; and what hath he done here for 
ever to engage me to love and ſerve: him ! He 
hath, as it were given me a new Lite, and ſhould 
I notnow walk in newnefs of Life ? O that I may 
now Love him more, and lay out my ſelf more 
in his Service, and what I do for him, do ir 
RS | | better / 
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better ! Suppoſe a Man inſtrumental in faving 
my Life when it was in apparent Danger; 
ſhould I not look upon my ſelf as engaged to 
that Man while I live? What then are my Ob- 
ligations unto God? Any little Favour from 
God I ſhould eſteem as great, becauſe he is in- 
finitely above me, and becauſe all his Favours 
are Free, being no way engaged to me or any 
of his Creatures, further than he hath volunta- 
rily engaged himſelf; and further I ſhould think 
of the Obligations which I have freely taken up- 
on'my ſelf: I was ready, even at this Time, to 
make fair Promiſes of new Obedience, if the 
Lord would pleaſe to reſtore me; The Lord 
now help me to live up to ſuch Engagements ! 

4. Particularly, with the Obligations that 
lie upon me to the great Duty of Thankſgiv- 
ing ; Praiſe is a Tribute which God exa&ts from 
all his Creatures accordivg to their various Ca- 
pacities, and the Benefits beſtowed upon them, 
and a very juſt and reaſonable thing it is he 
ſhould do ſo; for my part, I muſt acknowledge 
it to my ſhame, that though I owe more here 
then I ſhall be ever able to pay to all Eterni- 
ty, yet I have been and ſtill am a great ſtran- 
ger to this Duty ( atleaſt in the Life and Soul of 
it) which is indeed both fad and ſtrange ; Di- 
vine Praiſe is the Work and Wages of Heaven, 
which ( as Mr. Oldfield well Notes) is a ſuffi- 
cient Demonſtration of its Excellency and De- 
lightfulneſs : Yea, I my ſelf have ſometimes ta- 
ſted of the ſweet Delight and Pleaſure that is 
in it, and'yet I ordinarily either neglect or am 
negligent in it: But now methinks the Time 
paſt ſhould ſuffice, and more than ſuffice me,, 


wherein I have denied God of his Due, and = 
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{elf of ſo great Happineſs and Felicity, and that 
now I ſhould grow more dutiful unto him, and 
wiſe for my ſelf; rob God of his Right no more, 
live no. longer upon husks when Heavenly Man- 
na may be had: Let me now accuſtom my ſelf 
more to this heavenly Exerciſe; I am ready, 
and that very juſtly, to think them Happy, who 
are got to be Maſters of this Divine A&, Saints 
and Angels in Heaven, and if ever I would be 
ſo, I muſt be a Learner and Practitioner of it 
here; the Lord is daily adminiſtring abundant 
Matter and Occaſion, O that my Heart was but 
in Tune for it ! Well, in ſhort, let me bleſs God 
for all his Mercies; yea, and for Aflictions too, 
and for this in Particular ; let me henceforth 
learn ( according to Gods Will ) Iz every thing 
to give Thanks, and endeavour and Pray that 
the Will of God in this Matter may as far as 
poſſible be done, by me here on Earth, even as It 
is done in Heaven, and let the many defeQs, fin- 
ful defeats which do and will cleave to me in 
this and all other Holy Duties while I remain 
in this imperfect Eſtate make me long more to 
be there. Amer. 


Apoc. 22.21, Even ſo, come Lord TJeſus, come 
quickly ! Amen. 
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HE providential Diſpenſations of the great 
God deſerve my moſt heedful Obſervati- 
on; how ſinful and dangerous a Courſe it is, 
bewraying great Stupidity and Foily, yea deſpe- 
rate 
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rate Madneſs for the Creature ſlightily to re- 
gard, much more to take no notice of, the Ope- 
ration of his Hands, who is the great Creator, 
ReQtor and Judg. But what a holy and happy 
Life might 1 lead, did I but take due notice of, 
and rightly (tho I cannot hers fully and perfeQ- 
ly) underſtand God's Dealings with me, and 
order my Carriage ſutable thcreunto ? And to 
this end I think-it my Duty to endeavour to let 
no Providence out-ſlip me, either perſonal, rela- 
tive or publick, without taking due notice of 
it, and endeavouring to improve it ; eſpecially 
thoſe that are more remarkable, And indeed 
there is ſo mnch of God, not only of his Hand 
but of his Heart too, of his Goodneſs, hath ap- 
peared ina late Diſpenſation of his, my Father's 
Confinement, that I cannot but think it well 
worth my noting ; and methinks it is a pity I 
ſhonld truſt my weak (day I fo) nay wicked, 
corrupt and deceitful Memory with it, which 
hath fo often proved falſe to me, without taking 
fome account of it in writing. 


Nottingham, June 29, 1684. 


The all-wiſe and gracious Providence of God 
ordered it fo, that my Father came to this Town, 
and about Three of the Clock in the Afternoon 
of the Day following, being the Lord's Day, a 
conſiderable number of Men, Officers and 0- 
thers, ſuſpeQing his being in Town, made dihi- 
gent ſearch for him, and took him in the Houſe 
of Miſtreſs Wigley, where he lodged: When 
phey came to the Room where he was, the Door 

ing locked, he opened it, chearfully reſigning 
vp himſelf unto them; and immediately after 
the 
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the publick Service was ended, he was examined, ' 
and though he had a good Plea, his intending 
a Journey to a Doctor at Leiceſter on _ ., 
Monday, to conſult about his Health, * 
which 1 think according to the very Letter of the 
Act upon which they did infilt, would 
| have been ſufficient for his Releaſe. Yet 
Mr. H. then Mayor, -was pleaſed that 
Night to commit him to Priſon. Here I ſhall 
omit the mention of that Chriſtian Courage and 
Cheartulneſs wherewith the Lord was pleaſed to 
bear him up under his Trial; and the unex- 
pected Support that ſome others of my Relations 
had : But I ſhall take moſt: notice of thoſe things 
which moſt nearly concern my ſelf. That Sab- 
bath-Providence ſent me home, that in my Fa- 
ther's Abſence I might be ſome-way helpful to 
the Family, according to my poor Ability, which 
] look upon as mo {mall Circumſtance, wherein 
the Goodneſs of God appeared : for there re- 
peating a Sermon, as my uſual wont was, never 
thinking a Sabbath ſo well and comfortably ſpent 
as when I had ſome Opportunities, (within the 
compaſs of my Calling) of doing as well as get- 
ting good ; and herein the Lord was pleaſed to 
dire& me to ſuch a Sermon, a great part where- 
of did particularly tend fo prepare the Heart for 
 Sufferings. And further, the Meditation of my 
Heart in Prayer was much enlarged this way ; 
which did much prepare me for the News I ſoon 
after heard : for between 9 and 1c of the Clock 
that Night, News- was brought to us that my 
Father was taken. At which I was not much 
diſcompoſed, though my dear Aﬀections to my 
Father, eſpecially conſidering his Weakneſs, fo 
that his Confinement, if long, was likely to en- 
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danger his Health, ſo conſequently his Life. Up- 
on this accouut I could not, neither did I defire 
to be wholly unaffected ; but I met with great 
Supports, that I was enabled after a little brea- 
thing ſpace, not only to be patient, but joyful 
in this Tribulation, thinking it my Duty and 
Wiſdom both to think well of, and acquieſce in 
all God's wiſe and gracious Diſpoſals : As I re- 
member the firſt Words I ſpake to him, that 
calling me to a-ſide, told me, what the ſad Ti- 
dings was ; Come, all 1s. well done that God 
doth, which was ſo far asI can judge the very 
Language of my Heart 1n the predominant de- 
gree. Then I begun to think on what I had 
been repeating to others, formerly received from 
the Mouth of a faithful Scotch Miniſter, as alſo 
on what I had been immediately before praying 
for with the Family : Having prayed, I now be- 
gun to look up, even that God would prepare 
me and them, as for perſonal Trials, fo for Tri- 
als in Relations, vouchſafe his Preſence in them, 
and gracious Supports under them; wherein, 
dear God, thou waſt pleaſed, in ſome meaſure, 
to hear me; Wherefore I will call upon thee ſo long 
as I live. But after I had ſpent ſome time in 
enquiring into my Father's Circumſtances, and 
deſiring my Relations to bear up chearfully un- - 
der God's Hand, telling them, that now we had 
an eſpecial opportunity to exerciſe Faith and 
Patience, and that God's Eye was very narrowly | 
hxed upon us, to obſerve our Carriage under 
this Trial: and what comfortable Reflections 
we might afterward have upon our Chriſtian 
Carriage; afterward (I ſay) I begun to fear | 
leaſt I ſhould err on the other- Hand, by a too | 
great Senſleſineſs, So I betook my ſelf to God | 
in 
@ 
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in Prayer, that he would ſanQify this ſad Stroak 
to me, ſhew me- what my Sins had been, which 
had a hand in procuring of it, humble me for 
them, and fright me out of them. But preſent- 
ly after I diſcovered my Frame to grow worſe, 
partly occaſioned by ſeeing ſome of my Relati- 
ons under Diſcouragements, and partly by ſuf- 
fering my own Heart by muling Thoughts to 
look too long on the dark fide of the Cloud, by 
which means it became more dark, and unfatiſ- 
fied, ſome diſcontented Thoughts ariſing, which 
I endeavoured in the bud to ſuppreſs, looking 
up to God for Help againlt them, and endea- 
vouring what I could for that Night to lay aſide 
all Thoughts of the Matter, and to compoſe my 
ſelf to Sleep ; which after a while I obtained, 
and in the Morning found my Spirit a little more 
compoſed, but ſtil} fearing leaſt I ſhould err on 
the hand before-mentioned, fo I earneſtly look- 
ed up to God, that he would dirett into a right 
Medium, as to my Carriage ; and having prayed 
with the Family as well as God enabled me, my 
Mother and 1 ſet our for this Town ; but now 
alas ! I begun to fear that the fight of my Father 
in a Priſon would give my Aiteftions too great 
advantage upon me, fo as to get looſe from me, 
which 1 endeavoured to arm my ſelf againſt, and 
the Lord was pleaſed to help me to keep them 
under, finding my Father pretty well, and very 
chearful, and my Mother (who was got to him 
before me) much more cheary; tho ſhe carried 
it beyond my expecartion before. For that Day it 
pleaſed the Lord to keep my Heart in a pretty 
even Frame, which was a great part of it ſpent 
in being ſerviceable to my Father, helping him 
to ſuch things as he — that ſo his Conditt- : 
1 ON 
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on there might be as comfortable as I could make 
it, during his Confinement, which I expected 
would be no leſs than fix Months. Bur ſtill 
alas! I feared (as I had great cauſe) that I was 
not ſo ſenſible of the. ſtroak, as wiſely to im- 
prove it; but about three of the Clock that 
Day, as I was with him, Mr. Sheriff Z. came 
to bring us the good News of his Releaſe. The 
Goodneſs of God herein did I hope affect us all. 
But one thing I take ſpecial notice of is, a Friend 
of his that had been with us a little before, meet- 
ing him in the Streets obſerved, and (as | remem- 
ber told him, however) related it to me, tnat he 


looked like one that was ſuddenly ſurprized ; 


which- makes me think, a Priſon or any Suffer- 
ing for Jeſus Chriſt, is not fo terrible as It is 
generally looked upon, but very tolerable, yea 


eligible to one that hath a good Conſct ce, and 


a warrantable Call ; my poor Father ſcemed to 
be more chearful, to have his Heart more at 


eaſe when in Priſon, than when he was Releaſed, 
ſonow alſo my Fears begun to encreaſe, that the 
Lord's Work would not be done upon me. Ah 


Lord, how many ſmart Laſhes doth my baſe 
Heart require, hefore Sin and Folly will out ? 
Well, to thee I turn my ſelf. Dear God, I 


would not that any ſhake of thy Rod towards. 
me ſhould be in vain. O that this may not be 


loſt, wherein ſo much of thy Fatherly "Tender- 


neſs doth appear. Thou hadfſt been juſt” and: 


righteous, if thou hadſt whipt me to purpoſe, 
even till my Blood had trickled about my Heels; 
yea, I would ſtill have acknowledged thee merci- 
- ful and gracious, puniſhing me leſs than my Ini- 
quities have deſerved : But O methinks1 hear thy 
Bowels ſounding, thy Heart yearning towards 

| | EIS -- a 
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me in this Thing. Oh that mine may eccho back 
unto Thee ! Oh thou clod, thou lump of Earth, 
how do the very Stones 1n the Streets ſhame thee, 
which are.warmed by the califying Beams of the 
Sun, but the influences of Heavea do little ſtir 
Thee? Be aſhamed and bluſh therefore oh my 
Soul, and herein accept of the Puniſhment of 
thine Iniquities, and go and Sin no more, leaſt a 
worſe thing came unto Thee. Now, dear God, I 
know thou art never at a want either of Time 
or Means to perform thy Pleaſure ; perform thy 
whole Work upon my Soul, by this ſhort In- 
timation of thy Diſpleaſure, wherein yet ſo 
much of thy Fatherly Tenderneſs doth appear z 
Oh ſuitably affect my Heart: for his ſake in whom 
alone I truſt / Amer. 


CHAF. VIE 


A brief CharaFer of him, written by his Fa- 
ther John Earrett. 


T may be preſun'd, that his Manner of 
I Converſation, even from a Child, muſt be 
fully known to me, as to any; fo that. ſome 
Account may be expected from me here. Yet 
I find my ſelf very unfit to write on this Sub- 
je, feeling in my ſelf a weak and tender Parr, 
ready to ſhrink, when I think of my great Loſs; 
and the Loſs of others dear unto me. As when 
I have but glans'd a little at his Papers (ſome , 
of which are herewith Publiſh'd) ſuch a Tre- * 
s | mor hath ſeized me, as forbad my peruſal of 
(I being not ſo well able to bear theſe Things 
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now at preſent, or to dweil long upon them.) 
Wherefore they were put into the Hands of 
thoſe my Reverend Brethren, who have view'd 
them, and taken Care to commit them to the 
Preſs. It hath nor” been without ſome kind of 
forcing my ſelf, that I have now and then run 
oyer {ome of his Letters, I had from him. 

Oh, what a rough, knotty Piece am I, who 
have need of ſuch hewing at ; of ſuch an heavy, 
cutting Stroke! Yet I would ſay, and reſolve 
(as Job) Though the Lord ſlay me, yet will 1 
traſt in hin. Yea, therefore the Lord hath ta- 
ken away. this Staff of my Old Age, to take me 
off from all Creature-Props, to depend on Him 
alone. IndeedI cannot but ſay, The Thing that 
I greatly feared, is come upon me. For ſeve- 
ral Years paſt, obſerving his Courſe and Moti- 
on, I was ready to conclude, he was near his 
Journeys End. Though in regard of my Age, 
together with more rooted bodily Diſtempers, 
others would rather have thought, I ſhould have 
got home before him. But they think not, 
how far ſhort I was of him in the Work of 
Preparation for Death. «And though I have 
been in the World as long again as he was; yet 
I am queſtioning with my ſelf, whether in a true 
Account, I have liv'd as much as he did in hal 
the Time. Notwithſtanding, his being taken 
away in the midſt of his Days, and of his uſeful- 
neſs, is a thing that many ( who knew him ) 
cannot but lament together with me. | 

He was Born at Sardivere in the County of 

& Derby, on Arg. 2. and Baptiz'd, Aug. 13. An- 
" #0 Dom. 1665. Which was a Day of publick 
Faſting and Humiliation, with reference to the 
Plague, then raging in London, Which gave 

| ſome 
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ſome Occaſion to his being named [ Fo/eph] to 
acknowledge God's Goodneſs in adding to my 
Family, when He was making ſuch dreadful 
Breaches in thouſands of other Families. 

: He was hopeful in his Childhood. Obſervant 
f of his Parents betimes, ſo tractable, that there 
1 was very rarely occaſion to ule, or threaten-him 


with the Rod. I can ſcarce think, how Parents 
0 could have Jeſs trouble in Training up a Child, 
, than we had with him. 
(- He had a Love to his Book. And my thoughts 
I were to have brought him up for the - Miniſtry ; 


- but I perceiv'd a weakneſs in his ſight. And 
(- for that Cauſe I put him upon the uſe of Specta- 
m | cles before he was Thirty Years of Age, which 
it | he found a great help. | 
> When it was Time to put him forth Appren- —_— 
I- | tice, he deſir'd, he might ſerve in Nottingham | | 
is | (to be near to his Parents, and among other 
e, | Relations) rather than in London, | 
% In his Apprenticeſhip he was for helping the 
ſe | other Servants forward 1in ſpiritual Things. 
t, | Some of them, I hope, were getting good by his 
of | Means. On Lords Days { out of the Time of 
ve | Publick Worſhip, and Fainily Duties ) he would 
et | get ſuch of his Fellow-Servants as he could roge- 
ve | ther, to go over the Catechiim with an Explica- 
af | tion, which he had delir'd me to furaiſh him 
en | with. Writing of one of them, he hath this Paſ- 
1l- | © fage, I hear to Day my poor Fellow-Sefvant is 
1) (© worſe (Pray, remember him) I fear, I ſhall 

| © never ſee him more: [t troubleth me now, 
of | - © that I did no more for him, when he was with 
n-| © me; thouFh I have ſome hopes, that he hath 
CK | © been growing more ſerious, tince I knew 
he © him, a 
vell u3 Whe 
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When any Day of Faſting and Humiliation 
was to be kept, he was very uneaſie, if he might 
not. be preſent the whole Time of Publick Ex- 
erciſes. Lords-Days and Faſt-Days, and ( be- 
fore his Time was out) Sacrament-Days were 
Days of higheſt Account with him. And he 
kept up his eſteem of them, they were High 
Days to him, even to his dying Day. It was 
grievous to him, when he had miſled of one Sacra- 
ment, and very affiittive to him, if he found not 
preſent meltings of Heart for Sin, preſent quick- 
nings, and exciting of Grace at every Sacrament 
he had Liberty to partake of ; in which Caſe he 
was carneſtly longing for ſome After-fruits. 

He kept cloſe to Secret, Cloſet-Duties. He 
deſired to be further inſtructed, and informed of 
his Duty, where he was in doubt, and at a 
ſtand. As he wrote to me, O&. 7. 85. deſi- 
ring to be Reſolv'd, © Whether it was his Duty 
( under his preſent Circumſtances, as he was 
then a Servant ) © frequently to ſet apart a com- 
<« petent Portion of Time, wherein to bind up 
© his Thoughts to ſome particular Subje&t ? Ad- 
ding, © About Two Years ſince I ſet to the 
& Practice of it; but my untoward Heart did 
« then quite diſcourage me. And not queſti- 
oning the Duty of occaſional Meditation, that 
he ought to ſpiritualize his Thoughts, as much 
as he could. And farther granting againſt him- 
ſelf, that he could find Time for Reading, and 
for worſe Things. After this, O@. 17. 8s. 
Returning Thanks for ſome Satisfaction he had 
Teceiv'd, he hath another Thing to put to me 
( to get a further Diſcovery of Sin) biz, © One ' 
* Thing more I have oft deſir'd to requeſt of 
& you, Scil. That you would let me know what 
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* Sin it is, that you have moſt obſerved in me. 
* I know, you are in a Capacity above others 
« for this — O, do this for me, which I ſhall 
« take as a ſignal Inſtance of your Paternal Love. 
© It makes me ſad ſometimes, when I think of 
& my want ofa Cloſe, Home-Reprover. 

While he was induc'd with great Patience, 
to bear his own Troubles, Pains, Sickneſs ; he 
was deeply ſympathizing with his Parents, when 
afflicted, After a ſore fit of Sickneſs, when he 
was able to uſe his Pen, he wrote thus, © I have 
* great Experience of Gods Goodneſs to me, 
*©] have had violent Pains indeed, bnt then 1 
© had Strength to bear them : When my Strength 
* failed, he took away my Pain. He never yet 
& over-dog'd his Patient. — May the Old Man 
© be brought lower, then I could bid this Aﬀt- 
& tion welcome, with all my Heart. 

But Writing to me, under ſome lllneſfs, © Your 
«© Afﬀictions and Troubles go much nearer me, 
* than my own. — I could gladly put my 
© own Shoulder under in any Caſe, might it be 
© to eaſe you. Ard in another Letter, © I can- 
© not bur be afflited in your AfﬀMicions, But 
© bleſſed be God, I hope, he keeps our Belt til] 
* Laſt; and that this Laſt will never End. ' © 
_ * that by Faith and Hope we could all be doing 
&« with it ! | | 

But this was a greater Comfort to me, that 
he was a Movrner for the Sins of the Times, 
and for the Churches Calamities, and the Suffe- 
rings of any of Gods Saints and Servants, he 
heard of, | | 

When he was out of his Apprenticeſhip, he 
was not forward to ſet up; but wrote to me 
. his Reaſons againſt it, ALarch 10, 1685. to wit, 
u 24 * Thus 
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-»* ThusI ſhall-have a little more Time for the 
© ſetling of my Soul-concerns ; being free from 
* abundance of worldly Cares, that I ſhall 0- 
© therwiſe be involved in: And fo be better 
* arm'd againſt thoſe Temptations, I muſt ex- 
* pet to meet with ——- Again, for ſeveral 
*© late Years I have not been in ExpeRtation of a 
* long abode here. And if the Lord ſhould 

 *© pleaſe in the mean Time to give me a Re- 
** move, then (as we ſay) the Thought 1s taken. 

'& Apain, if the Evils, that threatens us, ſhould 
*© come upon us —— if Popery ſhould be ſet up a- 
* mongſt us, and the Lives of Gods dear Ser- 
© ſhould be facrific'd to the bloody Rage and 
** Cruelty of thoſe Wicked Men; what good 
* would a Trade do me then; though I ſhould 
* be never ſo proſperous, and go ſcot-free my 
« ſelf? Yea, what good would my Life it ſelf 
<do me? Let me rather ſuffer, and die with 
©< them; and let others take the World, that 
© are fond of it. - And it is my earneſt ſuit 
© to God, that he wonld make me more skilful 
© in Self-government. And: it makes me a- 
* fraid of entring upon Family-Government, 
* while I am ſo imperfect-in that 

Some time after, he being to take a Journey 
to Hall, his Maſter kindly made this proffer, 
that if he would lay out any Money for him- 
ſelf, he ſhould have Room for the Goods, and 
the Profit to himſelf, while he ſtayed. And 
fveh was his Maſters Reſpe&t and good Will 

towards him, that he had Liberty to Trade a 

little for himſelf, while he was with his Maſter 

( who doubted not in the leaſt of his continu- 

ed Diligence, Fidelity and Upright-dealing. ) 

As I hope, he never had Cauſe to repent of any 

5 | | Favor, 
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Favor, or Kindneſs ſhewn towards him, nor 
dves repent it to this Day. | 
Afterwards he was encouraged to take to a 
Family of his own. He Married a Wife, Mrs. 
Millecent Reyner, one of the Daughters of Mr. 
Fohn Reyner, ſometimes Fellow of Emmanuel 
Colledge Cambrige, my intimate Friend, whom 
I very much honourd-for his eminent . Learn- 
ing and Piety. He was the only Son of that 
choice Servant of Chriſt Mr. Edward Reyner of 
Lincoln, The Churches Loſs was great in his 
being taken away ſo ſoon. Though ( bleſſed 
be God) there are ſome eminent Miniſters yet 
Living, that had the Benefit of his Tuition 
and Inſtructions. And I cannot think of one 
bunt made good Proof, under him. This Daugh- 
ter of his (whoſe Mother alſo was a choice Chri- 
ſtian ) was both piouſly educated, and inclin'd, 
which was the great Motive, :that drew my 
Thovghts, and my Son's towards Her. Her 
Mother would ſay, when they were little Chil- 
dren, that my Joſeph ſhould have her 2lle. 
When borh Parents were Dead, Providence 
bronght this about. He left five young Chil- 
dren by her; (the Youngeſt of which (an In- 
fant) the Lord hath ſince taken to himſelf. ) 
He made more Account of the Ordinance: of 
Baptiſm, than (I fear ) many Profeſſors | do. 
I ſee in his Diary, he accounted 1t a great and 
folema Work for a Chriſtian Parent to offer 
and devote his Child unto God in that Ordi- 
nance. Such a © Lords-Day ( ſays he ) my 
* Child was Baptiz'd. I hope, it was the {in- 
* cere Deſire of my Soul to devote it to the 
* Lord, to renew my own Covenant with him, 
* and to take hold of the Covenant for my Child, 
* and put its Name 1nto it When 
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When he had a Wife, and Charge comin 
on, I could not diſcern, that the World gor: 
any more hold of him; but he fate as looſe to 
worldly Things, as before. When he met with 
that, which ſome would have accounted a great 
Diſappointment, he made very. Light of it, 
writing thus, © I am well ſatisfied with what's 
*© done. I bleſs God, I find my Deſires cooling 
© to the World. ' O happy they, who have 
© quite done with theſe Trifles! O, me- 
** thinks, how faſt would I trip from all world- 
**1y Wealth, Honour, or Pleaſure, to Heaven, 
* it I could! O, how Happy are ſuch, as have 
* won ſo much of Chriſt in Chriſtian Traffique 
© here, that they are fit to Live upon him in 
* Heaven! I would fain be Trading thus; and 
© though my beginnings have been but ſmall, yet 
« O that my latter End may greatly increaſe ! 

One Year he had conſiderable Loſſes at Sea. 
The firſt an Hundred Pounds worth of Goods 
caſt away with the Veſſel £ the latter, half ſo 
much ( if I be not miſtaken.) I find a Remask 
in his Diary, upon the former of theſe, ſuch a 
Night, «<1 went to ſpeak with a Friend, and 
© being deſfir'd, went to Prayer with thei. 
«& And bleſſed be God, my Heart was brought 
**to a good Temper. And as I came home, I 
© received the Tidings of my Loſs. And the 
* Lord having before-hand fo garriſon'd my 
© Heart, I was not at all diſcompos'd by it. 

And thus he wrote to me concerning it, Seft. 
14. 1695. © I deſire to bleſs God for his great 
& goodneſs to me, in that I found it no ſur- 
<* prize to me, nor hath my Spirit been 'diſfor- 
*© der'd by it. It is my Prayer and Hope, that 
* he will inable me ſo tocarry it, that the World 
EL 
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(if it will) may ſee, there is ſomething more 
* In Religion to ſupport one in ſuch caſes, 
* than they think of. And I hope, the Lord 
« will give me ſomething which 1s better, in- 
«© ſtead of that I have loſt ; and do not queſti- 
*© on, but when he ſees it good, he will make 
it vÞ in kind too, 

Indeed, I could not but account God's Mercy 
greater far, in giving him ſach a calm and 
contented Frame under that and many other 
Loſles (all which laid together, would riſe to a 
conſiderable Sum) I thought him far happier, 
' han if hehad gained double and trible to all his 
Loſles 1n the World. 

Many that converſed moſt, and was beſt ac- 
quainted with him (I ſuppoſe) took him: to be 
very exemplary for his Care in governing his 
Tongue: Tho ordinarily he was of few words, 
yet his Lips were feeding many. 

He had a free Heart, was at all times ready 
to contribute to 7mious and charitable Uſes, ac- 
cording to, if not beyond his Ability. Hertook 
pleaſure in the exerciſe of Charity, and © look- 
& edon that little Pittance, he had given this 
& way (as he faid) as the ſafeſt part of his 
© Eſtate. He thought, they that came to col- 
« le& it, were more welcome to him, than if 
<« they had been ſome: of his beſt Cuſtomers. 

He was not ſo much for worldly as for ſpiri- 
tual Projeas; and would own it, as God's 
great Mercy, with humble Thankfulneſs, when 
theſe took, that he had Succeſs. I meet with 
this Paſſage in his Diary : © The Lord hath 
< been pleaſed to put a bleſſed Projet into 
« my Head —— of doing good to many a Soul. 
« It doth me good to think of it. O, but I 
Fe ro car; 
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fear, leſt my Sins ſhould provoke the Lord to 
& blaſt it. | 

And ſome time after he noteth, © Somecom- 
& fortable Tokens of Succeſs of the Goſpel at a 
& place in the Peak; which I ſuppoſe may have 
reference to the forementioned ProjeR. ; 

He was forward to ſubſcribe and promote 
Subſcriptions towards the maintenance of young 
Scholars, that were hopeful: As writing ta 
me for one (who is ſince grown up, and at 
work, likely to be a very uſeful Man, a Ble{- 
ſing in his Generation) © Methinks, one might 
© 'put out a little Money here to good Intereſt., 
« For my own part, [I take it to be a likely op- 
© portunity of laying out a little Money to ad- 
< vantage. 

So he was laying out himſelf to promote the 
ſetting up of LeEtures in dark places. And in 
his laſt Sickneſs, I could not but take notice, 
how he rejoiced in Spirit, hoping the Lord was 
opening a Door in one place, for which he was 
laſt concern'd. He ſpake of the Matter to me 
in that lively, chearful manner, with ſuch a 
pleaſant Look, as if he had been in perfe&t 
Health. When he had no fooner ended that 
Diſcourſe, but I could diſcern a flagging of Spi- 
rits: He had a violent Fever, of which he died 
on Lord's Day, Auguſt 28. early in the Morn- 
ing : A Day which he ſoprized, and conſcien- 
tiouſly obſerved in his Life-time ; on which he 
entred upon the everlaſting Sabbath: . 

In February, Anno Dom. 94. he was brought 
very low with a nervous Conſumption : yet it 
pleaſed the Lord togivea lifting up, beyond and 
contrary to the Expectation of many. His ma- 
ny Sickneiles, andoften Infirmities (I doubt not): 
were 
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were ſanQiified, and in Mercy to him, a good 
means to quicken him to ſerve God and his Ge- 
neration (according to his Capacity) and to 
prepare him for a better Life. 
Not long before he was called out of the 
World, he took in a Partner to leſſen his Care 
and Cumber in the World. In his laſt Sick- 
neſs I. heard a judicious Perſon ſay of him, how 
ative he had. been, and that without making 
any Noiſe. Now bleſſed are the Dead that die in 
the Lord, they reſt from their Labours, they enter 
into the Joy of their Lord, and their Works follow 
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